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The Director -General reports in this document on decisions of the 

1979 sessions of the United Nations General Assembly and the Economic 

and Social Council which relate directly or indirectly to the work of 

the Organization. A brief summary is given of the action taken by the 

main subsidiary bodies of the Administrative Committee on Coordination. 

An account of the implications of the United Nations General Assembly 

resolution 3458(1979) an "Health as an integral part of development" is 

provided in document А33/29 submitted to the Health Assembly under 

provisional agenda item 22 "Formulating strategies for health for all by 

the year 2000 (progress report) ". 

The present report is made available to the Health Assembly for its 

information. 

1. Introduction 

1.1 The United Nations General Assembly held its thirty -fourth regular session from 

18 September 1979 to 7 January 1980. The General Assembly adopted 328 resolutions and took 

32 decisions in relation to the 129 items on its agenda. By resolution 341 Saint Lucia was 
admitted to membership in the United Nations. 

1.2 The first regular session in 1979 of the Economic and Social Council of the United 

Nations was held from 10 April to 11 May and the second regular session of the Council took 

place during July. Close to 50 items were on the agendas and more than 70 resolutions were 
adopted during the two sessions. 

1.3 While many of the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly and the Economic and • Social Council have a bearing on the Organization as a specialized agency within the United 
Nations system, only those deemed to be of direct or indirect concern to WHO are being 
brought to the attention of the Health Assembly. In this document these resolutions are 
grouped under subject headings. This reporting form is consistent with the work of the 
Economic and Social Council and of the General Assembly since many of the resolutions adopted 
at, for instance, the Council's first and second regular sessions are later reflected in a 
somewhat modified form in resolutions of the General Assembly. 

2. Matters brought to the attention of the WHO Executive Board at its 
sixty -fifth session (January 1980) 

2.1 The single most important resolution adopted by the United Nations General Assembly was, 
from WHO's point of view, resolution 3458 entitled "Health as an integral part of development ". 
The Director -General reports in document А33/29, which is before the current session of the 
Health Assembly under provisional agenda item 22 "Formulating strategies for health for all by 
the year 2000 (progress report) ", on the implications of this resolution for WHO as well as on 
the action being taken within the United Nations system for its implementation. 
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2.2 In resolution 3414 the General Assembly endorsed the Declaration of Principles and 
Programme of Action which were adopted by the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural 
Development organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

and held in Rome from 12 to 20 July 1979. This Conference was of special significance for 

all organizations of the United Nations system concerned with development programmes 
oriented towards underprivileged population groups, and WHO's contributions were based on its 
work on rural health problems and guided by the Declaration of Alma -Ata and recommendations 
of the International Conference on Primary Health Care. The General Assembly has invited 
the "organizations, organs and bodies concerned within the United Nations system to implement, 
as appropriate, the conclusions and recommendations set forth in the Programme of Action ". 

2.3 The Programme of Action of the World Conference contains 12 major sections, some of 

which have a direct bearing on health development in rural areas including nutritional 
improvement, safe drinking -water, family planning and primary health care.. In particular, 
governments have been encouraged, within the framework of the Programme of Action, to "improve 
the access of rural people to relevant social services, especially those relating to health 
and nutrition, and design special programmes for the development of such services to 

vulnerable groups ". 

2.4 A second major conference, held in Vienna from 20 to 31 August 1979, was the "United 
Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development ". The Organization contributed 
to the preparation for, and was represented at, the Conference where a WHO background 
document was well received. In resolution 34218, the General Assembly endorsed the Vienna 
Programme of Action on Science and Technology for Development; urged all governments to take 

effective action for its implementation, and requested organizations of the United Nations 
system and other intergovernmental organizations to comply with the recommendations contained 

therein. An intergovernmental committee has been established for the implementation of the 

recommendations of the Conference and arrangements have been made for financing scientific 
and technological activities in developing countries with the creation of an interim fund for 
1980 -1981 to be administered by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

3. The new international development strategy 

3.1 Since the Thirty- second World Health Assembly, the Preparatory Committee for the 

New International Development Strategy has held three sessions. The Economic and Social 

Council, at its first regular session, anticipating the June 1979 session of the Preparatory 

Committee, adopted resolution 1979/25 which recommends that it take into account the 

Declaration on Social Progress and Development which, in turn, contains several references 

to the health sector. Furthermore, the Council requested the General Assembly "to pay 

due attention at its thirty -fourth session to the social aspects of the new international 

development strategy ". 

