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1. Name of Organization 

World Federation of Associations of Clinical Toxicology Centres and Poison Contról Centres 

2. Address of headquarters 

International Agency for Research on Cancer 

150 Cours Albert Thomas 

69372 Lyon Cedex 12 

3. There are 110 branch or regional headquarters. 

4. Membership 

(a) The membership consists only of international and national organizations possessing 

official standing： 

International associations： 

European Association of Poison Control Centres 

American Association of Poison Control Centres 

Latin-American Association of Poison Control Centres 

National associations: 

The French Groupement de Pathologie Toxique 

The American Academy of Clinical Toxicology 

The Canadian Association of Clinical Toxicology 

The National Toxicolcfgy Information and Assistant Centre of Argentina 

The Italian Association of Toxicology 

The international associations have about 200 to 300 members each and the national 

associations about 20 to 50 members. 

(b) The subscriptions must be paid by the affiliated organizations. 

(c) The members are persons interested in human toxicology： 

Either in connexion with poison control centres providing information by telephone; 

Or in connexion with clinical toxicology departments specializing in treatment of 

poisoning cases； 

1 As submitted by the applicant on 5 July 1976. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the 

nongovernmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of any 

opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, 

territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 

or boundaries. 
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Or analytical toxicologists who measure toxic substances in hospitals； 

Or physicians practising social medicine who are interested in problems of the 

epidemiology and prevention of poisoning. 

5. General purposes of the organization 

These purposes are set out in the section on "Motivation" in the Constitution. 

(a) There is no question of organizing a world society of toxicology, nor a new 

international organization for the poison control centres of which there are so many in 

the world. 

The aim is to federate the associations already in existence, at both the international 

and the national level, and promote coordination of their activities. The most important 

aim is to allow official representation at the World Health Organization. 

(b) This organization is of interest solely to associations involved in clinical and human 

toxicology or poison control centres: 

Hospital care 

Information by telephone 

Clinical toxicology analyses. 

(c) The Directing Committee is modelled on the WHO division of the world into six regional 

organizations. 

Of course, in some regions there is no organization for poison control centres, and such 

regions will remain for the time being without a representative. 

(d) An international association is one that groups several countries. 

A national association is one that groups several poison control centres or several 

clinical toxicology centres in one and the same country. 

6. The primary function of the organization is coordination of the activities of the 

different associations； in particular, one of its goals is to prepare a specific programme 

for the various parts of the world; 

Coordination of scientific meetings and organization of symposia on a variety of subjects； 

A study on all surveys involving specialists throughout the world. 

It should be noted that this Federation includes in its membership the most eminent 

clinical toxicologists for the different regions of the world. 

7. The goal of the organization is to investigate treatment methods and new preventive 
techniques of value in the field that interests us. 

8. The elected President can speak authoritatively for all the membership. 

The incumbent President is： 

Professor M . Gaultier 

Clinique Toxicologique 

Hôpital Fernand Widal 

200, rue du Faubourg Saint Denis 

75010 Paris 

The Secretariat is directed by Professor L. Roche; its function is to organize all the 

practical activities of the Federation. 
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9• The World Health Organization is interested in the work done by the members of this 

organization. 

It may be recalled that the WHO Regional Committee for Europe, at its fifteenth session, 

held in Istanbul, studied the organization and operation of Poison Information Centres, 

In 1971， at Kiev, the WHO Regional Office for Europe held a conference on modern trends 

in the prevention of pesticide intoxications. 

A meeting took place in Manila at the request of the WHO Regional Office for the 
^/Western/ Pacific and a working group was convened in Lyon from 7 to 10 May 1974 by the 
WHO Regional Office for Europe to discuss national poison control services. 

Most of the participants in these various meetings were members of the World Federation. 

10. Officers 

The Executive of the Federation is composed of： 

President 

Vice-Presidents 

Regional secretaries 

Michel Gaultier (France) 

Van Heyst (Netherlands) 

Astolfi (Argentina) 

Monov (Bulgaria) 

Mathida S. Mclntire (USA) 

Secretary General 

Deputy-Secretary General 

Editor of the Bulletine 

Treasurer 

Coopted members 

Sunshine (USA) 

L. Roche (France) 

Y。 Laçasse (Canada) 

Mrs Govaerts (Belgium) 

Tomberg (Germany) 
Malizia (Italy) 
Tena (Spain) 
J. Ott (USA) 

There is no paid officer personnel. 

A young physician, Doctor Descotes, is paid fees for running the Secretariat in Lyon. 

11. Structure 

It was planned that a general assembly should take place at least every other year, on 

the occasion of a congress held by a member organization; in fact, there was a general 

assembly in 1975 and another in 1976； a statutory general assembly is to take place in 

1977， when new elections will take place. 

The Executive must meet at least once a year. 

Voting is by simple majority. There is no affiliation with other international 
organizations. 

12. The financing of the Secretariat is derived mainly from subsidies that the Federation 
has been able to obtain in Lyon and, in France, from the public health agencies interested 
in these problems. 
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The budget for 1975 and 1976 is attached. 

13. Activities 

These are detailed under items 6 and 7. 

14. Publications 

A treatise on poison control centres throughout the world was published in 1906. 

The World Health Organization, which is to conduct a survey on "Methodological 

problems with regard to pesticides and wastes", intends to ask the World Federation to carry 

out this assignment. 
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