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A small number of countries made reservations to the International 
Health Regulations (1969)• Some of these reservations were accepted 
without time limit and others only for a period of three years. The 
latter reservations with respect to Egypt, India and Pakistan need to 
be renewed. As the reservations have now been accepted for a three-
year period on three occasions without detriment to the administration 
of the International Health Regulations, the Health Assembly may wish 
to consider their acceptance without time limit. A suggested draft 
resolution is contained in paragraph 5. 

1. After the adoption of the International Health Regulations (1969), the Governments of 
Egypt, India and Pakistan made certain reservations that were accepted by the Twenty-third 
World Health Assembly^- in accordance with Article 95, paragraph 1, of the Regulations which 
reads as follows: 

If any State makes a reservation to these Regulations, such reservations shall not 
be valid unless it is by the World Health Assembly, and these Regulations shall not 
enter into force with respect to that State until such reservation has been accepted 
by the Assembly or, if the Assembly objects to it 011 the ground that it substantially 
detracts from the character and purpose of these Regulations, until it has been 
withdrawn• 

Some of these reservations were, however, accepted only for a period of three years, which 
was subsequently renewed by the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly 2 and the Thirtieth World 
Health Assembly J 

2. These reservations expired 011 31 December 1979. By letters of 24 September 1979 from 
Egypt, 18 September 1979 from India and 27 October 1979 from Pakistan, these three Member States 
indicated the wish to have their reservation further extended (see correspondence reproduced 
in Annexes 1-3)# 

3. The members of the WHO Expert Advisory Panel on International Surveillance of Communicable 
Diseases have been consulted with respect to the requests for the extension of the reservations 
concerned and recommend their acceptance. 

4 # The existence of these reservations has caused no difficulty in the administration of the 
International Health Regulations in regard to their stated purpose # In view of the fact that 
they have been previously accepted for a three-year period on three occasions, it is believed 
that the experience gained would now allow them to be extended without time limit, as is the 
situation for a number of other reservations for both the countries concerned and for other 
countries. 

WHO Official Records, No. 184, 1970， resolution WHA23.57 and Annex 12. 
WHO Official Records, No. 209, 1973, resolution WHA26.54 and Annex 14, section F 
WHO Official Records, No. 240, 1977， resolution WHA30.19 and Annex 1, section B. 



5. If the Health Assembly agrees with the above recommendations, it may wish to adopt a 
resolution along the following lines: 

The World Health Assembly, 

Having noted the Director-General's report on reservations to the International 
Health Regulations and the requests contained therein for a further extension of 
certain existing reservations; 

1. APPROVES the extension without time limit of the reservations made by Egypt 
to Article 3, paragraph 1, and Article 4, paragraph 1; 

2. APPROVES the extension without time limit of the reservations made by India 
to Article 3, paragraph 1, Article 4, paragraph 1, Article 7, paragraph 2(b) 
and Article 43; 

3. APPROVES the extension without time limit of the reservations made by 
Pakistan to Article 3, paragraph 1, Article 4, paragraph 1, Article 7, paragraph 2(b) 
Article 43 and Article 88. 
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ANNEX 1 

EGYPT 

(a) Letter, dated 20 June 1979，from the Director-General of WHO to the Minister of Health, 
Cairo, Egypt 

I have the honour to refer to the reservations of your Government to the International 
Health Regulations (1969) adopted by the Twenty-second World Health Assembly (WHA22.46) and 
amended by the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly (WHA26.55). 

As you will recall, in your letter of 3 May 1977, your Government has made the following 
reservations to Article 3， paragraph 1, and Article 4， paragraph 1： 

"The Government of Egypt reserves the right to consider the whole territory of a 
country as infected with yellow fever whenever yellow fever has been notified under 
Article 3, paragraph 1， or Article 4， paragraph 1." 

These reservations remain effective until 31 December 1979. It would be very much 
appreciated if you could inform us whether your Government considers that these reservations 
may now expire at the end of the period for which they were accepted by the World Health 
Assembly. 