3.2 The General Assembly, in its resolution 34211, reaffirmed that the new strategy 

should address itself, among its priority objectives, to increasing substantially the flow of 

resources in real terms to the developing countries on a predictable, continuous and 

increasingly assured basis, and in response to the Council's resolution 1979/25, decided that 

the Declaration "shall be taken into account in the formulation of the international develop- 

ment strategy for the third United Nations development decade and in the implementation of 

programmes of international action to be carried out during the decade" (resolution 3459). 

In this same resolution, international organizations and agencies are recommended to continue 

to utilize the provisions of the Declaration in the formulation of their strategies and 

programmes aimed at social progress and development. 

3.3 The special session of the General Assembly to be held from 1 to 5 September 1980 will 

both assess progress made in the establishment of the New International Economic Order and 

adopt the new international development strategy. 
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Comments 

At the session of the Preparatory Committee for the New International Development 
Strategy, held from 11 to 22 June 1979, the Director -General ensured WHO representation by 
an Assistant Director -General who addressed the Committee on the specific action being taken 
by the Organization with respect to the formulation of strategies for health for all by the 
year 2000, as well as on the follow -up to the recommendations and decisions related to primary 
health care. Subsequent to this action WHO undertook to prepare a short detailed report on 
some of the defined targets within the health sector, notably with respect to drinking -water 
supply and lowering of infant mortality rates. 

The adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 3458 on "Health as an integral part 
of development" will give added weight to the consideration of the global strategy for health 
by the Preparatory Committee for the New International Development Strategy. Also the 
results of the Technical Discussions to be held during the present World Health Assembly, on 
"The contribution of health to the New International Economic Order" will likely be placed 
before the special session of the General Assembly mentioned in paragraph 3.3 above. 

4. Implementation of the Mar del Plata Action Plan 

4.1 The Economic and Social Council, at '_ts first regular session, adopted resolution 

1979/31 on the International Drinking -Water Supply and Sanitation Decade. In this 

resolution the Council requested the Secretary -General of the United Nations to provide "with 

the assistance of the interagency Steering Committee for the International Drinking -Water 

Supply and Sanitation Decade . . . such guidance as may be requested in preparation of national 

reports" for the special one -day meeting, which will be held during the thirty -fifth session 

of the General Assembly in autumn 1980, to formally launch the Decade. 

4.2 Concerning the institutional arrangements for international cooperation in implementation 

of the Mar del Plata Action Plan, the Administrative Committee on Coordination (ACC) was 

requested by the Council, at its second regular session, to recast the draft terms of 

reference for a proposed Interagency Water Resources Board (resolution 1979/68). At the same 

session the Council also dealt with the question of implementation of the Action Plan at the 

very important regional level and in this connexion, in resolution 1979/67, recommended that 

the secretariats of the regional commissions should be provided with sufficient financial 

resources to enable them to discharge the responsibilities assigned to them within the context 

of the Action Plan and that those secretariats should actively explore funding from the 

regional resources of UNDP for encouraging activities related to technical cooperation among 

developing countries. These resolutions were endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution 

34191. 

omments 

WHO's responsibilities and actions relating to the implementation of the Mar del Plata 

Action Plan are reflected in document А33/15, which is before the current Health Assembly under 

item 31 of its provisional agenda. As regards system -wide coordination arrangements in this 

context, ACC decided, at its third regular session in 1979, that it was not reasonable to 

delay the establishment of an interagency coordinating body for this important item until a 
later date, and established a standing body named the Interagency Group on Water Resources 

Development. 

