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FIRST MEETING 

Wednesday, 9 May 1979， at 17hl5 

Chairman : Dr H. F. B. Martins (Mozambique)

1. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEUR (RULE 36): Item 3.1 of the Agenda 
(Document A32/33)

The CHAIRMAN, recalling Rule 36 of the Rules of Procedure, drew attention to the third 
report of the Committee on Nominations (document A32/33), in which Dr M. Tottie (Sweden) had 
been nominated for the office of Vice-Chairman of 
(Chile) for that of Rapporteur.

Committee В , and Dr J. M. Borgona Dominguez

Decision: Dr M. Tottie and Dr J . M. Borgona Domínguez were elected Vice-Chairman and 
Rapporteur, respectively, by acclamation.

2. ORGANIZATION OF WORK

The CHAIRMAN, in accordance with operative paragraph 1(2) of resolution WHA31.9, 
outlined the role of the Executive Board and of its representatives at the Health Assembly.
In recent years there had been a strengthening of the Board's role as an organ for giving 
effect to the decisions and policies of the Health Assembly. The Board was also called on 
to submit proposals on its own initiative, and to study all questions within its competence, 
including the preparation of a general programme of work for the Organization for submission 
to the Health Assembly.

The Board appointed four members to represent it at the Health Assembly ; their rôle was 
to convey to the Assembly the views expressed during consideration of items which needed to be 
brought to the attention of the Assembly, and to explain the thinking behind any . 
recommendations made by the Board for the Assembly's consideration. During a debate in the 
Health Assembly on those items , Executive Board representatives were free to reply to points 
raised whenever they considered that clarification of the Board's position was needed. 
Statements by Board representatives, which put forward the views of the Board, were therefore 
to be distinguished from statements by delegates expressing the views of their respective 
governments.

He recalled the Committee's terms of reference, as contained in operative paragraph 1(2) 
of resolution WHA31.1, and the items on its agenda that it must complete before Committee A 
could take up subitem 2.3.2 (Budget level and Appropriation Resolution for the financial 
period 1980-1981). Those were : item 3,2 (Review of the financial position of the 
Organization) with its three subitems ; item 3.3 (Supplementary budgetary requirements for 
1979) ; item 3.4 (Report on casual income) ; item 3.5 (Use of the Portuguese language at the 
Regional Office for Africa); and item 3.6 (Scale of assessment). As far as possible, he 
would take the items on Committee B ’s agenda in the order of listing in the provisional agenda

He reminded the Committee that the Health Assembly in plenary had decided that the 
recommendation of the Executive Board to the effect that neither main committee of the Health 
Assembly should meet during plenary meetings of the Assembly should be implemented on an 
experimental basis at the current session, while all the recommendations concerning the 
method of work of the Assembly contained in resolution EB63.R33 should be considered in 
Committee В , which would then make its recommendations to the Health Assembly.

He proposed that the Committee should normally meet from 9h30 to 12h30 and from 14h30 to 
17h30.

It was so agreed.

Dr CHRISTENSEN, Secretary, drew attention to the main documents to which the Committee 
would frequently need to refer in the course of its work.

The meeting rose at 17h40.


