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FOURTH MEETING 

Tuesday, 15 May 1979, at 14h30 

Chairman: Dr H. F. B. Martins (Mozambique) 

later: Dr M. Tottie (Sweden) 

1. REVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE ORGANIZATION: Item 3.2 of the Agenda 

(continued) 

Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke 

Article 7 of the Constitution: Item 3.2.3 of the Agenda (Resolutions EB63.R9 -R15; 

Document А32/35 Rev.1 and Add.1) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that on the previous day it had decided to postpone 

the consideration of agenda item 3.2.3 until the present meeting in order to give the Members 

concerned time to reply to the cable sent to them by the Director- General urging them to let 

him know by Monday, 14 May, of any steps which they might be taking to regularize their 

contributions or provide information indicating reasons why payments were not now possible. 

Dr SEBINA (representative of the Executive Board), introducing the second report of the 

Committee of the Executive Board to Consider Certain Financial Matters prior to the Thirty - 

second World Health Assembly (document А32/35 Rev.1), said that the report covered the 

consideration given by the Committee, on behalf of the Board, to the matter of Members in 

arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which might invoke the provisions 

of Article 7 of the Constitution. That Article provided that voting privileges might be 

suspended if a Member State failed to meet its financial obligations to the Organization. 
Shortly before the Committee had met, six Members had been in that position, as defined 

in resolution WНА8.13. Since then, however, a further payment had been received from the 
Government of the Central African Empire, sufficient to remove that country from the list of 

Members in arrears. 

The Committee had reviewed the measures taken by the Director- General in his attempts to 

arrange for settlement of the arrears of the other five Members. It had been noted that 
payments had been made by Chad and Grenada since the closure of the Thirty -first World Health 

Assembly. Also, Gambia had given assurances that payment of its contributions would be made 
promptly. Furthermore, the situation in Democratic Kampuchea had been considered particularly 
difficult. Accordingly, the Committee had decided to recommend not that the Health Assembly 
should suspend the voting privileges of Chad, Grenada, Gambia and Democratic Kampuchea, but that 

those Members should be urged to regularize their contributions. The Committee had also 
requested the Director - General to communicate by cable with them and urge them to arrange for 
prompt payment of their outstanding arrears. 

The arrears of the Dominican Republic were considered very substantial, and its response 
to both the Health Assembly and the Director- General had been disappointing. The Committee 
had asked the Director -General to request that Member to make payment urgently or provide 
information on its plans to regularize its position. It had been hoped that by the time 
Committee B considered the matter the Director -General might have received a positive reply. 
Failing that, however, the Committee had felt constrained to recommend that the Health Assembly 
should adopt the draft resolution contained in paragraph 6 of document А32/35 Rev.1, which, 
if adopted, would suspend the voting rights of the Dominican Republic. 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director -General) introduced document А32/35 Rev.1 Add.l, which 
contained information on the payments and communications received since the meeting of the 
Committee of the Executive Board to Consider Certain Financial Matters prior to the Thirty - 
second World Health Assembly. The document had been completed in the evening of 14 May 1979. 
Since then two further payments or communications had been received. The head of the Gambian 
delegation had made a payment equivalent to US$ 1 towards that country's contribution for 

1977, thus removing it from the list of Members in arrears to an extent which might invoke 

the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution. Also, the Minister of Public Health of the 

• 

• 
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Republic of Chad had written a letter to the Director -General in which he had explained the 

difficulties in which his country had been placed by long years of war and disturbances and 
had assured the Director -General of his firm intention to regularize his country's position 
with regard to WHO as soon as he returned to Chad. 