5. Questions relating to women 

5.1 The General Assembly adopted 10 resolutions on women, one of which concerned the 

International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women, for the location 

of which the Dominican Republic was selected (resolution 34157). 

5.2 In resolution 34180 the General Assembly adopted the text of the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and opened it for signature, 
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ratification and accession. Article 12 of this Convention deals with measures to eliminate 
discrimination against women in the field of health care. 

5.3 All United Nations agencies are urged, in resolution 34204, to submit to the 

Secretary -General information concerning measures which they have taken for the effective 
mobilization of women in development. The subsequent report of the Secretary -General of the 

United Nations will be submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty -fifth regular session, 
in 1980. 

5.4 Concerning the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, 
Development and Peace, the General Assembly decided, in its resolution 34/160, to include in 
the provisional agenda an item on Palestinian women, particularly with respect to the social 
and economic needs of Palestinian women, as well as special measures for rendering assistance 
to them. In resolution 34161, the General Assembly decided that the question of women 
refugees should likewise be included in the provisional agenda and the Office of the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was requested to prepare a draft report on the 

subject. 

5.5 The Preparatory Committee for the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for 
Women has been requested by the General Assembly, in resolution 34158, to intensify its work 
in preparing an effective programme of action based on a careful review and evaluation of 

progress made so far in implementing the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the 

Objectives of the International Women's Year. 

5.6 Member States, the competent organs of the United Nations, and the specialized agencies 
have been called upon (resolution 34162) to take all necessary measures, including the use of 
their information resources, to mobilize public opinion in support of the Conference and its 
objectives. 

Comments 

WHO has continued to collaborate with the United Nations and the specialized agencies 
in all aspects of the programmes and institutional developments concerning the status of women 
and the integration of women into the development process. Specifically, WHO has helped to 

elaborate the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and 
it has submitted to the Secretary -General of the United Nations, for inclusion in the report 
requested by the General Assembly, an analysis of its activities promoting the effective 
mobilization and integration of women in development. 

Regarding the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, to be held in 
Copenhagen from 14 to 30 July 1980, WHO's contributions have been made primarily through the 
work undertaken by the related Preparatory Committee, as well as in the regional preparatory 
meetings. A background document entitled "Health and the status of women" has been prepared 
by WHO and a number of additional inputs concerning the health needs of women have been 
provided directly to the United Nations Secretariat for inclusion in other documents which will 
be before the Conference. These latter contributions focus essentially on the progress so far 
achieved in implementing the World Plan of Action. At present, the Organization is 

collaborating closely with the United Nations Conference secretariat in the elaboration of a 

health programme of action to be implemented during the second half of the United Nations 
Decade for Women. 

6. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples and special assistance to be rendered to newly independent and emerging States 

6.1 By resolution 1979/50 the Economic and Social Council expressed its appreciation to the 

specialized agencies of the United Nations system for the action which they have been taking 
in implementing the Declaration and it also requested the specialized agencies and their 
executive heads to continue to take all necessary measures regarding assistance to the peoples 
of colonial countries with particular reference to Zimbabwe and Namibia. 
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6.2 The General Assembly in its resolution 3442 requested the specialized agencies and 

other organizations within the United Nations system to continue to provide all moral and 

material assistance to the newly independent and emerging States, and in this context called 

upon the United Nations system to give special attention to certain countries which are 

experiencing particularly serious economic and social problems (resolutions 34118 to 34132).1 
In 13 of these resolutions WHO is requested to continue and increase its current and future 

programmes of assistance to the countries concerned. 

Comments 

WHO, primarily through the regional offices concerned, will ensure appropriate action in 

accordance with the request of the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly. 

Actions taken since the Thirty- second World Health Assembly concerning assistance to newly 

independent and emerging States are outlined in document А33/26 which is before the present 

Health Assembly under provisional agenda subitem 46.6. 

