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1• PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE

A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

The CHAIRMAN, after pointing out that the procedure for drawing up the Committee * s 

proposals for the election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the 

Executive Board was governed by Article 24 of the Constitution and by Rule 102 of the 

Assembly's Rules of Procedure, drew the attention of the members of the Committee to the 

documents provided, as follows :

(a) a table showing the geographical distribution of the Executive Board 

by region ;

(b) a regional list of the Members of the World Health Organization which 

w e r e , or had b e e n , entitled to designate persons to serve on the 

Executive Board ;
(c) a list, by region and in alphabetical order within each region, of 

Members whose names had been suggested following the announcement made 

in the plenary meeting by the President of the Assembly under Rule 101 

of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly ;

(d) finally, a table showing the present composition of the Executive B o a r d , 

with the names underlined of the 10 countries that had designated a 

person to serve on the Executive Board whose term of membership would 

expire at the end of the Thirty-second World Health Assembly and who 

would have to be replaced : for the African Region, Zambia ; for the 

Region of the Americas, Honduras and Peru ; for the European Region,

Czechoslovakia, Greece and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland ; for the Eastern Mediterranean Region, Pakistan and 

Qatar ; for the Western Pacific Region, Fiji and the Philippines ; as

for the South-East Asia Region, there was no Member that would have 

to be replaced .

The Chairman reminded the meeting that following the amendment made by the Twenty-eighth 
World Health Assembly to Rule 102 of the Rules of Procedure, the General Committee had 

decided at the Twenty-ninth Assembly to adopt a new procedure for drawing up its proposals 

for the election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board •

At the invitation of the Chairman, the DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL read out Rule 1Ó2 of the 

Rules of Procedure, together with an extract from the summary record of the General 

Committee’s discussion at the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, giving the decision adopted 

by the Committee on the subject.

The CHAIRMAN said that if the members of the Committee wished to apply the same 

procedure at the present m e eting, they would first have a general discussion, if they so 

desired, during which they could propose by word of mouth the names of countries other than 

those that had already been suggested in writing and then have a trial vote by secret 

ballot to draw up a list containing the names of the countries suggested in writing or by 

word of mouth and the names of any other Members of their choice, which would provide infor

mation about the geographical distribution of the candidatures ; after a discussion, if 

required, on the results of that trial v o t e , the Committee would draw up by secret ballot, 

first a list of not more than 15 Members and then, if necessary, a list of 10 Members 

selected from the previous list, again by secret ball o t .

There being no objections, it was so decided •

Dr HARRIS (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) felt it useful to 

me n t i o n , on behalf of the Member States of the European Region, that those States had held an 

informal meeting to designate the countries they would recommend for the votes of the Health 

Asse m b l y . During that meeting the candidature of Turkey received massive support while three 

other countries - M a l t a , the Netherlands and Norway - were given almost equal support by the 

Members of the R e g i o n .

1 WHO Official Records, No. 234, 1976， p. 254.
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Dr ALSEN (Sweden) , speaking in the capacity of observer on the invitation of the Chairman, 
stated that his country, although appearing on the list of Members whose names had been 

suggested, was not a candidate that y e a r .

Dr ABDULHADI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) ， on behalf of the Member States of the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region, Dr DLAMINI (Swaziland) on behalf of those of the African Region, and 

Mr RIVASPLATA HURTADO (Peru), Vice President, on behalf of those of the Region of the 

Americas, stated that the Member States of their respective regions had agreed to submit for 

each of those regions the candidature of as many countries as were necessary to replace those 

whose term of office came to an end at the conclusion of the present Assembly.

The CHAIRMAN then invited Mr Prasad (India) and Dr Dlamini (Swaziland) to act as tellers.

He explained that the purpose of the trial vote was to draw up a list from which the 

members of the General Committee could select the names they would recommend in the vote 

proper. It followed that they should, during that v o t e , indicate the names of all the 

candidate countries they wished to have taken into consideration, since the list of candidates 

would be closed at the conclusion of the trial v o t e , during which each member of the 

Committee could enter on his ballot paper any number of names of countries that he wished to 
be considered.

In reply to a request for clarification by Mr PRASAD (India) the DIRECTOR-GENERAL stated 

that it followed from the explanations just given by the Chairman that the members of the 

Committee could add on their ballot paper, on the occasion of the trial v o t e , as many names 

of countries as they wished to those appearing on the list of countries whose names had been 

suggested in response to the announcement made by the President of the Assembly.