I should be grateful if you could advise me by the end of September of the present 
position of your Government. The reservations, if any, will subsequently be put before the 
Thirty-third World Health Assembly which will make the final decision regarding their 
acceptance. 

(b) Letter, dated 24 September 1979， from the Director-General, Foreign Health Relations 
Department, Ministry of Health, Cairo, Egypt, to the WHO Regional Director for the 
Eastern Mediterranean (Original: Arabic) 

I wish to refer to WHO Geneva letter NO. ESD/Í4/439/2 (5) dated 20 June 1979 in 
connexion with the reservations of the Arab Republic of Egypt to Article 3， paragraph 1， 
and Article 4， paragraph 1 of the International Health Regulations, which remain effective 
until 31 December 1979. These reservations read as follows: 

"The Government of Egypt reserves the right to consider the whole territory 
of a country as infected with yellow fever whenever yellow fever has been notified 
under Article 3， paragraph 1， or Article 4， paragraph 1." 

The Ministry of Health is agreeable to maintaining the above reservations in respect of 
yellow fever patients, and would like to extend them to a further period. 

It would be appreciated if WHO Geneva could be notified accordingly. 
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ANNEX 2 

INDIA 

(a) Letter， dated 20 June 1979, from the Director-General of WHO to the Minister of 
Health and Family Welfare, New Delhi, India 

I have the honour to refer to the reservations of your Government to the International 
Health Regulations (1969) adopted by the Twenty-second World Health Assembly (WHA22.46) and 
amended by the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly (WHA26.55). 

Three of these reservations, the text of which is reproduced in the annex to this letter, 
remain effective until 31 December 1979. It would be very much appreciated if you could 
inform me in due time whether your Government considers that those reservations which are 
effective for a limited period of time may now expire at the end of that period and whether 
your Government feels able to withdraw the reservations to Articles 44 and 88. 

I should be grateful if you could advise me by the end of September of the present 
position of your Government. 

The reservations, if any, will subsequently be put before the Thirty-third World Health 
Assembly which will make the final decision regarding the acceptance of any reservations 
in accordance with Article 95 of the International Health Regulations (1969). 

Reservations of India to the International Health Regulations (1969) 

I• Reservations effective until 31 December 1979: 

Article 3， paragraph 1, and Article 4, paragraph 1 

The Government of India reserves the right to consider the whole territory of a country 
as infected with yellow fever whenever yellow fever has been notified under Article 3, 
paragraph 1, or Article 4, paragraph 1. 

Article 7， paragraph 2(b) 

The Government of India reserves the right to continue to regard an area as infected 
with yellow fever until there is definite evidence that yellow fever infection has been 
completely eradicated from that area. 

Article 43 

The Government of India reserves the right immediately to disinsect on arrival an 
aircraft which, on its voyage over infected territory, has landed at a sanitary airport which 
is not itself an infected area, if an unprotected person from the surrounding infected area 
has boarded the aircraft and if the aircraft reaches India within a period during which such 
a person is likely to spread yellow fever infection. 

This reservation will not apply to aircraft fitted with an approved vapour disinsecting 
system which is compulsorily operated. 

II• Reservations accepted without time-limit: 

Article 44 

The Government of India reserves the right to apply the terms of Article 69 to the 
passengers and crew oil board an aircraft landing in the territory of India who have come in 
transit through an airport situated in a yellow-fever infected area, not equipped with a 
direct transit area. 



Annex 2 

Article 881 

The Government of India shall have the right to require of persons on an international 
voyage arriving by air in its territory or landing there in transit, but falling under the 
terms of paragraph 1 of Article 70，information on their movements during the last six days 
prior to disembarkation. 