7. Human rights and apartheid 

7.1 In Economic and Social Council resolution 1979 3 and General Assembly resolution 34/24 
concerning the implementation of the Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination, all Member States, United Nations organs, specialized agencies and 

intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations are invited to strengthen and enlarge the 

scope of their activities in support of the objectives of the Programme for the Decade. The 

General Assembly adopted a four -year programme of action designed to accelerate progress in 
the implementation of the Decade Programme. 

7.2 The General Assembly, in resolution 3493 concerning the policies of apartheid of the 
Government of South Africa, requests all governments and organizations to cooperate with the 

Special Committee against Apartheid and the Centre against Apartheid towards the production 
and widest possible dissemination of information material against apartheid. It commended 

WHO, among other specialized agencies, for its cooperation with the United Nations in 

disseminating information on apartheid. It also requested the United Nations and agencies 
to publicize the oppression of women and children under apartheid. 

7.3 Both the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly were concerned with the 
rights and welfare of migrant workers and their families. In resolution 1979/12 the Council 
recommends that efforts in this field by the United Nations, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and other 
specialized bodies concerned should reinforce their cooperation and coordination arrangements. 
In its resolution 197913 dealing with measures to improve the situation of all migrants 
workers, the Council requests the Secretary -General to invite, inter alia, WHO to continue 
cooperation towards the preparation by the General Assembly of an international convention on 
protection of the rights of all migrant workers and their families. The General Assembly, in 

resolution 34172, welcomes the response to this invitation and invites the international 
organizations concerned to participate in the work of the working group to be established at 
its thirty -fifth session in 1980 to elaborate such an international convention. 

7.4 In resolution 197943, the Economic and Social Council has finalized arrangements for 
the consideration of reports submitted under the provisions of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. The Working Group on the Implementation of this 
Covenant which meets annually during the first regular session of the Council is entrusted, 
inter alia, with the task of considering the reports of the specialized agencies on the 
progress made in achieving the observance of the provisions of the Covenant falling within 
the scope of their activities. 

Countries concerned are, in order of resolution number: Grenada, Cape Verde, Chad, 

Guinea -Bissau, Uganda, Equatorial Guinea, Djibouti, Botswana, Seychelles, Comoros, Zambia, 

Mozambique, Lesotho, Sao Tome and Principe, and Tonga. 
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7.5 The General Assembly noted with appreciation (resolution 34168) that the WHO Executive 
Board had endorsed the principles set forth in the Director -General's report (document ЕВ63/48, 
decision (10) and annex 13) on the development of codes of medical ethics relating to torture 
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. The General Assembly requested 
the Secretary -General to circulate the draft code of medical ethics to Member States, to the 
specialized agencies concerned, and to interested intergovernmental organizations and non- 
governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council for 
comments and suggestions, and to submit a report to the General Assembly at its thirty -fifth 
session in 1980. 

7.6 In Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/36 on further promotion and encouragement 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms and in General Assembly resolution 3425 on review 
and coordination of human rights programmes of organizations in the United Nations system and 
cooperation with other international programmes in the field of human rights, WHO and other 
specialized agencies and organs and bodies within and related to the United Nations system 
are requested to provide the Secretary -General with the necessary information. 

Comments 

WHO presented a paper on the health of children under apartheid to the International 
Seminar on Children under Apartheid which was organized in Paris in June 1979 by the United 
Nations Special Committee against Apartheid. WHO also prepared a report on health 
implications of apartheid for women to be presented to the forthcoming World Conference of 
the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace. A paper on the health 
of women living under apartheid will also be submitted by WHO to the International Seminar on 
Women and Apartheid which will be held in May 1980. 

WHO expressed considerable interest in the drawing up of an international convention on 

protection of the rights of all migrant workers and their families, and brought to the 
attention of the Secretary -General health issues and specific measures which could be 
incorporated in any such convention. 