Mr ALVAREZ DE TOLEDO (Spain) said that commitments were made to be met and rules were 
made to be obeyed, although special circumstances also had to be taken into account. The 
Committee was now called upon to decide whether the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution 
should be applied to the Dominican Republic, a country to which Spain was linked by a long- 

standing friendship and cultural affinity. His delegation therefore felt that it had an 

obligation to defend the Dominican Republic in the present proceedings. It should also be 

borne in mind that, in the letter annexed to document А32/35 Rev.1 Add.l, the Government of 

that country had not only recognized its debt and promised to pay it, but had also stated 

that ethical considerations prevented it from participating in the current session of the 

Health Assembly. The provisions of Article 7 were therefore already being applied. 

In view of the gravity attaching to any formal application of Article 7, of the fact 

that the debt had been recognized, and of the economic difficulties which developing countries 
experienced in certain circumstances, he proposed that the draft resolution contained in 

document A32/35 Rev.1 should be approved, with the deletion of operative paragraph Э suspending 

the voting privileges of the Dominican Republic and with the retention of operative paragraph 

4 urging that Member State to regularize its position. Administration was something very 

difficult to perfect. Only a few months previously, Spain had been among the Organization's 

biggest debtors: however, administrative problems had been overcome, and his country was no 

longer on the list of those in arrears. 

Mr NJAI (Gambia) said that Gambia had not resorted to making a token payment of US$ 1 

merely in order to bend the rules. Full authorization had been given to settle all his 

country's arrears and to pay its complete contribution for 1979. The delay was due to the 

intricacies of the international banking system, and the Committee could rest assured that all 

outstanding sums would have been received by the Organization before the closure of the 

current session. 

Dr GALAHOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), after noting with satisfaction the positive 

response to the Organization's efforts to obtain payment from Member States in arrears, drew 

attention to the mention, in document А32/35 Rev. 1 and Add.l, of a State which did not 
exist and of a representative, a letter from whom was annexed to the document, who represented 

nobody. As was well known, radical changes had taken place in Kampuchea: the former 

oppressive regime had been overthrown as the result of a popular rising and a new Government - 

the sole lawful representative of the Kampuchean people - had been established. It was 

astonishing that the overthrown regime, which in recent years had not replied to a single 

letter from the Director -General, should suddenly not only have sent a letter - albeit one 

in which the Health Assembly had been incorrectly addressed - but should also have taken 

steps to pay its arrears for the period 1975 -1978. 

It would be interesting to know whether the Director -General had taken any steps to 

establish contact with the only lawful Government of Kampuchea and whether he had received 

any correspondence from that Government. If such steps had not been taken, they certainly 

ought to be, since the lawful Government of Kampuchea had been recognized by many States and 

it alone could determine Kampuchea's relations with WHO and its participation in the 

Organization's activities. 

Mr VOHRA (India) suggested that, with due allowance being made for difficulties created 

by natural catastrophies and political upheavals, the Organization should consider the 

possibility of making payments of arrears in contributions subject to an increasing rate of 

interest, since otherwise Member States had no real incentive to make their payments within 
the stipulated period of time. 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director -General) informed the Committee that a payment equivalent 
to US$ L had just been received from Grenada, sufficient to remove that country from the list 

of Members in arrears in the payment of contributions to an extent which might invoke the 

provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution. 
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Dr HANG DIN' CAU (Viet Nam) noted with satisfaction that the permanent representative of 
Democratic Kampuchea to the United Nations had consented to pay that country's contribution 
up to 31 December 1977 and to make an advance for 1978. Such was his right and his duty to 

the Organization. 

That did not, however, mean that Member States would have the honour of welcoming 
Democratic Kampuchea as a permanent Member of WHO. According to the world press, the 

Government of Democratic Kampuchea had been overthrown on 7 January 1979 by the Kampuchean 
people, which had established in its stead the People's Republic of Kampuchea, whose 
Government was currently in control of Kampuchea. The new Government had apparently sent a 

message to the Director -General, whom he requested, if possible, to inform the Committee of 
its contents. He also requested the Health Assembly to delete from its resolutions any 
reference to Democratic Kampuchea. 

