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1. The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly in May 1975， upon the recommendation of the 
Executive Board, adopted resolution WHA28.36^- requesting inter alia the Director-General 
"to examine, with a view to a decision to be taken at a later date, the material arid 
financial implications of a phased extension of the use of the German language in the Regional 
Office for Europe". In response to that resolution, the following proposals are presented 
for consideration by the Executive Board and the Health Assembly. 

First phase (1978-1979) 

2. During this phase it is proposed to extend the use of the German language in the 

Regional Office for Europe so as to provide interpretation at selected meetings and the 

translation of selected documents relating to the Regional Committee, including the summary 

records and the reports of sessions, summary reports on meetings, and selected reports on 

meetings and other activities. The budgetary provision required for these purposes in 1978 

and 1979 totals $ 95 000 and $ 105 000 respectively and would cover the estimated costs of 

one translator, one secretary, common services, and interpretation at meetings. 

Subsequent phases 

3. The second and subsequent phases of the proposed extension of the use of the German 
language in the Regional Office for Europe would begin at two-yearly intervals and would 
continue until the desired objective is achieved (i.e. the second phase would cover the 
biennium 1980-1981, the third phase 1982-1983, and the fourth phase - if one is required -
1984-1985). 

4. In the second phase (1980-1981), documents and working papers would be prepared in German 

for those meetings for which interpretation is provided. An increasing number of reports on 

meetings and other activities would also be translated. The additional budgetary provision 

required for this purpose in 1980 and 1981 totals $ 100 000 per year and would cover the 

estimated costs of the following staff and services over and above those proposed to be 

provided in 1978-1979: one translator, contractual services (translation and typing), common 

services, and interpretation at meetings. 

5. In the third phase (1982-1983) the use of German would be brought to the level of the 

other working languages of the Regional Office. If it should prove impossible fully to 

achieve this objective by 1983， provision for a fourth phase would have to be made. The 

additional budgetary provision required for the third phase in 1982 and 1983 totals $ 100 000 

per year and would cover the estimated costs of the following staff and services, over and 

above those proposed for the first and second phases : one translator and one secretary， 

contractual services (translation and typing) and common services. 
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Summary 

6. On the basis of the above plan for the phased extension of the use of the German language 

in the Regional Office for Europe it would thus be necessary to make the following budgetary 

provisions for this purpose in the three biennia: 1978-1979, $ 200 000; 1980-1981, $ 400 ООО; 

and 1982-1983, $ 600 ООО. 
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7. The «Regional Committee for Europe at its twenty-sixth session in September 1976 endorsed 

the plart
4
in resolution EUR/RE.26/R.7 and requested that it be submitted to the Executive Board, 

with appropriate provision for the first phase in the proposed programme budget for 1978-1979. 

8. In view of the foregoing, and subject to the concurrence of the Board and the approval 

of the Health Assembly, provisions amounting respectively to $ 95 000 and $ 105 000 have been 

included in the proposed programme budget for 1978 and 1979 for the purposes described in 

paragraph 2 of this report. 

9. Following its review of the above proposals the Executive board may wish to consider 

adopting a resolution along the following lines 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report by the Director-General presenting a plan for the 

phased extension of the use of the German language in the Regional Office for Europe;
1 

Noting that the Regional Committee for Europe at its twenty-sixth session in 

September 1976 endorsed this plan in resolution EUR/rC.26/R.7; 

RECOMMENDS to the Thirtieth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

"The Thirtieth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA28.36; 

Having considered the report by the Director-General presenting a plan for 

the phased extension of the use of the German language in the Regional Office for 

Europe, and the recommendation of the Executive Board thereon; 

APPROVES the plan presented by the Director-General in this respect.
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