In accordance with article 18 of the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
WHO submitted a report to the first regular session of the Economic and Social Council in 1980 
concerning rights covered by article 12 of the Covenant which deals with health issues. 

With the adoption of resolution 34168 by the General Assembly the responsibility for 
the follow -up of the draft code of medical ethics is now with the Secretary -General of the 

United Nations. 

In response to Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/36 WHO submitted to the 

Director of the Division of Human Rights a short survey of WHO's human rights activities. 
WHO will also cooperate with the Secretary -General in the preparation of the overall analysis 
to be carried out by the Commission on Human Rights at its next session. 

8. Drug abuse control, hazardous chemicals and unsafe pharmaceutical products 

8.1 In the field of drug abuse control the Economic and Social Council, in resolution 1979/9, 
has requested the Secretary -General to ensure the maximum practical degree of coordination of 

international efforts in the field of drug abuse control, taking into consideration the 
maintenance of the full technical independence of the International Narcotics Control Board. 

8.2 The General Assembly noted with satisfaction the positive results that have been 

achieved in a number of countries, yet at the same time it expressed its concern about lack 

of realization of many of the objectives for drug abuse control set forth in the resolutions 

and documents of certain international bodies including those of WHO. This is reflected in 
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resolution 34177 in which the specialized agencies are urged to develop and implement, 

within their mandates, programmes aimed at the reduction of illicit production and demand 

for drugs. The General Assembly has further requested certain agencies, including WHO, to 

put this question regularly on the agendas of their governing bodies. 

8.3 Concerning hazardous chemicals and unsafe pharmaceutical products, the General Assembly 

has requested the United Nations Secretary -General (resolution 34173) to cooperate with WHO, 

and other concerned United Nations agencies and bodies, in assisting governments to exchange 

information on those chemicals and unsafe pharmaceutical products that have been banned in 

their territories. 

Comments 

The Director -General looks forward to receiving from the Secretary -General of the United 

Nations an outline of procedures to be followed for ensuring cooperative arrangements between 

the Organization and the United Nations, and other United Nations bodies, regarding further 

exchange of information on hazardous chemicals and unsafe pharmaceutical products. Although 

a report is to be submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty -fifth session in 1980, it 

is expected that this report will be provisional in nature as consultations will be required 

between the United Nations and interested agencies. 

The WHO programme related to drug abuse control is referred to in document А33/11 

submitted under item 27 of the provisional agenda for the current Health Assembly. The 

specific issues emanating from the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly have 

been addressed in a general manner, and the Health Assembly may wish to consider keeping a 

regular item on the agenda concerning drug abuse control and the Organization's actions in 

this field. 

9. The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and follow -up to the International Year 

of the Child 

9.1 In its resolution 1979/57, the Economic aid Social Council requested the specialized 
agencies and other organizations concerned to continue to cooperate with UNICEF in developing 

a coordinated and interdisciplinary approach concerning the welfare of children. 

9.2 Particular attention was given by the Council (resolution 197953) to the joint efforts 

of UNICEF and WHO in cooperating with the developing countries to integrate primary health 
care policies into national strategies, plans of action and programmes, while keeping in line 

with UNICEF's approach to basic services for children. • 9.3 By resolution 344 the General Assembly designated UNICEF as the lead agency for 

coordinating the development aspects of the follow -up activities of the Year. At the same 

time, governments, organs and organizations of the United Nations system have been requested 

to evaluate and to follow -up the impact of the Year on their activities. 

Comments 

The Director -General welcomes the designation of UNICEF as lead agency for continuing 

the momentum which has been achieved through United Nations system -wide collaboration during 

the International Year and will ensure, in close cooperation with UNICEF, that effective 

follow -up actions are taken in this respect. WHO activities related to the Year were reported 

to the Thirty- second World Health Assembly,l and the WHO Executive Board and the World Health 

Assembly will be informed, as appropriate, of any future actions taken in the follow -up of 

the Year. 

