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In accordance with agreed procedures, two formal reports received 
from the Joint Inspection Unit are submitted, with the Director-
General 1 s comments and observations thereon, for the Board's considera-
tion. A suggested draft resolution is contained in paragraph 4.1 
below. 

1. Introduction 

1.1 The Director-General is pleased to transmit to the Board, together with his comments and 
observations, the following reports prepared by the Joint Inspection Unit:^ 

(i) Report on the technical cooperation provided by the United Nations system to the 
regional and subregional integration and cooperation movements: Asia and the Pacific 
(reproduced as Annex I to this document)； 

(ii) Report on country programming as an instrument for coordination and cooperation at 
the country level (reproduced as Annex II to this document). 

2. Report on the technical cooperation provided by the United Nations system to the regional 
and subregional integration and cooperation movements: Asia and the Pacific (Annex I) 

2.1 This report is the second of a series prepared by the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) on о 
regional and subregional integration organizations. The first report concerning those in 
Latin America was considered together with the Director-General's comments thereon by the 
Executive Board at its fifty-ninth session, and the Board subsequently adopted resolution 
EB59.R423 on that report. 

2.2 In this report, the Inspector provides a brief description of and useful information on 
the various regional and subregional integration and cooperation movements in Asia and the 
Pacific. He examines and evaluates the assistance being provided by the United Nations system 
to these organizations and recommends various arrangements and mechanisms for achieving closer 
collaboration between them and the United Nations family. The integration and cooperation 
movements studied by the Inspector are: the Colombo Plan for Cooperative Economic Development 
in South and South-East Asia, the South-East Asian Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO), 
the Regional Cooperation for Development (RCD)， the Association of South-East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), the South Pacific Commission (SPC), the South Pacific Bureau for Economic Cooperation 

All the annexes and the appendix mentioned are attached only to the copies of this 
document distributed to the members of the Executive Board. 
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(SPEC) and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). WHO'S 
collaboration with and assistance to these regional organizations, where it exists, has been 
appropriately highlighted by the Inspector in the relevant parts of the report. 

2.3 In evaluating the cooperation provided by the United Nations system to the regional 
and subregional organizations in Asia and the Pacific (pages 28 and 29), the Inspector 
observes that this cooperation, quantitatively and qualitatively, lagged far behind that 
provided by the system to similar organizations in Latin America. He also notes that most 
of the efforts pursued and the assistance given by the United Nations system have, so far, 
concentrated mainly on the economic sector of development. The Inspector considers that 
there is an evident need for substantially increasing this assistance and cooperation, 
particularly in the social aspects of development. Among the measures envisaged by the 
Inspector to remedy these shortcomings are the strengthening of the secretariats of integra-
tion and cooperation movements by outposting of experts of the United Nations system to these 
movements, the transfer to these movements of the technology and experience acquired by the 
specialized agencies in the implementation of regional projects and the active participation 
of these regional movements in the formulation and elaboration of regional developmental 
projects. 

2.4 The Director-General and the regional Directors concerned agree in general with the 
Inspector ' s recommendations contained on pages 30-31 of the report. They particularly 
endorse the Inspector1 s recommendation that the United Nations family of organizations 
should strengthen its collaboration with regional and subregional intergovernmental integra-
tion and cooperation movements in Asia and the Pacific. They firmly believe that these 
organizations can play an important role in fostering technical cooperation among developing 
countries and are, in most cases, well equipped to participate fully in the planning and 
formulation of regional programmes and, depending on the nature of the project and the tech-
nical expertise available in these bodies, in the execution and implementation of these 
programmes. WHO's collaboration with these bodies is greatly facilitated by the decentra-
lized nature of its programme and operations as well as the presence of the WHO representatives 
at the headquarters of these bodies, which permit direct dialogue and regular contacts with 
the secretariats of these organizations. 

2.5 As regards the Inspector's recommendation relating to the Colombo Plan, and particularly 
to WHO 'S collaboration with that body in the field of drug abuse, the Director-General is 
pleased to state that this collaboration has been and continues to be most useful and 
successful. It covers areas such as drug abuse control and prevention, treatment and 
rehabilitation of drug dependent persons as well as the educational and research aspects. 
Regular consultations are established and excellent working relations are maintained at all 
levels with the Drug Adviser of the Colombo Plan countries and WHO participates regularly in 
the national workshops and the national and international seminars organized and/or sponsored 
by the Colombo Plan countries and its bureau in the field of drug abuse. 

2.6 In his recommendations concerning ASEAN and SEAMEO, the Inspector proposes that the 
specialized agencies, including WHO, should conclude formal cooperation agreements with these 
two regional bodies. The Director-General understands the Inspector1 s desire to place the 
existing relationships on a more formal basis in order to provide a more deliberate and 
organized collaboration. He believes, however, that at this time and at the present stage 
of cooperation and joint endeavours, it is advisable to maintain an unformalized and pragmatic 
relationship. In this connexion the Director-General considers that the Inspector 1 s 
reconnnendation for the elaboration by the United Nations system of a consensus specifying 
policies and procedures for programming of regional projects with the participation of these 
regional bodies is particularly sound and represents a step in the right direction. This 
could lead to the identification of areas of common interest and to the creation of a proper 
framework through which such cooperation may be organized and subsequently formalized. 



3. Report on country programming as an instrument for coordination and cooperation at the 
country level (Annex II) 

3.1 This report was undertaken at the JIU!s own initiative and follows upon earlier studies 
made by the Unit on coordination and cooperation at the country level• Since the report 
concerns the United Nations system as a whole, the Executive Heads of the participating 
organizations decided to respond collectively to the report's findings and recommendations. 
These collective comments, which have been approved by the Inter-Agency Consultative Board 
(IACB) at its April 1977 session, are contained in an appendix to this document. 

4. Suggested action by the Executive Board 

4.1 The Board may wish to consider the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report by the Director-General on the following reports of 
the Joint Inspection Unit: 

(i) Report on technical cooperation provided by the United Nations system to the 
regional and subregional integration and cooperation movements: Asia and the 
Pacific； 

(ii) Report on country programming as an instrument for coordination and cooperation 
at the country level, 

1. THANKS the Inspectors for their reports； 

2. AGREES with the comments and observations of the Director-General on the reports 
presented to the Board; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit his report arid this resolution to: 

(1) the Secretary General of the United Nations for transmission to the Economic 
and Social Council through the Committee for Programme and Coordination; 

(2) the External Auditor of the World Health Organization; and, 

(3) the Chairman of the Joint Inspection Unit. 


