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In the light of the resolution on the question of Namibia 
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly at its thirty-first 
session, the Director-General submits hereunder a report on the 
situation for consideration by the Executive Board. 

Introduction 

1.1 In the past few years, the United Nations General Assembly has adopted several 
resolutions concerning Namibia,^ including those on the United Nations Fund for Namibia and 
the United Nations Institute for Namibia, as well as formulating projects and programmes of 
assistance to Namibians. These resolutions have been reported regularly to the Executive 
Board and the World Health Assembly. The Executive Board may wish to recall as a matter of 
particular interest that the United Nations Council for Namibia was established by General 
Assembly resolutions 2145 (XXI) of 27 October 1966 and 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967. In 
resolution 2145 (XXI)， the General Assembly inter alia reaffirmed the territorial integrity of 
South West Africa and the inalienable right of its people to freedom and independence, in 
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), 
adopted on 14 December 1960. 

2. Status of Namibia 

2.1 The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly, by resolution WHA27.23, admitted Namibia as an 
Associate Member pursuant to Article 8 of the WHO Constitution, upon the request of the 
United Nations Council for Namibia acting in its capacity as the authority responsible for 
Namibia's international relations. 

2.2 In accordance with the provisions of Article 8 of the WHO Constitution, Namibia has been 
represented at the World Health Assembly and in the meetings of the Regional Committee for 
Africa by Namibians nominated by the South West Africa People1 s Organization (SWAPO) and 
appointed by the United Nations Council for Namibia. 

2.3 Under similar constitutional provisions, Namibia, through the Council, now enjoys 
Associate Member status in the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), and has observer status in the World Meteorological Organization (WMO). In 1976 it 
participated in the sixty-first International Labour Conference of the International Labour 

1 Resolutions 2145 (XXI), 2248 (S-V), 2372 (XXII), 2679 (XXV), 2871 (XXVI)， 3031 (XXVII), 
3111 (XXVIII), 3295 (XXIX), 3296 (XXIX), 3399 (XXX), 3400 (XXX) of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations. 



Organisation (ILO), and in the Tripartite World Conference on Employment, Income Distribution， 

Social Progress and the International Division of Labour, with the status of Non-Member State. 

2.4 The Council also represented Namibia in the following international conferences 
sponsored by the United Nations: 

-Dakar International Conference on Namibia and Human Rights 

-United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

-Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settlements 

-International Seminar on the Eradication of Apartheid and in support of the Struggle 
for Liberation in South Africa 

-Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 

- T h i r d United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, fourth session. 

3. United Nations General Assembly resolution A/REs/3l/l49 (XXXI) - Question of Namibia: 
Action by intergovernmental and noil-governmental organizations with respect to Namibia 

3.1 The full text of the United Nations General Assembly resolution a/rEs/31/149 (XXXI) is 
annexed to this document for the attention of the Executive Board. The Director-General 
wishes to draw particular attention to operative paragraph 3 of the resolution, which "requests 
all specialized agencies and other organizations and conferences within the United Nations 
system to consider granting full membership to the United Nations Council for Namibia so that 
it may participate in that capacity as the Administering Authority for Namibia in the work of 
those agencies, organizations and conferences11. It will also be noted that, under operative 
paragraph 4, a request has been made to the specialized agencies and other organizations within 
the United Nations system "to consider favourably granting a waiver of the assessment of 
Namibia during the period in which Namibia is represented by the United Nations Council for Namibia" 

3.2 Regarding operative paragraph 4 mentioned above, the Executive Board will recall that 
Namibia, as an Associate Member, was assessed at one-third of 0.02% for 1974， the year of its 
admission, by resolution WHA27.39,^ and at 0.01% for 1975 and subsequent years, pursuant to 
resolution WHA27.9,^ which reduced the assessment of Associate Members from 0.02% to 0.01%. 