1 See document WHA32/1979 /REC/1, resolution WHA32.42 and Annex 3, pp. 39 and 81 

respectively. 
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10. Restructuring of the United Nations economic and social sectors 

10.1 Four main resolutions were adopted in this connexion, two of which are of interest to 

WHO. Resolution 34213 is of concern to WHO and other specialized agencies inasmuch as it 

relates to the coordination of technical assistance cooperation activities at the national 

level. To enhance such coordination the Secretary -General of the United Nations, in 

consultation with the concerned governments, will designate United Nations resident 

coordinators. In accordance with the resolution and the guidelines which are outlined 

therein in respect of the functions to be undertaken by the United Nations resident 
coordinators, the General Assembly decided that the relations between governments and 
individual organizations of the United Nations system, direct lines of authority, and 

communications between the representatives of those organizations at the country level and 
their own executive heads, will not be affected. 

10.2 In resolution 34214 the General Assembly has reiterated its request that ACC should 
give the highest priority in its work to substantive questions of central importance to the 

development of developing countries and to international economic cooperation, and that 
interagency coordination, at the intersecretariat level, should effectively assist in the 
preparatory work for intergovernmental decisions and their implementation, as well as their 

translation into mutually complementary or joint programme activities. 

Comments 

The terms of reference and guidelines for the United Nations resident coordinators have 
been worked out through consultations in ACC, in which WHO played an active role. Resolution 
34213 is sufficiently clear about the role of the United Nations resident coordinators and 
the specialized agencies' representatives at country level. 

Regarding resolution 34214, the Director -General welcomes the attention paid to the 
future work of ACC and the guidelines which have been provided to it by the General Assembly. 

11. Other matters emanating from the Economic and Social Council and the United Nations 
General Assembly 

11.1 A high -level meeting on technical cooperation among developing countries (TCDC) will 
be held in 1980 (United Nations General Assembly resolution 34117) for which the substantive 
arrangements will be made by the Administrator of UNDP. 

11.2 The General Assembly has invited United Nations organizations and bodies to extend their 
fullest cooperation, support and contribution to the preparatory process for the United 
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries (resolution 34203). By the same 
resolution the General Assembly decided to convene such a conference in 1981 and specified 
that the Secretary -General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
would serve as the Secretary -General for the Conference. 

11.3 Resolution 34210 invited, inter alia, all international development institutions and 
specialized agencies to accord a high priority to special measures for the least developed 
countries and to give their full support for the Comprehensive New Plan of Action for the 
Least Developed Countries. 

11.4 The General Assembly, in resolution 34151, decided to designate 1985 as International 
Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace. All organizations of the United Nations 
system having youth -related programmes, were requested to collaborate with one another and 
with the United Nations for the observance of this Year. 

11.5 As previously noted by the Thirty -first and Thirty-second World Health Assemblies, 1981 
was proclaimed the International Year for Disabled Persons. In resolution 34154 the 
General Assembly approved the recommendations of the Advisory Committee for the Year and 
adopted them as a Plan of Action for the Year. The General Assembly has also affirmed that 
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the major focus of the Year is at the national level with supporting activities at the 

regional and international levels. 

11.6 The question of the elderly and the aged was the subject of resolution 34153. The 

competent and concerned specialized agencies have been requested to continue to give attention 

to the major issues of the aged and they are expected to coordinate their work with the 

United Nations. At the same time it has been recommended to governments that they consider 

developing, during the formulation of their national policies and programmes, measures aimed 
at ensuring their full participation in the World Assembly on the Elderly in 1982. A 

separate item on this matter (46.3) is included in the provisional agenda of the current 
Health Assembly. 

12. Summary of intersecretariat activities within the framework of the Administrative 

Committee on Coordination (ACC) 

12.1 The Administrative Committee on Coordination (ACC) which is composed of the executive 

heads of the organizations and institutions of the United Nations system met for a few days 

in early July 1979, in October 1979 and in early April 1980 under the chairmanship of the 

Secretary -General of the United Nations. The Committee dealt with such interorganizational 
issues as support to the preparations for the new international development strategy, a 

comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development and the follow -up to 
various world conferences as well as a number of managerial and administrative matters of 
concern to the United Nations system as a whole. 

