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Mission Permanente de la République Arabe 

d'Egypte 

72, rue de Lausanne 

1202 Genève

Geneva, 16 May 1979

Dr Halfdan MAHLER 

Director General

World Health Organization 

Avenue Appia

1211 GENEVA 27

Dear Director General,

I enclose herewith a memorandum submitted by the Delegation of the Arab Republic of 

Egypt to the thirty second session of the World Health Assembly under supplementary item No. 1 

of the Agenda of this session, entitled "Transfer of the Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region11.

I would kindly request that you circulate this document as an official document of 

this session.

Highest consideration,

(signed)

Omran EL SHAFEI 

Ambassador 

Permanent Representative,

Deputy Chief Delegate of Egypt 

to the 32nd World Health Assembly
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MEMORANDUM

Submitted by the Delegation of the Arab Republic of Egypt 

to the Thirty-second World Health Assembly 

under the supplementary agenda item 1 entitled 

"Transfer of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Region"

1. At its fifth plenary meeting on 9 May 1979 the World Health Assembly adopted the 

recommendation of the General Committee to include a supplementary item on the agenda of the 

Assembly's thirty-second session entitled "Transfer of the Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region11. The Assembly further allocated this item to subcommittee B.

2. The Egyptian Delegation was keen during the discussion of the General Committee's 

recommendations by the Assembly to spare the Assembly a prolonged procedural discussion on the 

advisability of the inclusion of this item on the agenda of this session, both from

a procedural and substantive point of view, in order to concentrate the effort and time of 

the Assembly on the consideration of the important items originally included in its agenda 

which relate primarily to the technical and humanitarian objectives of the Organization.

3. In Egypt's view, the consideration of this item by the Assembly requires ,* by necessity 

and in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the Regional Committee for the Eastern 

Mediterranean, awaiting the consideration of this item by the Executive Board, which is the 

recipient organ for the reports of that committee - as well as other regional committees - 

according to Rule 48 of the above-mentioned Rules. It is therefore believed that the 

consideration of this item by the Executive Board is a necessary prerequisite to ascertain 

whether action is desirable. This will ensure that the Assembly will be in a better position 

to consider this item at the thirty-third session after it has been adequately studied by the 

Board, and would enable the Assembly to take into account the recommendations of the Board 
and the results of its deliberations.

4. Apart from the procedural irregularities, Egypt's objections are also based on the fact 

that the request for the transfer of the Regional Office is politically motivated. We 

believe that the specialized agencies should be spared the grave consequences of political 

differences which are by nature of a temporary character. Furthermore, the severance of 

diplomatic relations cannot be a justification for the transfer of the headquarters of 

regional organizations. Otherwise the whole regional system will be liable to an instability 
which can jeopardize its very purpose.

5. It is well known that Egypt has provided the best conditions and facilities since the 

establishment of the Regional Office in Alexandria thirty years ago in order that it can 

perform its functions and pursue its activities in accordance with the purposes and 

objectives of the World Health Organization in the field of regional cooperation, safeguarding 

them from any non-objective considerations.

6. In view of the above, Egypt considers that the Constitution of the Organization as well 

as the Rules of Procedure and the Host Agreement necessitate the observance of the legal 

provisions in that regard. This calls for observance of the necessary procedures which 

constitute an adequate guarantee for a decision taking into account all the technical and 

objective elements, without any negative effects on the proper functioning and continuity of 

the Organization's activities and ensures that the decision will not be based on a purely political 

objective. Any action by the Assembly to the contrary will constitute a dangerous precedent 
which we all must avoid•

7 # Egypt would like to affirm once more its desire that the activities of the Regional Office 

continue with the same degree of efficiency which it has provided to its Members during the 

last thirty years, and to spare it any sudden repercussions which have no objective or 

technical grounds related to the basic purposes and principles of the Organization. It would 

also like to re-emphasize its continuing respect and adherence to the Host Agreement concluded 

between the Government of Egypt as host country and the World Health Organization.