3.3 In August 1975， the Director-General received a request from the Commissioner for 
Namibia, acting on behalf of the Council for Namibia and the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, for a waiver of the assessment of Namibia until such time as it acceded to 
independence. This request was submitted to the Executive Board at its fifty-seventh session. 
The Board, in resolution EB57.R14,^ considering the special situation of Namibia as a 
territory in respect of which the United Nations has assumed direct responsibilities, 
recommended to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly that it confirm the assessment of Namibia 
and urge the United Nations to make continuing provision for payment of the assessed contri-
butions of Namibia. The Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA29.13, 
concurred with the Board 1 s recommendation. 

3.4 At the time of preparation of this document, the United Nations had not made any payment 
in respect of the assessments of Namibia, which are as follows: 

1 WHO Handbook of Resolution and Decisions, Vol. II， 1975， p. 55. 
2 WHO Official Records No. 231, 1976, p. 9. 
3 WHO Official Records No. 233, 1976, p. 6. 



US $ 

Advance to the Working Capital Fund (0.01%) 510 
Contribution for 1974 (one-third of 0.02%) 7 140 
Contribution for 1975 (0. ,01%) 11 540 
Contribution for 1976 (0. .01%) 13 700 
Contribution for 1977 (0. ,01%) 14 660 

Total 47 550 

3.5 The Executive Board may wish to review the matter again with a view to making an 
appropriate recommendation to the Thirtieth World Health Assembly. 



ANNEX 

A/RES/З 1 / 149 

Thirty-first session 
Agenda item 85 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
/on the report of the Fourth Committee 

З1/149. Action by intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations with respect to Namibia 

The General Assembly， 

Having examined the report of the United Nations Council for Namibia, l/ 

Recalling its resolution 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967， by which it established the United 
Nations Council for Namibia with the responsibility of administering Namibia until 
independence， 

Recalling further the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples, contained in its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December I960, and the programme of 
action for the full implementation of the Declaration, contained in its resolution 2621 (XXV) 
of 12 October 1970, as well as all other relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the 
Security Council. 

Taking into account the statement of the representative of the South West Africa People's 
Organization, 7j who participated in an observer capacity in the consideration of the item by 
the Fourth Committee, and conscious of the urgent and pressing need of Namibians outside 
Namibia for concrete assistance from the specialized agencies and other institutions associated 
with the United Nations, 

Reaffirming the responsibility of the specialized agencies and other organizations within 
the United Nations system to take all effective measures, within their respective spheres of 
competence, to ensure the full and speedy implementation of the Declaration and other relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations, particularly in the provision of moral and material 
assistance, on a priority basis, to the peoples of colonial Territories and their national 
liberation movements, 

_l/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 24 
(А/31/24Т 

2/ A/C.4/31/SR 

76-26173 



1. Requests all specialized agencies and other organizations within the 
system to prepare, in consultation with the United Nations Council for Namibia 
their respective spheres of competence, programmes of assistance to the people 
their liberation movement, the South West Africa People1 s Organization; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations Development Programme for the 
indicative planning figure granted to Namibia and requests it to continue to co-operate with 
the United Nations Council for Namibia in the elaboration of programmes of assistance to 
Namibians； 

3. Requests all specialized agencies and other organizations and conferences within 
the United Nations system to consider granting full membership to the United Nations Council 
for Namibia so that it may participate in that capacity as the Administering Authority for 
Namibia in the work of those agencies, organizations and conferences； 

4. Requests the specialized agencies and other organizations within the United Nations 
system to consider favourably granting a waiver of the assessment of Namibia during the 
period in which Namibia is represented by the United Nations Council for Namibia; 

5. Requests all intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, bodies and 
conferences to ensure that the rights and interests of Namibia are protected and to invite the 
United Nations Council for Namibia to participate, in its capacity as the Administering 
Authority for Namibia, whenever such rights and interests are involved； 

6. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia to continue to examine this question 
and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session. 
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