12.2 The sessions of ACC were preceded by meetings of its Organizational Committee (OC), 

composed of high -level representatives of the organizations, bodies and agencies members of 

ACC, which drew up a comprehensive work programme for the ACC machinery, including its 

subsidiary bodies, and made detailed preparations for each of the ACC sessions based on reports 
of the two ACC Consultative Committees. The Organizational Committee played an important 
role in monitoring the work of the ACC machinery. 

12.3 The ACC subsidiary machinery consists mainly of two Consultative Committees which are 
concerned with substantive questions (Consultative Committee on Substantive Questions (CCSQ)) 
and administrative questions including personnel matters (Consultative Committee on 
Administrative Questions (CCAQ)). Each Consultative Committee has two components: CCSQ (PRIG), 
dealing with programming aspects, and CCSQ (0PS), concerned with operational matters, while 
CCAQ (FB) deals with financial and budgetary issues and CCAQ (PER) is concerned with 
personnel matters. Organizations are represented in these committees by appropriate technical 
staff. • 12.4 The Consultative Committee on Substantive Questions (Programme Matters) (CCSQ (PROG)) 
met from 15 to 22 October 1979 and from 10 to 14 March 1980. The Committee dealt with such 
issues as the harmonization of programmes and plans in the economic and social fields; cross - 
organizational programme analysis; overview papers of the objectives and plans of the 
United Nations system; and follow -up to international conferences. 

12.5 The Consultative Committee on Substantive Questions (Operational Activities) (CCSQ (0PS)) 
which functions under a rotating chairmanship (the first chairmanship - for 19791980 - has 
been assumed by WHO) met from 8 to 12 October 1979 and from 26 February to 5 March 1980. The 
discussions in the Committee centred on such subjects as the provision of special economic 
assistance to countries; linkages between technical cooperation, pre - investment activities 
and investment; technical and economic cooperation among developing countries; intercountry 
programming as a means of enhancing the responsiveness of operational activities; the 
utilization of the country programming process as a frame of reference for operational 
activities; evaluation of technical cooperation; and the modalities of cooperation with 
regional commissions in operational activities. Most of these issues have been identified as 
subjects of continuous concern for CCSQ (OPS). In view of the importance of information 
systems to both programme and operational activities of the organizations within the United 
Nations system this subject has received particular attention by both Committees especially 
with respect to the coordination problems involved. 
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12.6 In addition the questions of the Inter -Organizational Board for Information Systems (IOB) 
and its information policies were discussed at length at a joint meeting of CCSQ (0PS) arid 

CCSQ (PRIG) which was held in March 1980. Evaluation and activities in favour of the least 
developed countries were also reviewed at that joint meeting. 

12.7 The Consultative Committee on Administrative Questions (Personnel and General 
Administrative Questions), CCAQ (PER), met from 28 January to 8 February and from 25 February to 
7 March 1980. The second part of the session was held concurrently with the eleventh session 
of the International Civil Service Commission (ICSC). The Committee dealt with such issues 
as pensionable remuneration, review of the functioning of the post adjustment system, 
development of common job classification standards, common staff regulations, criteria for 
classification of duty stations according to conditions of life and work. 

12.8 The other branch of CCAQ, the Consultative Committee on Administrative Questions 
(Financial and Budgetary Questions), CCAQ (FB), met from 10 to 18 September 1979 and from 
17 to 21 March 1980. The Committee dealt with questions connected with the reporting by 
Organizations of expenditure data required by central intergovernmental bodies; the effects of 

currency instability and inflation on the programme budgets of the organizations; matters 
relating to budgets for jointly financed administrative activities; the harmonization of 
financial statements and financial practices; aspects relating to currency of payments; 
support costs for UNDP- financed activities; and matters relating to taxation. 