Dr LIU Xirong (China) regretted the allegations made by the delegates of the USSR and of 
Viet Nam regarding the existence of the independent and sovereign State of Democratic 
Kampuchea, whose Government was the only lawful government of that country and had been 
recognized by a large number of States. That position had been confirmed by the United 
Nations General Assembly at its thirty -third session, whose example WHO ought to follow. 
The statements made by the delegates of the USSR and of Viet Nam were totally at variance 
with resolutions of the United Nations and of WHO and were to be seen in the context of 
Vietnamese aggression against Kampuchea, approved and supported by the USSR. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the draft resolution submitted by the Committee of the Executive 
Board had been overtaken by events and would therefore not be put to the vote. The 
Rapporteur would submit an alternative draft resolution in which there would most probably be 
no question of invoking the provisions of Article 7 against any country in arrears of payment. 

Dr ENDARA (Ecuador) considered that, in view of WHO's technical cooperation programme 
and its administrative and staff commitments, the Organization had to be able to rely on the 
timely payment of contributions by Member States. All means of collecting them should be 
explored, although the application of Article 7 should, as far as possible, be avoided. 

• 

Dr LEBENTRAU (Germany Democratic Reoublic) expressed his full support for the Vietnamese 
delegate's proposal. As a result of a national liberation struggle, the Kampuchean people 
had overthrown the unpopular regime of Pol Pot. The People's Revolutionary Council was the 
only representative of the people of Kampuchea, and nobody else was entitled to speak on that 
people's behalf. 

He agreed that a new draft resolution would facilitate the work of the Committee. 

Mr McKINNON (Canada) said that his delegation, together with those of Australia, Denmark, • 
Federal Republic of Germany, Fiji, Ghana and Netherlands, intended to submit a draft 
resolution which would be handed to the Secretariat shortly for distribution either later 
that afternoon or early next morning. The purpose of the draft resolution was to amend 
Rule 72 of the Rules of Procedure, which stated that a two -thirds majority was needed in order 
to take certain decisions in the World Health Assembly. It gave an indicative but not 
exhaustive list of the important issues which required such a majority. Under the draft 
resolution sponsored by his and six other delegations, the application of the provisions of 
Article 7 to any Member for any reason would be explicitly included under Rule 72 as an 
important issue requiring a two -thirds majority. 

The reasons underlying the draft resolution were simple aid related to universality, 
which was a fundamental principle of the WHO Constitution. That principle was also to be 
found in the United Nations Charter, under which decisions concerning the deprivation of 
certain rights of Member States required a two -thirds majority. The draft resolution to be 
submitted to Committee B would simply amend Rule 72 to bring it into line with the Rules of 
Procedure of the United Nations. The sponsors merely requested that all members of the 
Committee would, in accordance with Rule 52, be afforded an opportunity to give it careful 
consideration. 

Dr HOANG DIN' CAU (Viet Nam) said that he did not wish to take up the Health Assembly's 
time with the discussion of political issues, but if Members wished to know who really ruled 
in Kampuchea, they only had to ask for a visa to visit Phnom Penh or any other part of the 
country. 
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Dr GALAHOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that he, too, did not wish to take 

up the Committee's time with political discussions. He would, however, like to remind 

Members that in the past the USSR had insisted, in WHO and elsewhere, that the seat of China 

should be occupied by the representative of the People's Republic of China, and not by the 

representative of Chiang Kai -shek. He therefore rejected all the allegations made by the 

Chinese delegate against his country. 

Dr LIU Xirong (China) said that the USSR delegate's argument was groundless, since 

Taiwan was part of China and therefore could be no analogy with the situation in Kampuchea, 

where a puppet government had been established by Viet Nam and imposed by force. The so- 

called "People's Revolutionary Council" was a pretext for the continuation of the Vietnamese 

military occupation. His delegation was therefore strongly opposed to any attempt to admit 

a representative of the puppet regime to WHO. 

