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THIRTY-SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

FOURTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE A

During the course of its eighteenth meeting held on 25 May 1979, Committee A decided 
to recommend to the Thirty-second World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached 
resolutions, relating to the following agenda items :

2.7.5 Technical activities and questions identified for additional examination during 
the review of the proposed programme budget and of the Executive Board's 
report thereon

- Recruitment of international staff in WHO

- Organization of a world fortnight on hygiene and cleanliness

- Leprosy

2.7.3 Development of WHO * s programme on alcohol-related problems (including 
health statistics related to alcohol)



RECRUITMENT OF INTERNATIONAL STAFF IN WHO

The Thirty-second World Health Assembly,

Convinced of the importance of equitable geographical distribution of WHO international 
staff for all activities of the Organization ;

Recalling resolution 3l/26 of the United Nations General Assembly as well as WHO 
Executive Board resolutions EB57.R52, EB59.R51 and EB63.R25 which contain guiding principles 
for WHO international staff recruitment ;

Noting with satisfaction that the Director-General has established, and the Executive 
Board has approved, for the purpose of geographical distribution desirable ranges, similar 
to those applied by the United Nations but adapted to WHO1s membership and the size of 
its Secretariat ;

Concerned also at the slow progress in correcting a serious imbalance in geographical 
distribtuion of WHO Secretariat posts which precludes the attainment of appropriate 
representation of unrepresented and under-represented countries within the time limit 
approved by the United Nations ;

Further convinced that WHO as a United Nat ions specialized agency should follow the 
United Nations principles of recruitment of international personnel,

Recalling that Article 101 (3) of the Charter of the United Nations provides that 
•the paramount consideration in the employment of the staff and in the determination of 
the conditions of service shall be the necessity of securing the highest standards of 
efficiency, competence, and integrity' and that ' due regard shall be paid to the importance 
of recruiting the staff on as wide a geographical basis as possible';

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue and intensify his efforts to correct the 
existing geographical imbalance of WHO international staff, following as closely as 
possible the practices accepted by the United Nations in order to reach the equitable 
geographical distribution of this staff in the shortest time practicable, giving particular 
preference to candidates from the developing or under-represented countries ;

2. REQUESTS the Executive Board to review annually the status of international staff 
recruitment and to report to the Assembly thereon ;

3. REQUESTS the sixty-fifth session of the Executive Board to re-examine the concept
of desirable ranges relating to the appointment of international staff in view of the on-going 
study on the structure of WHO in the light of its functions.
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ORGANIZATION OF A WORLD FORTNIGHT 
ON HYGIEte AND CLEANLINESS

The Thirty-second World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolutions EB63.R18 and EB63.R32 on the promotion of environmental health ;

Bearing in mind the priority assigned to preventive activities and to the many 
aspects of health education;

Considering the major objective of primary health care, which envisages the 
participation of all sections of the population ;

Encouraged by the efforts made to protect nature and the environment, regarded as 
a prerequisite for harmonious development ;

1. RECOMMENDS to all Member States to strengthen the existing measures for the continuous 
promotion of environmental health and to organize a world fortnight on hygiene and 
cleanliness, backed by the public health authorities in conjunction with the services 
responsible for environmental protection and with all interested bodies ;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to collaborate with countries by promoting the 
dissemination of all types of information capable of mobilizing populations to promote 
development of mass health education concerning hygiene and cleanliness.

the
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LEPROSY

The Thirty-second World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolutions WHA29.70 and WHA30.36 
World Health Assembly and the Executive Board ;

and previous other resolutions both of the

Noting:

(a) the progress made throughout the world 
particularly in studies of ultra-structure , 
chemotherapy and prophylaxis ;

since the adoption of the above resolutions - 
histochemistry , bacteriology, immunology,

(b) that leprosy, in spite of such advances, is still a major public health and social 
problem in some countries of Africa, Asia, Latin America and Pacific Islands ;

(c) that urgent and resolute steps will be necessary to control leprosy if the concept
of Health for all by the year 2000 is to become a practical possibility, since the periods 
of incubation and infectivity of leprosy may extend up to a considerable number of years ;

