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This report is submitted in accordance with resolution W H A 3 1 .52 

and describes the action taken to meet the public health needs of the 

States concerned and of national liberation movements recognized by 

the Organization of African Unity ; and resolution W H A 3 1 .46 relating 

to the special programme for health cooperation with Lesotho .

1 Introduction

1.1 In resolution W H A 3 1 .52 the Thirty-first World Health Assembly requested the Director- 

General :

(i) to continue and intensify health cooperation with the newly independent and 

emerging States in Africa, and particularly with the countries which are the victims of 

repeated aggressions by the racist regime of South Africa and the illegal regime in 

Southern Rhodesia ;

(ii) to give, in collaboration with the United Nations, its specialized agencies and 

other bodies, all necessary support in the health sector to the national liberation 

movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity, including technical 

cooperation in this sector for training and research as well as support to the prevention 

and control of communicable diseases, and medical supplies needed for treatment of 

the populations concerned ;

(iii) to ensure that such technical cooperation is provided in the most expeditious and 
flexible way through simplified procedures ;

(iv) to report to the Thirty-second World Health Assembly on the progress made in the 
implementation of this resolution.

It also invited the Director-General to pursue all possible efforts to enlist support 

from governmental and nongovernmental sources for this operation ; and appealed to all 

Member States to make voluntary contributions to this programme .

1 .2 In resolution WHA31 .46 the Thirty-first World Health Assembly:

(i) requested Member States of WHO to respond to the appeals made by the Security 

Council and the Economic and Social Council and to provide technical cooperation to 
Lesotho ; and

(ii) requested the Director-General, in collaboration with all other organizations and 

institutions of the United Nations system concerned, to provide all necessary cooperation 

to Lesotho, in particular with respect to providing health care and services to the 
affected population.
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1.3 The present report provides up-to-date information on the assistance provided during the 

period April 1978 - March 1979 .

2• Newly independent and emerging States in Africa

2.1 The African Region has the largest number of newly independent States, and these present 

health problems with particular complexities . Country programmes have been implemented and 

country health programming has been carried out in several countries of the Region. WHO 

cooperated as follows :

(a) Angola: A  total of $ 824 300 from WHO's regular budget was allocated to health 
projects in A n g o l a . Three intercountry projects (vital and health statistics, 

epidemiological surveillance, and the centre for postbasic nursing education) were based 

in this country.

Emergency assistance was also provided for the health needs of liberation movement 
populations based in Angola.

(b) Cape Verde : A  total of $ 515 900 was allocated for health services development and 
the teaching of health sciences .

(c) Comoros : WHO provided assistance in the form of fellowships and health services 

development to a total of $ 1 022 700 for 1978-1979.

(d) Guinea-Bissau: The sum of $ 309 300 was provided in 1978 under the regular budget 
for fellowships, teaching, and the health services. The total estimates for 1978-1979 

amount to $ 984 300.

(e) Mozambique : Under the special programme of cooperation with the People's Republic 

of Mozambique, the Regional Office for Africa in 1978-1979 allocated $ 391 0 0 0， in 

addition to $ 1 111 400 from extrabudgetary sources. Mozambique is also the base for 

two intercountry projects - on epidemiological surveillance and on malaria and other 

parasitic diseases .

Emergency assistance was also provided for the liberation movement populations based 

in Mozambique. Through UNHCR funds , totalling $ 284 250，WHO collaborated in meeting 

the health needs of refugees in the country . The Organization of African Unity 

contributed $ 500 000.

(f) Djibouti: In 1978 several WHO consultants visited the country for the smallpox 

eradication programme and a WHO sanitary engineer gave advice on water supply and 

sanitation .

A  senior official from the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean visited 

Dj ibouti in June 1978 and consulted with the Government on future collaboration with W H O . 

The following priority areas for such collaboration were identified : expanded programme 

on immunization, tuberculosis control, review of malaria situation, health manpower 

development, and pre-investment studies for urban and rural water supply as well as 

wastewater and excreta disposal .

Several fellows from Dj ibouti are studying abroad under the WHO fellowships 

programme ; an amount of $ 53 033 was made available from regular budget in 1978 for this 

purpose .
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3 • National liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity

3.1 Special arrangements have been made in WHO to facilitate cooperation with national 

liberation movements recognized by O A U . For example, at the Regional Office for Africa 

a regional officer coordinates health activities with these movements. A programme of 

intercountry activities has been implemented to ensure health cooperation with the South-West 

Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe, the Pan-Africanist 

Congress of Azania and the African National Congress (South Africa)•

3 .2 WHO continues to provide assistance to national liberation movements through the UNDP- 

financed multinational training centre at Morogoro in Tanzania. Fellowships are being 

awarded for attendance at this centre and increasing emphasis is being given to practical 

field training relevant to primary health care and basic sanitary measures • The cost of 

this project will amount to US$ 684 000 in 1979 .