The CHAIRMAN appealed to members of the Committee to confine their remarks to the 

agenda item under consideration. 

Mr VIGNES (Director, Legal Division) said that various comments had been made in 

regard to the payments effected by Phnom Penh. In the first place, it was the practice 
of the Organization to conform to the attitude adopted by the United Nations in relation 
to governments. The Organization had been in contact with the Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea for the reason that the Security Council in January 1979 had accepted the 

credentials of representatives of the Government of Democratic Kampuchea, and other 
specialized agencies had followed suit. The Third United Nations Conference on the Law 
of the Sea had recently taken the same attitude, and accordingly there could have been 
no question of the World Health Organization taking a different attitude. 

In any case, the sums which had been paid related to the period before 7 January 1979, 
the date on which the People's Revolutionary Council had assumed power. Those sums 
related to amounts outstanding at the time and had been paid by the then Government, which 
recognized its obligations. 

In response to the delegate of Viet Nam, he informed the Committee that on 7 May 1979 
a letter had been received by the Director -General, emanating from the Embassy of the 

People's Republic of Kampuchea at Hanoi, which conveyed the warm greetings of the People's 
Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea on the occasion of the Thirty -second World Health Assembly, 
and stated that the so- called Government of Democratic Kampuchea no longer existed. The 
letter added that as from 12h30 on 12 January 1979 the People's Revolutionary Council 
was the legal Government of Kampuchea and was alone entitled to appoint representatives 
to WHO conferences. No representative of that country had presented credentials at the 

current Health Assembly, and the country was not represented. 

2. USE OF THE PORTUGUESE LANGUAGE AT THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA: Item 3.5 of the 
Agenda (Document ЕВ63/48, Resolution EВ63.R6 and Annex 3) 

Dr SEBINA (representative of the Executive Board), introducing the item, said that 
the Board, during its examination of the programme budget for 1980 -1981, had considered 
a proposal for the phased introduction of the Portuguese language, based on a plan 
proposed by the Regional Director and endorsed by the Regional Committee for Africa. 
The first phase would provide interpretation from and into Portuguese at the session of the 
Regional Committee in 1979, the modest costs of which could probably be absorbed in the 
regional budget for 1979. The second phase would be implemented during the 1980 -1981 
biennium and was estimated to cost about US$ 183 000. Provisional cover for that amount 
had been tentatively included in the proposed programme budget for 1980 -1981. The total 
estimated costs of implementing the plan during the periods 1980 -1981, 1982 -1983 and 
1984 -1985 were summarized in paragraph 8 of Annex 3 to document ЕВ63/48. It was 
proposed that the Portuguese language should be introduced in the African Region in the 
first place on a basis of selectivity and finally in parallel with other languages. 



A 3 2/В /SR/4 

page 6 

Dr BROYELLE (France) supported the draft resolution recommended in resolution ЕВ63.R6 
which was in accordance with the principles constantly upheld by her delegation, and would 
enable countries to participate more actively in discussions. 

Dr WARD -BREW (Ghana) was surprised to see a proposal put forward which called for 
increased expenditure at a time when the emphasis was on cutting costs and pruning the 

budget. The financial strains in the Regional Office for Africa, to which reference had 
been made in the report of the External Auditor, provided a further argument against the 

proposal. 

Dr de MENEZES (Cape Verde), supporting the draft resolution, pointed out that a number 
of countries which had recently acquired independence would benefit greatly from the 

information disseminated by the Organization if the Portuguese language were introduced. 

Dr MAFIANBA (United Republic of Cameroon) and Dr GALAHOV (Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics) expressed support for the draft resolution which would enable Portuguese - 
speaking countries to participate more fully in WHO's work. 

Dr DIAS (Guinea -Bissau) and Dr RICA (Brazil) also supported the draft resolution. 

