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1. At its sixty-third session, the Executive Board in resolution EB63.R28 established a 
Committee consisting of Dr D. Galego Pimentel, Professor J . J . A. Reid, Dr D. B. Sebina and 
Dr M. Violaki-Paraskeva to consider, inter alia， the Financial Report of the Organization for 
1978 and the report of the External Auditor, and in accordance with Financial Regulations 12.9 
to submit to the Thirty-second World Health Assembly on behalf of the Board such comments as 
it deemed necessary. The Committee met on 7 May 1979 under the chairmanship of 
Professor J, J . A. Reid.

2. Hie Committee noted that, in accordance with the practice instituted in 197 8, the 
Financial Report was presented as an Assembly document rather than as an Official Record.
The content and format of the 1978 Report was basically similar to that of the 1977 Report, 
other than for the fact that, for the first time, reporting of, and detailed information on, 
transfers between appropriation sections made by the Director-General under authority 
delegated to him had been included in the Financial Report.

3. As concerns financial operations under the Regular Budget during 1978, against an 
approved budget level of $ 171 600 000， obligations totalling $ 170 989 451 had been incurred, 
resulting in a budgetary surplus of $ 610 549, practically all of which was derived from the 
unspent balance of the Director-General's and Regional Directors' Development Programmes .
The Committee noted that the Director-General * s Development Programme had, in some instances, 
been used to assist activities in several regions, and in this way had supplemented Regional 
Directors' Development Programmes. As regards global financial operations under the 
integrated international health programme, total obligations from all sources including 
РАНО, amounted to $ 333 241 000 in 1978, representing an increase of 17.5%, over the 
corresponding figure for 1977.

4. The Committee noted that the main financial problem faced by the Organization in 1978 
continued to be the matter of currency instability, particularly the continued decline in the 
value of the US dollar in relation to the Swiss franc. The administrative actions that had 
been necessary to compensate for the resulting loss of budgetary funds, had included use of 
Casual Income, delays in recruitment for, and reduction in, certain headquarters and 
interregional activities, and the charging of certain costs to the Special Account for 
Servicing Costs.

5. As regards the implementation of the computerized Administration and Finance Information 
system the Committee was informed of the reduced scope of the system and the delays which had 
occurred ; these developments were in large measure due to the limitations on headquarters 
staff resources imposed in consequence of the World Health Assembly's 1976 resolution
WHA29.48. The Committee was assured that computer applications in the Budget and Finance 
area at headquarters would be completed in 1979 ; a schedule for drafting users' manuals had 
been established both for the applications newly developed, as well as for the Payroll and 
Personnel systems.
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6. Following its examination of the Financial Report of the Organization for 1978 and the 
Report of the External Auditor thereon, the Committee on behalf of the Executive Board, 
decided to recommend to the Thirty-second World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 
resolution：

"The Thirty-second World Health Assembly,

Having examined the Financial Report of the Director-General for the period 
1 January to 31 December 1978 and the Report of the External Auditor for the same 
financial period as contained in document A32/l4; and

Having noted the report of the Committee of the Executive Board to Consider 
Certain Financial Matters prior to the Thirty-second World Health Assembly,

ACCEPTS the Director-General's Financial Report and the Report of the External 
Auditor for the financial year 197 8 .n