Dr MARTINS (Mozambique), Chairman of Committee В, asked whether it would not be possible, 

so as to speed up the proceedings, to limit the candidatures by consensus so that their 

number corresponded to that of the countries to be replaced. This had been possible in the 

case of three regions - Africa, the Americas and the Eastern Mediterranean - and the problem 

did not arise in the South East Asia Region since that Region had no country whose term of 

membership was coming to an e n d . There remained, therefore, the problem of the European 

Region where 5 countries were candidates (in the light of the statement by the Delegate of 

Sweden) to replace 3, and of the Western Pacific Region, where 3 countries were candidates 

whereas the term of office of 2 only was coming to an e n d . Dr Martins asked, in particular, 

the members of the General Committee who were representing the countries of the Western 

Pacific Region whether it would not be possible for those countries to reach a consensus 

making unnecessary a vote to separate the 3 countries at present candidates for that Region.

Dr SENILAGAKALI (Fiji) replied that the countries of the Western Pacific Region had not 
been able to agree in advance to submit only 2 candidatures and that he did not consider 

himself empowered by the other countries of the Region to withdraw the candidature of one of 
the 3 countries which were candidates .

In response to requests for clarification by Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics) , Mr VIGNES (Director, Legal Division), summarized the voting procedure as follows :

1 . During the first operation i.e. the trial v o t e , the members of the Committee 

could enter on their ballot paper the names of as many candidate countries as they 

w i s h e d , without any limit ; this initial operation corresponded to the establish

ment of a list of candidates which would be closed at the end of that trial vote .

2. During the second operation, i.e. the first ballot proper, the Committee was 
called upon to draw up a list of not less than 10 and not more than 15 Members, 
selected exclusively from the names put forward during the trial vote ; any 

ballot paper submitted during that vote which had more than 15 names or less 
than 10 would be regarded as invalid; the list established at the end of the 

vote would be transmitted to the Health Assembly.

3 . The third operation would consist of a new vote by secret ballot to 

establish a list of 10 members, chosen from the previous list, and which would 

also be transmitted to the Health Assembly.



Dr DLAMINI (Swaziland) asked w h y , since in several regions, including the African Region 

to which his country belonged, a consensus had been reached to present only as many candi

datures as there were Members whose term of membership of the Board was coming to an e n d , the 

members of the General Committee should complicate operations by adding fresh names of 

countries to those already included on the list of suggestions submitted to the Committee.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL reminded Dr Dlamini that, in accordance with the relevant Rules of 

the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly, as well as with the procedure described at the 

commencement of the meeting by the Deputy Director-General and which the General Committee 

had agreed to apply that year a l s o , its members were quite free to vote for as many countries 

as they desired during the first vote (trial vote) . He added in reply to Dr Venediktov, who 

had asked a specific question on that p oint, that if the list of Members resulting from the 

trial vote (the first operation mentioned by the Director of the Legal Division) were to 

include only 9 names, then the General Committee would have to proceed to a further vote in 

order to establish a list including at least 10 n a m e s •

After these explanations，a trial vote was taken by secret ballot for guidance purposes •

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL informed the Committee of the results of the ballot, during which 

13 countries obtained votes •

In response to questions by Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics),

Mr VIGNES (Director, Legal Division) stated firstly, that the 13 countries in question had 
appeared on the list of Members whose names had been suggested in advance, a n d , secondly, 

that if the number of members present and voting did not correspond to the total number of 

members of the General Committee， that was because of one absence and one abstention, the 

latter having taken the form of a blank ballot p a p e r .

The General Committee then proceeded to vote by secret ballot so as to draw up a list of 

not less than 10 members and not more than 15 members - selected from the list established 

during the trial vote - for transmission to the Health Assembly.

At the invitation of the Chairman, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL read out the list established by 

the General Committee . The following 12 countries obtained the requisite simple majority : 

Congo , Colombia, Ira n , Jamaica, Netherlands, O m a n , New Zealand, Samoa, Turkey, Norway and 

Tonga ; moreover, one country had not obtained the requisite majority.

The CHAIRMAN invited the General Committee to recommend the names of 10 Members whose 

election would ensure, in its opinion, a balanced distribution of seats on the Executive 

Board as a w h o l e . He pointed out that only the names appearing on the list of 12 Members 

could be included on the list of 10 Members, which should include not more and not less than 

10 n a m e s , if it were to be valid .

The General Committee then took a vote by secret ballot to establish the list of 10 

Members w h i c h , in the Committee's opinion, would provide if elected a balanced distribution 

of seats on the Executive Board . The following countries were designated : Congo, Colombia, 

Iran , Jamaica , Oman , Turkey, Netherlands , Samoa, New Zealand , and Norway .

The CHAIRMAN stated that the report containing the names of the 12 Members proposed, 

together with the names of the 10 Members w h i c h , in the Committee's opinion would provide, 

if elected, a balanced distribution of seats on the Executive Board, would be transmitted to 

the Health Assembly under Rule 102 of the Rules of Procedure.

2 . PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

After hearing the reports of Dr MARTINS (Mozambique), Chairman of Committee В and 

Professor SENAULT (France) , Chairman of Committee A, on the progress of the work of their 

committees, the General Committee decided on the programme of work for Tuesday, 15 and 

Wednesday , 16 M a y .
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The meeting rose at 14hl5.