Dr BASTOS DOS SANTOS (Angola) said that language could prove a barrier to communication 
and it was necessary to break down any barriers which stood in the way of human health. 
With the progressive introduction of Portuguese, the countries concerned would be able to 

play an increasingly active part in WHO's work in Africa. He fully supported the draft 
resolution. 

Dr LEBENTRAU (German Democratic Republic) said that, in addition to the intrinsic 
advantages of the introduction of the Portuguese language in Africa, it would also promote 
the development of cooperation among developing countries and foster mutual understanding. 
Since the project could be implemented from within regional budgetary resources 1979 
he gave it his unqualified support. 

Professor SYLLA (Senegal) understood that some members might have reservations on 
financial grounds, but he urged them to look rather at the greater effectiveness of WHO 
activities in Africa which would follow the introduction of the Portuguese language. 

Priority matters such as primary health care and the progress of the developing countries 
were at stake. 

Dr ALFA CISSÉ (Niger), supporting the previous speaker, said that financial 

considerations should not be allowed to interfere with priority tasks. 

Dr MOHAPELOA (Lesotho) did not consider that financial retrenchment should be allowed 
to affect the important issue of the Portuguese language. 

Dr Tottie (Sweden) took the Chair. 

Э. FIRST REPORT OF COMMITTEE B (Document A32/40) 

Dr BORGOÑO DOMÍNGUEZ (Chile), Rapporteur, read out the draft first report of the 

Committee (document А32/40). 

Dr GALAHOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) could not agree to the resolution 

entitled "Report on casual income ". If there were to be a vote on the draft report, 

therefore, he would be obliged to abstain. 

Decision: The report was adopted. 
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4. REPORT OF COMMITTEE B ТO COMMITTEE A (Document А32/41) 

Dr BORGOÑO DOMÍNGUEZ (Chile), Rapporteur, read out the draft report of Committee B 

to Committee A (document А32/41). 

Dr GALAHO V (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) asked why paragraph 2 was included in 
the draft report. 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director -General) explained that traditionally Committee B had 
reported to Committee A not only on the amount of available casual income which could be used 
to help finance the proposed budget, as required by resolution WHA31.1, but also on the 
estimated amount of reimbursement for programme support costs relating to activities financed 
by the UNDP and executed by WHO. Committee A would thus have before it, when it considered 
the proposed budget level and Appropriation Resolution, the recommendations of Committee B 
with regard to all sources of income for the proposed budget other than the assessments of 
Members. 

Decision: The report was adopted. 

5. USE OF THE PORTUGUESE LANGUAGE AT THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA: Item 3.5 of the 
Agenda (resumed) 

Dr ALDEREGUTA (Cuba) said that it was clear from the discussions held at the Regional 
Office for Africa that the Portuguese - speaking countries had an important part to play and 
they should be given the opportunity to do so. 

Professor DE CARVALHO SAMPAIO (Portugal) said that the use of Portuguese in the African 
Region would greatly facilitate communication between African nations. The draft 
resolution represented an important step forward for health in Africa. 

Dr KALISA (Zaire), Mr TEKA (Ethiopia), Dr RWASINE (Rwanda), Mr MASISI (Botswana), 
Dr MARQUES DE LIMA (Sao Tome and Principe) and Mr ALVAREZ DE TOLEDO (Spain) expressed their 
support for the draft resolution. 

Dr ABDULHADI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that language was a vital element in 

promoting contact between human beings. The Portuguese - speaking nations should be given 
the opportunity to play an active part in the work of the Organization. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to consider the draft resolution recommended in 

resolution EB63.R6. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

6. SCALE OF ASSESSMENT: Item 3.6 of the Agenda 

Assessment of Djibouti: Item 3.6.2 of the Agenda (Resolution WНАЭ 1.14; Document А32/16) 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director -General) introduced document А32/16, which contained the 
Director -General's recommendation to the Health Assembly to fix the definitive assessment 
rate for Djibouti. In accordance with resolution WHA31.14, Djibouti, which had acceded to 

membership of WHO under the provisions of Article 4 of the Constitution on 10 March 1978, had 
been assessed at the provisional rates of 0.02% for 1978 and 0.01% for 1979 and future years. 
The United Nations General Assembly had established the assessment of Djibouti on 3 November 
1978 at the rates of 0.02% for 1977 and 0.01% for 1978 -1979. Those rates corresponded to 