(b) Letter，dated 18 September 1979，from the Deputy Secretary to the Government of India， 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, New Delhi，India, to the Director-General of WHO 

Subject: International Health Regulations (1969) - Reservations effective until 
31 December 1979 

I am directed to refer to your letter No. ESD-i4/439/2 (5), dated 20 June 1979, on the 
subject mentioned above, and to say that the Government of India considers it necessary to 
seek extension of the three existing reservations to the International Health Regulations 
1969 viz., (i) Article 3, paragraph 1 arid Article 4, paragraph 1，(ii) Article 7，paragraph 
2(b) and (iii) Article 43, for a period of three years beyond 31 December 1979. It is 
also considered necessary that reservations to Articles 44 and 88 should continue to be 
in force. 

Article 94 of International Health Regulations (first annotated edition). 
The Government of India has been requested by the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly 

to reconsider its position with regard to this reservation. 



ANNEX 3 

PAKISTAN 

(a) Letter, dated 20 June 1979, from the Director-General of WHO to the Director-General 
of Health and Joint Secretary (ex officio) to the Government of Pakistan, Ministry of 
Health, Social Welfare and Population Planning, Islamabad， Pakistan 

I have the honour to refer to the reservations of your Government to the International 
Health Regulations (1969) adopted by the Twenty-second World Health Assembly (WHA22.46) and 
amended by the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly (WHA26.55). 

Four of these reservations, the text of which is reproduced in the annex to this letter, 
remain effective until 31 December 1979. It would be very much appreciated if you could 
inform me in due time whether your Government considers that those reservations which are 
effective for a limited period of time may now expire at the end of that period and whether 
your Government feels able to withdraw the reservation to Article 44 # 

I should be grateful if you would advise me by the end of September of the present 
position of your Government. 

The reservations, if any, will subsequently be put before the Thirty-third World Health 
Assembly which will make the final decision regarding the acceptance of any reservations in 
accordance with Article 95 of the International Health Regulations (1969). 

Reservations of Pakistan to the International Health Regulations (1969) 

I• Reservations effective until 31 December 1979: 

Article 3, paragraph 1, and Article 4， paragraph 1 

The Government of Pakistan reserves the right to consider the whole territory of a country 
as infected with yellow fever whenever yellow fever has been notified under Article 3, 
paragraph 1, or Article 4, paragraph 1. 

Article 7, paragraph 2(b) 

The Government of Pakistan reserves the right to continue to regard an area as infected 
with yellow fever until there is definite evidence that yellow fever infection has been 
completely eradicated from that area. 

Article 43 

The Government of Pakistan reserves the right to disinsect immediately on arrival an 
aircraft which, on its voyage over infected territory, has landed at a sanitary airport which 
is not itself an infected area. 

This reservation will not apply to aircraft fitted with an approved vapour disinsecting 
system which is compulsorily operated. 

Article 881 

The Government of Pakistan shall have the right to require of persons on ail international 
voyage arriving by air in its territory or landing there in transit, but falling under the 
terms of paragraph 1 of Article 70, information on their movements during the last six days 
prior to disembarkation• 

Article 94 of International Health Regulations (first annotated edition). 
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Annex 3 

II • Reservation accepted without time-limit : 

Article 44 

The Government of Pakistan reserves the right to apply the terms of Article 69 to the 
passengers and crew on board an aircraft landing in the territory of Pakistan who have come 
in transit through any airport situated in a yellow-fever infected area, not equipped with 
a direct transit area. 

(b) Letter, dated 27 October 1979, from the Assistant Director-General of Health, Ministry 
of Health and Social Welfare (Health and Social Welfare Division), Islamabad, Pakistan 
to the Director-General of WHO 

Subject： Reservations of our Government to the International Health Regulations (1969) 
adopted by the Twenty-second World Health Assembly 

I am directed to refer to your letter No. ESD-Í4/439/2 (5), dated 20 June 1979, on the 
subject mentioned above and to supply the following information as desired: 

i) Due to potential danger of spread of yellow fever in Pakistan it has been 
decided that all precautions and strict vigilance should be continued to 
apply the reservation so before. 


