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TWENTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR 

THE AMERICAS/XXV MEETING OF THE DIRECTING COUNCIL OF РАНО 

Report by the Regional Director 

The Director-General has the honour to present to the Executive Board the report by the 

Regional Director on the twenty-ninth session of the Regional Committee for the Americas /xxv 

Meeting of the Directing Council of РАНО, annexed to this document. This report highlights 

those matters emanating from the session to which the Regional Director wishes to draw the 

attention of the Board. Should members of the Board wish to see the full report of the 

Regional Committee, it is available on request. 
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ANNEX 

REPORT BY THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR ON THE TWENTY-NINTH SESSION OF 

THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE AMERICAS/XXV MEETING OF THE 

DIRECTING COUNCIL OF РАНО 

The twenty-ninth session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Americas /xxv Meeting of 

the Directing Council of the Pan American Health Organization was held in Washington, D.C. 

from 28 September to 6 October 1977. 

Thirty-one Member governments and participating governments of РАНО were represented. 

The meeting was also attended by Dr Halfdan Mahler, Director-General of W H O , and the WHO 

Regional Directors for Africa, South-East A s i a , Europe, the Eastern Mediterranean and the 

Western Pacific, together with observers for the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, for 

five intergovernmental organizations and for 46 nongovernmental organizations. 

The Executive Committee was represented by Dr Robert de Caires (United States of America), 

Dr Laurence J . Charles (Bahamas), and Dr Rubén M . C^ceres (Paraguay). 

The following officers were appointed： 

President, Mr Adan Cajina Ríos (Nicaragua)； Vice-Presidents, Miss B. A . Miller (Barbados) 

and Dr W . A . van Kanten (Surinam)； Rapporteur, Dr Everardo Gonzalez Galvez (Panama)； and 

Secretary ex officio, Dr Hector R
e
 Acuna, Director of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau. 

The Council held one preliminary session, 11 plenary sessions and one closing session, 

and adopted 35 resolutions on a variety of items. 

The formal request for admission to РАНО submitted by the Government of Grenada was 

approved, with the result that there are now 29 Member governments ； in addition, France, the 

Netherlands and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland act as participating 

governments. Brazil, Canada and Venezuela were elected to the Executive Committee for three 

years upon the expiry of the terms of office of Bolivia, the United States of America and 

Jamaica. 

The annual report of the Director, which outlines the efforts accomplished in 1976 in 

support of the many programmes being implemented at the country level, was submitted to the 

Council for consideration and the representatives congratulated the Director and staff of the 

Bureau on the work accomplished. A budget of US$ 36 502 659 was approved for the Organization 

for 1978 ； the appropriations will be financed from quota contributions made by the 

governments and from other income. This figure, together with the funds allotted to the 

Region of the Americas by WHO and other sources, makes a total of US$ 62 815 686 which will 

be devoted to public health programmes within the Region. 

The Council took note of the final report of the IV Special Meeting of Ministers of 

Health of the Americas (26-27 September 1977) and resolved to incorporate the development of 

community participation and primary health care into the policy of РАНО as basic strategies 

for achieving extension of health service coverage. It was recommended to governments that 

they renew their efforts to extend health services within the shortest possible time to the 

underserved population in rural and urban areas by： (a) programming the strategies in 

accordance with the political, socioeconomic and cultural realities of each country; 

(b) development of the administrative process in the programming of investments and services 

and in the eventual evaluation of the operations； (с) restructuring of health systems； 

(d) revision of manpower development plans; (e) development of joint programmes among 

countries with similar characteristics and common health problems； (f) planned interchange 

of specialized personnel; and (g) systematized analysis of the requirements for cooperation 

with a view to using it for supplementing national resources. The conclusions of the 

IV Special Meeting of Ministers of Health of the Americas will be presented, on the recom-

mendation of the Council, as a contribution of the Region of the Americas to the World 

Conference on Primary Health Care to be held in Alma A t a , U S S R , in 1978. 
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After examining the activities conducted by the Member governments in the area of 

juvenile health, the Council recommended that efforts be continued to develop programmes for 

the protection of the health of young people, taking into account the training aspects, and 

that measures be taken to systematize the process whereby the available resources can be 

utilized for the promotion of these activities in all the countries, emphasis being laid on 

guidance for family life and responsible parenthood and on active participation by young 

people in community development• 

Bearing in mind that in 1979 an International Year of the Child is to be celebrated, the 

Council requested the Director to promote the participation of the Organization in the plans 

to be implemented in that connexion in the Region, and urged governments to identify the most 

important problems of children in order to proceed to strengthen the appropriate programmes, 

assigning particular priority to the aspects concerned with health education, nutrition, 

vaccination, control of infectious diseases, development of the infrastructure and personnel 

training. 