0.02% in the WHO scale for 1978 and to 0.01% in the WHO scales for 1979 and future years. 
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The Health Assembly might wish to fix the definitive assessment of Djibouti at the 

rates of 0.02% for 1978 and 0.01% for 1979 and future years. He drew attention to the draft 

resolution contained in document А32/16. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

Assessment of Viet Nam: Item 3.6.3 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA31.16; Document А32/17) 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director -General) introduced document А32/17 which contained the 

Director -General's recommendation to the Health Assembly to fix the definitive assessment 

rate for Viet Nam. Following the unification of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and the 

Republic of South Viet Nam on 2 July 1976 to form the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, that 

State, in accordance with resolution WHA30.13, had been assessed at the provisional rates of 

one -half of 0.02% for 1976 from 1 July 1976 onwards, and 0.03% for 1977 and 1978. Since at 

the time of the Thirty -first World Health Assembly in May 1978 no action had yet been taken 

with regard to the assessment of Viet Nam in the United Nations, the provisional assessment 

of that State remained unchanged at 0.03% in the WHO scale of assessment for 1979. 

The United Nations General Assembly, in its resolution 3311 adopted on 3 November 1978, 

had established the assessment of Viet Nam at the rate of one -half of 0.02% for 1976 from 

1 July onwards; and at the rate of 0.03% for the years 1977 and 1978 -1979. The Health 

Assembly might wish to fix the definitive assessment of Viet Nam at the rate of one-half of 

0.02% for 1976 from 1 July 1976 onwards and at the rate of 0.03% for 1977 and future years. 

He drew attention to the draft resolution contained in document А32/17. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

Scale of assessment for the financial period 1980 -1981: Item 3.6.4 of the Agenda (Resolution 
WHA30.21; Documents ЕВ63/49, Chapter III, paragraph 16, and А32/18) 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director -General) said that in implementation of the Health Assembly 
resolutions referred to in paragraph 1 of document А32/18, the proposed scale of assessment 
for 1980 -1981 had been calculated on the basis of the United Nations scale of assessment for 
1978 and 1979, as originally approved by the United Nations General Assembly in its 
resolution 3239 and subsequently complemented by resolution 3311 establishing the assess- 
ments of Djibouti and Viet Nam. The proposed WHO scale for 1980 -1981 was in fact exactly the 
same scale as that approved by the Thirty -first World Health Assembly for the year 1979. 

For the first time, the Organization's scale of assessment would cover a full biennium, 
the Thirtieth World Health Assembly having adjusted the Financial Regulations, under the 
terms of resolution WHА30.21, to conform with its earlier decision to adopt a biennial budget 
cycle. Under the new Financial Regulation 5.3, the assessed contribution of Members based on 
the scale of assessment was to be divided into two equal instalments, the first to relate to 
the first year and the second to relate to the second year of the financial period. In the 
first year of the financial period, the Health Assembly might decide to amend the scale of 
assessment to be applied to the second year of the financial period. Accordingly, after 
adoption by the Thirty- second World Health Assembly of the regular budget for the financial 
period 1980 -1981, the Director -General would inform Members of their commitments for the full 
financial period and request them to remit the first part of their contributions by 
1 January 1980 and the second part by 1 January 1981. The contributions assessed would thus 
be paid in two equal annual amounts,unless the Thirty -third World Health Assembly in 1980 
revised the scale of assessment to be applied in 1981 or revised the budget in a way that 
would affect the level of contributions to be paid in 1981. 