1. URGES Member States with endemic leprosy to:

(1) allocate adequate resources to carry out effective leprosy programmes 
training of their own personnel;

including

(2) support treatment, physical and social rehabilitation and vocational programmes for 
leprosy patients to make them self-reliant and self-supporting ;

(3) review the current practices of isolation of leprosy patients in specialized 
institutions, where this exists, in order to achieve their progressive integration as 
active and fully accepted members of society ;

REQUESTS the Director-General to :

(1) intensify the Organization's activities for leprosy control in the next decade, in 
contribution to the attainment of the objective : Health for all by the year 2000;

(2) cooperate with Member States with endemic leprosy to develop effective programmes 
for prevention and treatment of leprosy ;

(3) continue to mobilize resources from extrabudgetary sources both for the leprosy 
control programme and for the Special Programme of Research and Training in Tropical 
Diseases， particularly for epidemiological surveys and chemotherapeutic trials， and to 
promote relevant research for the development of new drugs as well as in the field of 
immunology with the objective of producing a vaccine for prophylaxis ; and

(4) report to the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly on the steps taken.



DEVELOPMENT OF THE WHO PROGRAmE ON ALCOHOL-RELATED PROBLEMS

A32/53
page 5

The Thirty-second World Health Assembly,

Recognizing that problems related to alcohol, and particularly to its excessive 
consumption, rank among the world1s major public health problems,

Recalling resolutions WHA28.81, WHA28.84, WHA29.21 and EB63.R30 concerning, respectively, 
health statistics related to alcohol, the promotion of mental health and psychosocial factors 
and health,

Appreciating the work already carried out by the Organization and nongovernmental 
organizations on alcohol-related problems ,

Noting the discussions of the Executive Board concerning the need to develop further the 
WHO programme on the above-mentioned problems,

1. DECIDES that problems relating to alcohol consumption, including health, social and 
economic consequences, constitute serious hazards for human health, welfare and life, and that 
it is necessary, therefore, for Member States to pay greater attention to these problems ;

2. URGES that Member States :

(1) take all appropriate measures to reduce the consumption of alcohol among all sectors 
of the population, but especially among young people, adolescents and pregnant women ;

(2) develop intensive preventive programmes that include public information and 
education concerning alcohol problems, and ensure the provision of appropriate legislation 
and other measures enabling effective action to be taken, for example in relation to the 
production and sale of alcoholic beverages ; »

(3) undertake additional measures for the prevention, control and management of such 
problems as may arise in relation to alcohol consumption, including the provision
of treatment and rehabilitation services and the development of the necessary manpower 
within the context of health services ;

(4) develop and collect relevant and reliable statistical and other information related 
to alcohol consumption and its consequent problems ;

(5) study the behavioural and sociological factors contributing to alcohol abuse ;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(1) to strengthen WHO's capacity to respond to requests from governments to provide 
support for their efforts in dealing with the problems associated with alcohol ;

(2) to encourage greater intercountry collaboration with respect to the prevention and 
treatment of alcohol-related problems by developing joint training programmes, reviewing 
existing trade practices and agreements relating to alcohol, establishing international 
criteria for reporting alcohol-related problems and levels of alcohol production, and 
ensuring the exchange of experience regarding particular preventive measures；

(3) to promote joint consideration by the organizations of the United Nations system and 
nongovernmental organizations of the problems associated with alcohol and their 
alleviation, and specifically to invite the United Nations Statistical Office, the 
International Labour Organisation, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to 
collaborate with WHO in this work;
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(4) to seek additional funds from the United Nations, particularly from the bodies 
concerned with drug dependence, and from governmental and nongovernmental sources, and to 
study the possibility of establishing a special fund within the United Nations System, 
concerned with alcohol-related problems including alcoholism;

(5) to report on these matters to future Health Assemblies as appropriate ;

4. REQUESTS the Executive Board to consider "Alcohol consumption and alcohol-related 
problems" as the subject for Technical Discussions as early as possible.