Considering the major role that devolves on nursing personnel in the provision of primary 

health care, and also the under-utilization of the nurse in relation to her care-delivery 

potential, the Council recommended that the roles of nurses and nursing auxiliaries be 

realigned according to the levels of care to be used in the extension of health services, that 

the necessary positions be created for absorption into the services of the graduates of 

nursing education programmes, and that the newest educational technology be utilized in those 

programmes in order to ensure adequate preparation of the students. 

The Council considered the reports of the Director-General of WHO and the Director of 

PASВ on technical cooperation among developing countries, and recommended that the greatest 

possible support be given to technical cooperation programmes conducted jointly by countries, 

A resolution was adopted on the problem posed by dengue, yellow fever and Aedes aegypti 

in the Americas, recommending to the countries free of that mosquito that they strengthen 

their surveillance activities against reinfestation; to countries that have been reinfested 

after achieving eradication that they adopt suitable measures for the elimination of the 

vector； and to the Organization that it support research on the biology and control of 

A . aegypti and yellow fever and on methods of surveillance and control, and that it promote 

measures to ensure the availability of high-quality vaccines in sufficient quantity, together 

with insecticides and equipment for their application with a view to meeting the needs. 

The Government of Mexico submitted a document entitled "Control versus eradication in 

malaria programmes" and, in view of the seriousness of the malaria situation in the Region, 

the Council reaffirmed that malaria eradication was the final goal in the Americas and 

recognized that control activities constitute an intermediate stage, requesting those countries 

that are unable to achieve eradication in the foreseeable future to improve their malaria 

activities with a view to eventually making it possible. 

Approval was given to the recommendations of the Study Group of the Executive Committee 

appointed to formulate strategies for the implementation of the Expanded Programme on 

Immunization, and the Director was requested to work out guidelines for assisting the 

countries in the development of their respective programmes, while the governments were asked 

to formulate plans for intensification and maintenance of immunization activities and to 

assign high priority to those activities in their programmes of maternal and child health, 

primary health care and extension of health service coverage. 

The Council took note of the final report of the X Inter-American Meeting on Foot and 

Mouth Disease and Zoonoses Control and recognized the importance of animal health programmes 

for the prevention, control and eradication of these diseases, which affect the health of man 
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and animals. It also expressed its appreciation to the Ministers of Agriculture for the 

support they are giving to these activities and to the Pan American Foot and Mouth Disease 

and Zoonosis Centres for their collaboration with the countries in these programmes. 

The Technical Discussions held during the meeting were on the subject of "Coordination 

between social security and public health systems". The Council took note of the final 

report of the Discussions and called upon the Member governments, in accordance with their 

national conditions, to adopt policies and mechanisms for developing the institutional 

coordination needed to consolidate the health sector. A t the same time, it requested the 

Organization to extend technical cooperation programmes to the social security health systems 

and to promote research activities for developing new ways of providing health services that 

would make it easier to coordinate the approaches of ministries of health and social security 

institutions. The Technical Discussions in 1978 are to be on the topic： "The impact of 

drugs on health costs : national and international problems", and those in 1979 will be on: 

"Strategies for extending and improving potable water supply and excreta disposal services 

during the decade of the 80s". 

The Council expressed its appreciation to the governments for the various activities 

organized to commemorate the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Pan American Health Organization 

and for their valuable anniversary gifts to РАНО. It also thanked the Director and staff of 

PASВ for their cooperation in these activities to commemorate this historic occasion. 

After considering the report of the Award Committee of the РАНО Award for Administration, 

the Council declared Dr Roberto Pereda Chávez, of Cuba, the posthumous winner of the 1977 

award for his work in the administration of his .country
1

 s health service. 

Other resolutions adopted deal with the following items : establishment of official 

relations between РАНО and nongovernmental organizations, Pan American Community Health 

Training Centre, reduction of the length of meetings of the Directing Council, medium-term 

programme for the development of human resources, and amendments to the Staff Rules of PASB
# 

The Council accepted the offer by the Government of Grenada of the city of St George
1

 s 

as the site of the XX Pan American Sanitary Conference in 1978. 
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