He drew attention to the draft resolution contained in document А32/18. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

7. APPOINTMENT OF THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR: 
WHA31.17; Document А32/19) 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director -General) 
Auditor General of the United Kingdom, had 

Item 3.7 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA30.15 and 

recalled that Sir Douglas Henley, Comptroller and 
first been appointed by the Thirty -first World 

• 

• 
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Health Assembly in May 1978 as External Auditor of the accounts of WHO for two years, covering 

the audit of the financial years 1978 and 1979, and that he had consented to accept that 

appointment on rather short notice following the untimely death, in October 1977, of 

Mr Ivarsson, who had been originally appointed External Auditor for the same period by the 

Thirtieth World Health Assembly in May 1977. 

Sir Douglas Henley had informed the Director -General that he would be prepared, should it 

be the wish of the Health Assembly, to have his appointment as External Auditor of WHO 
extended to cover the financial period 1980 -1981. As the work connected with the audit of 

the accounts for 1980, the first year of the biennium, must commence early in 1980, it was 

necessary that the Health Assembly take a decision on the appointment. 

Since its inception, WHO had always had the same External Auditor as ILO. That had 

resulted in economies and had had the further advantage of providing the services of an 

external audit team with broader experience and knowledge of practices, procedures and 

auditing requirements of the specialized agencies. Sir Douglas Henley was the External 
Auditor of several other organizations within the United Nations system. 

Dr GALAHOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that Sir Douglas Henley's first 

report as External Auditor had left a very favourable impression, and the Soviet delegation 
supported his appointment for the financial period 1980 -1981, among other reasons so that the 
praiseworthy plans which he had outlined in that document could be carried out. 

Mr WIRTH (Federal Republic of Germany) said that his delegation had already had the 

opportunity to congratulate the External Auditor, and it supported his appointment for the 
biennium 1980 -1981. He also expressed approval of the cost - sharing arrangment with ILO. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to consider the draft resolution contained in 
document А32/19. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

8. REVIEW OF THE WORKING CAPITAL FUND: Item 3.8.3 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA28.25: 
Document ЕВ63/48, resolution ЕВ63.R23 and Annex 9) 

Dr GALEGO PIMENTEL (Representative of the Executive Board), introducing the item, said 
that the last review of the Working Capital Fund by the Health Assembly had taken place in 
1975; in resolution WHA28.25, adopted in that year, the Twenty- eighth World Health Assembly 
had inter alia based advances to the Working Capital Fund on the 1976 scale of assessment. 
The Twenty -ninth World Health Assembly had, in resolution WHA29.27, amended Financial Regula- 
tions 5.1 and 6,3 and authorized the Director -General temporarily to finance programme 
activities by certain internal borrowing when the cash balance of the Working Capital Fund was 
depleted. 

In his report to the Executive Board at its session in January 1979 (document ЕВ63/48, 
Annex 9), the Director -General had dealt with three basic points. 

The first concerned the authorized level of the Working Capital Fund and its adequacy to 
meet the needs for which it had been established. The Director -General had concluded that, 
taking into account the current flow of receipts of assessed contributions to the regular budget 
and his internal borrowing authority, the authorized level of the Fund was adequate. 

The second point was that in the Director -General's assessment, the authorizations 
contained in resolution WHA28.25 providing for advances from the Working Capital Fund to meet 
unforeseen or extraordinary expenses, and to finance the provision of emergency supplies to 
Members and Associate Members against reimbursement, were also adequate. 

The third basic point related to a review of the scale of assessment for advances to Part I 
of the Working Capital Fund. Since the last reassessment in 1975, there had been increases 
in the membership of the Organization and significant changes in the scale of assessment for 
the regular budget. Accordingly, the Director - General had proposed that advances by Members 
and Associate Members to Part I of the Working Capital Fund be revised on the basis of the 
scale of assessment for the financial period 1980 -1981 to be adopted by the Thirty - second 
World Health Assembly. 
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Following its consideration of the Director- General's report, the Executive Board had 
adopted resolution EB6З.R23, in which it recommended a draft resolution for adoption by the 
Thirty - second World Health Assembly. 