3 .3 WHO collaborates with SWAPO in Angola and in Zambia to provide medical care and health 

assistance to the populations helped by SWAPO and to train their health personnel. This 

project, which started in 1976, has been revised and its cost amounted in 1978 to $ 285 000 

since activities have been expanded to provide for a medical officer at the Namibia health 

centre in Angola as well as a nutritionist/health educationist. In addition, the services 

of nursing and midwifery personnel are being financed from extrabudgetary contributions .

3 Л By resolution 33/l82C of the United Nations General Assembly the year 1979 has been 

proclaimed the International Year of Solidarity with the People of Namibia. WHO is 

collaborating with the United Nations Council for Namibia, the United Nations Institute for 

Namibia, and SWAPO in launching a country health programming process for Namibia. Meetings 

were held in 1978 in the WHO Regional Office for Africa in order to coordinate preparatory 

activities for country health programming, and a workshop, supported by WHO as part of the 

nationhood programme, took place in July 1978 in Lusaka ; $ 32 000 was contributed for this . 

Two Namibians attended a special training course at the Institute of Health Planning in 

D a k a r . WHO also assisted in arranging for 36 Namibian students to train in health sciences 
in Jamaica.

3 .5 WHO is collaborating with UNHCR for urgently needed supplies for refugee camps in 
Angola and for hospital and health centre services, mobile teams and for the distribution of 

drugs . Following the attack on the SWAPO base at Kassinga in Angola, WHO - through UNHCR - 

provided medical supplies and equipment to the amount of $ 162 000.

3 .6 In May 1978 WHO airlifted to Kassinga 572 kilos of medical supplies comprising 

surgical dressings, cotton wool, sutures and other emergency material.

3.7 In its programme of cooperation with the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe, WHO is the 

executing agency for a UNDP-financed project based in Mozambique and Zambia. It provides 
stipends for doctors and nurses serving the displaced populations ; medical supplies and 

equipment ; and fellowships for students in training institutions in Africa.

3 .8 Following attacks on Zambia from Southern Rhodesia, WHO provided the Patriotic Front 

of Zimbabwe (in Zambia) with antibiotics, anaesthetics and blood transfusion sets to the 

amount of $ 32 000. In addition it contributed $ 50 000 towards airlifting to Lusaka 

medical supplies which had been held up at ports owing to lack of funds . The Organization 

has also sought extrabudgetary funds to meet the requests by national liberation movements 
for drugs and for physiotherapeutic surgical and orthopaedic equipment.

3 .9 WHO made available to the International Committee of the Red Cross the services of a 

short-term consultant to study the health needs in Patriotic Front refugee camps in Zambia.

3 .10 In addition to $ 248 420 already provided in 1978, WHO in 1979 contributed $ 200 000 

from regional funds to meet a request from the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe (in Mozambique) 

for medical supplies, such as antimalarials, vaccines, and cold-chain equipment, as well as 
500 stretchers and 20 tents for refugee camps .



3.11 The Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania and the African National Congress (South Africa) 

are based in Ang o l a . WHO provided support from its regular budget to these national 

liberation movements . An amount of $ 4400 has been allotted for shipment to Rwanda of 
supplies and equipment for the African National Congress . Five fellowships have been awarded 

to students for training in various institutions in countries of the African Regi o n .

4 • Special programme for health cooperation with Lesotho

4.1 W H O 's contribution to this country's five-year development plan (1975-1979) has 

comprised assistance to health services development and the teaching of health sciences and 

provision of fellowships . The Thirty-first World Health Assembly, recognizing that the 

blockade of the borders of this landlocked country had imposed special economic and social 

burdens on it and that the health conditions of the people of Lesotho were worsening, 

requested Member States and the Director-General to provide all necessary cooperation in 

respect of health services to the affected population.

4.2 In May 1978 WHO collaborated with the League of Red Cross Societies regarding the 

provision by the Japanese Red Cross of essential drugs and other medical supplies, to the 

amount of 1 million y e n .

4.3 The Government of the Republic of Korea likewise pledged medical supplies to the value 

of $ 100 000.

4.4 The Government of Denmark is financing the contruction of a new hospital, and other 

Member States are extending aid in various fields of heal t h .

4.5 WHO provided a short-term consultant to study and make recommendations on the accelerated 

programme of development. As a result, the facilities at the national referral hospital at 

Maseru are being upgraded .
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4.6 For the health needs of Lesotho WHO has allocated for 1978-1979 a total of $ 830 800, 

of which $ 459 000 is from the regular b u d g e t . The Organization will continue all possible 

assistance and cooperation to improve the health conditions of the population.


