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1.
The Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly was held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva from
3 to 21 May 1976.
Dr L , В. T. Jayasundara and Professor J . Kostrzewski represented the
Executive Board at that Assembly, in accordance with resolution EB57.R64.
2.
In his statement in plenary, the Representative of the Executive Board gave the Health
Assembly a comprehensive account of the work of the Board at both its fifty-sixth and fifty-seventh
sessions.
He highlighted the major decisions taken by the Board and the recommendations it
had forwarded to the Assembly.
This statement seems to have been well received since, in
resolution WHA29.62, the Assembly commended the Board on the work it had performed and
recognized the progressive trend towards a more effective role of the Executive Board in
policy-making and in assistance to the Health Assembly.
3.
At the Assembly the feeling was expressed that the Board had done particularly useful
work in preparing reports and draft resolutions for the attention of the Assembly, thus 1
facilitating its discussions and decisions.
Moreover, the reports prepared by the Board s
working groups on the subjects of the Sixth General Programme of Work covering a Specific
Period, the organizational study on extrabudgetary resources, and the development of the
antimalaria programme were well received by the Assembly.
The participation of the chairmen
of two of those working groups also contributed to the discussions and enhanced the dialogue
between the Assembly, the Board and the Secretariat.
4.
Another important feature of the Assembíy was the active part played by the regional
directors in the presentation of some of the items and in their discussion; the material
prepared by the regional offices constituted a valuable contribution.
5.
Particularly important was the Board's report on the proposed programme budget for
1976/77 (financial year 1977)， to be found in Part II of Official Records N o . 231.
The
consideration of this item by Committee A focused primarily on that report (with its
appendices) and the discussion related mainly to the comments made by the Board, thus
permitting the matter to be dealt with reasonably quickly.
1

6.
The Board s recommendations on a number of budgetary and financial items was particularly
appreciated.
They included annual reporting by the Director-General， working languages of the
Health Assembly, amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, and coordination
with the United Nations system and with governmental and nongovernmental organizations.
The
Assembly wholeheartedly endorsed the views of the Board.
7.
The first action of the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly was to admit Angola as a
Member of WHO1 thus bringing the total membership to 150 and giving further proof of the
Organization s universality.
8.
During the review of the programme budget, there was a lengthy discussion on the future
programme policy of the Organization, culminating in a resolution (WHA29.48) requesting the
Director-General to ensure that an increase be made in the regular programme budget - in real
terms - towards technical cooperation and provision of services to countries, in conformity
with resolution WHA28.76 of the previous Health Assembly, on programme budget policy with
regard to technical assistance to developing countries.
Resolution WHA29.48 also requests
the Executive Board, in its future reviews of programme budgets, to pay special attention to
the reorientation of programme budget policy required to give full effect to both resolutions
WHA28.76 and WHA29.48.
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9.
The Assembly, in resolution WHA29.20, adopted the Sixth General Programme of Work
covering the specific period 1978-1983 inclusive. 1 Iri the course of a lengthy debate,
delegates expressed their appreciation of the Board s work in preparing that Programme, and
the chairman of the working group, Professor E. J. Aujaleu, made a valuable contribution to
the discussion in replying to the points raised.
The Programme will undoubtedly provide the
Executive Board with most useful guidance for future reviews of proposed programme budgets.
10.
Resolution WHA29.20 requested the Board to carry out annual reviews of the Sixth General
Programme of Work; to undertake
in二depth studies to evaluate specific programmes, so as to
f
ensure that the Organization s work is proceeding in conformity with the General Programme；
and to 1continue the study of the long-term trends reflected therein, and their implications
for WHO s future work.
1

11.
Particular attention was given to the Executive Board
s organizational study on the
f
planning for and impact of extrabudgetary resources on WHO s programmes and policy.
The
A s s e m b l y , after examining this study, and with the participation of the chairman of the Board's
working group, Professor A . Sauter, adopted a resolution (WHA28.32), requesting the DirectorGeneral inter alia to continue to develop appropriate mechanisms for attracting and
coordinating an increasing volume of bilateral arid multilateral aid for health purposes.
12•
A number of items that had been considered at the Board's January session were discussed
at the Assembly, namely, health manpower development, psychosocial factors and health,
prevention of road traffic accidents, and disability prevention and rehabilitation.
For
the discussion on the two sub-items dealing with biomedical research, the Assembly welcomed
the presence of the representative of the Advisory Committee on Medical Research, and the
opportunity, in particular, for a direct exchange of views.
It invited the
Director-General
!
to prepare a comprehensive report giving an analysis and evaluation of W H O s researchcoordinating activities, including a report on the implementation of Board and Assembly
resolutions and proposals for further improvements in those activities； and formulating
WHO's research policy, including possible ethical or other aspects•
This report is to be
submitted to the Executive Board at its fifty-ninth session.
!

13.
The Board's representatives also introduced the items on WHO s human health and
environment programme, on the promotion of national health services relating to primary health
care and rural development, and on the development of the antlmalaria programme; and they
took part in the ensuing discussions.
14.
In addition, the Health Assembly discussed
smallpox 1 eradication, and schistosomiasis all of
A s s e m b l y s agenda also included items on mycotic
laboratory animals for the control of biological
colonies.

the programmes of occupational health,
which gave rise to fruitful discussion.
The
diseases, rheumatic diseases and the need for
products and establishment of breeding

15.
It is the feeling of the Executive Board's representatives at the Twenty-ninth World
Health Assembly that the increasingly active role of these representatives can be carried out
without increasing their number.
They recommend however that the Board consider appointing
an alternate representative, who could replace one of them in case of absence, or represent
the Board in one committee if the presence of both representatives is required in the other.
This increasing role of the Board's representatives would also seem to require adequate support
from the Secretariat as well as more time for preparing the report, etc. before the Assembly
begins.
And adequate time would be required for the preparation of the representatives' own
report to the Executive Board.
16.
Consideration should also be given to the possibility of both representatives being
present at the Board session following the Health Assembly to which their report is submitted.