Decision: The draft resolution recommended in resolution ЕВ63.R23 was approved. 

9. ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ON "THE ROLE OF WHO EXPERT ADVISORY 
PANELS AND COMMITTEES AND COLLABORATING CENTRES IN MEETING THE NEEDS OF WHO 
REGARDING EXPERT ADVICE AND IN CARRYING OUT TECHNICAL ACTIVITIES OF WHO" 
(INTERIM REPORT): Item 3.9 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 246, page 253; 
Resolution WHA30.17; Document А32/20) 

Dr SEBINA (representative of the Executive Board), introducing the item, said that the 
Working Group responsible for the preparation of the organizational study had been holding 
further meetings during the Thirty - second World Health Assembly. He drew attention to the 
Board's recommendation, reflected in paragraph 6 of the interim report (document А32/20) that 
the period for completion of the study should be extended by one year and the final text 
presented to the Thirty -third World Health Assembly in May 1980. 

Professor SPIES (Chairman of the Board's Working Group on the organizational study) said 
that he would willingly answer any questions or comments by members of the Committee. 

Dr MAFIAMBA (United Republic of Cameroon) congratulated the Working Group on its progress 
report on the study thus far (document EB63/24), and in particular on the work concerning 
expert advisory panels and collaborating centres, including the efforts to increase the partici- 
pation of specialists from the Third World. He emphasized the duty which centres agreeing to 
act as WHO collaborating centres had in the transfer of technology to developing countries. 

Dr COSTA (Mozambique) supported the Board's recommendation on extension of the study for 
a year. She expressed the hope that it would deal with the question of the geographical 
delimitation of WHO regions. 

Dr CHAMOV (Bulgaria) said that since the organizational study on "Coordination at the 
national level in relation to the technical cooperation field programme of the Organization" 
(Official Records No. 157, Annex 16) in 1967, there had been definite progress in terms of 

countries' contributions to the programme of WHO. Profound economic and social changes had 

been reflected in national services, especially in the developing countries. The new 
organizational study was an appropriate sequel, as it was examining the basic role of WHO in 

meeting technical cooperation needs in the light of those changes. He urged that it should 

be wide - ranging and thorough, taking into account new technical cooperation activities and the 
goal of "Health for all by the year 2000 ". It would then justify the further year recommended 
for its completion. 

WHO's experiment in using national programme coordinators in certain countries seemed to 

be justified, and reflected the growing number of national specialists in the health field in 

the developing countries. The experiment should be pursued, in view of the benefits to be 
derived for both WHO and its Member States. The outcome of the study should help to improve 

the quality of WHO's technical cooperation and its advisory and coordinating role, and also to 
achieve the economies which the Organization now needed. 

Professor COLAKOVIC (Yugoslavia) said that in his Government's opinion collaborating 

centres played an important part in WHO's work. There were many centres in his country, which 

was ready to cooperate in every possible way. 

Dr GALAHOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) attached great importance to the organi- 

zational study under consideration and recognized the need to extend it; he urged that the 

Working Group should accelerate the pace of its work and, in particular, intensify its efforts 

to ensure the full representativeness of expert advisory panels and committees. He emphasized 

further the need to formulate criteria in order to assess the effectiveness of advisory bodies 

in helping to implement the programme of WHO. 
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Professor SPIES (Chairman of the Working Group on the organizational study) assured the 

Committee that close attention would be given to the substance of its comments. The progress 

of the study was already oriented towards meeting the requirements they had indicated. The 

subject was a difficult one, but the Working Group's six sessions and the many consultations 

with national agencies had been carried out in an atmosphere of frankness and cordiality. 

Hе looked forward to reporting on the completed study in May 1980. 

The meeting rose at 17h30. 

• 

• 


