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ARAB POPULATION OF THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Report by the Director-General

1. In resolution WHA31.38, the Thirty-first World Health Assembly (May 1978) entrusted the 
Director-General with certain responsibilities in regard to assistance to the Arab population
of the occupied Arab territories, including Palestine, Taking account of the Health Assembly's 
recommendations, the similar resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly - 
notably resolution 33/в1 on the health needs of Palestinian child refugees and resolution 33/l47 
on assistance to the Palestinian people - and Economic and Social Council resolution 2100 on 
the same subject, the Director-General has taken a number of measures, on which the present 
document is a report, in aid of the Arab population of the occupied territories during the 
past year.

2. This assistance has been rendered in four different fields : supply of drugs and equipment ; 
training of medical and other health personnel; launching of immunization programmes ; and 
implementation of specific programmes concerning certain diseases.

3. As regards the supply of drugs and equipment, the Organization continued the programme
it had already started previously and on which the Director-General reported at the last Health 
Assembly. Thus the Organization rendered assistance to the Palestinian refugees and displaced 
persons at the time of the events that occurred in Lebanon and has recently sent 200 000 doses 
of poliomyelitis vaccine to the populations most affected. In addition, to help cover the 
expenses incurred by the Palestinian Red Crescent for the recruitment of physicians and 
qualified technicians and for the purchase of urgently needed drugs and equipment, the 
Organization provided financial assistance on several occasions during the year.

4. With regard to the training of medical and other health personnel, fellowships continued 
to be awarded to Palestinians in the occupied territories, priority being given in particular 
to rehabilitation, radiology, nursing education, and the organization of laboratory courses. 
Programmes to train medical record-keepers for hospitals were also instituted and six-week 
courses were organized. This effort will be continued in the future.

5. A large-scale programme of immunization, mainly against poliomyelitis, was also undertaken 
and successfully implemented in the occupied territories. The Organization will continue 
with these immunization projects and will extend them also to tuberculosis and measles.

6. Lastly, programmes for the control of certain specific diseases were launched. The 
Special Committee of Experts appointed to study the health conditions of the inhabitants of 
the occupied territories in the Middle East had drawn the Health Assembly's attention to a 
number of points and put forward certain recommendations. In order to implement these 
recommendations, the Organization has arranged field visits by experts in three different 
branches - cardiovascular diseases, maternal and child health, and mental health - whose 
importance, it will be recalled, the Special Committee of Experts particularly stressed. Two 
such field visits have been completed, while a third will be made in the coming weeks. Taking 
into account the reports that have been submitted, the Organization will very shortly be able 
to take the most appropriate further measures of assistance. In the sphere of cardiovascular 
diseases, action has been taken to supply the Khan Younis Hospital with the necessary 
equipment for intensive care beds. A medium-term programme for prevention and control of 
rheumatic fever and rheumatic heart disease is also in preparation. In the field of maternal 
and child health, a diarrhoeal disease control programme is being supported through the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) with 
oral rehydration salts. An expert from WHO headquarters will be sent into the field to draw 
up an evaluation protocol and direct a seminar on the subject for local UNRWA personnel. It



A32/26 
page 2
is also planned to organize other seminars on diarrhoeal diseases, rehydration, and breast
feeding in Nablus, Jerusalem, Hebron and Gaza for physicians and nursing staff, with WHO 
providing short-term consultants and teaching materials.
7. It may be noted in this connexion that, apart from the projects which the Organization 
is already implementing and plans to undertake in aid of the Arab populations of the 
occupied territories, it is possible that other sources of financing may be available in the 
future and that this assistance can be stepped up. In order to put into effect the 
recommendations contained in United Nations General Assembly resolution 33/l47， already 
mentioned above, UNDP very recently decided to convene an inter-agency meeting to determine 
ways and means and to identify the economic and social needs of the Palestinian populations. 
Because of its past experience and its activities in this region, WHO was as a matter of 
course invited to participate in this meeting, A task force composed, apart from UNDP and 
the United Nations Economic Commission for Western Asia (ECWA) ， of representatives of five 
organizations (FAO, ILO, UNESCO, UNIDO and WHO) has been set up and has visited the region.
It has suggested a number of projects for consideration by UNDP. This should enable WHO to 
undertake further assistance activities in compliance with the various resolutions adopted by 
the World Health Assembly, the United Nations General Assembly and the Economic and Social 
Council.
8. In parallel with the cooperation that exists among the international agencies in the 
field of assistance to the Palestinian populations, close collaboration has been maintained 
with the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) as formally requested by the Health Assembly 
in resolution WHA31.38. Apart from the contacts already referred to, meetings have taken 
place at various levels between the Organization and PLO to discuss the situation of the 
Palestinian populations and determine what activities could be undertaken. It has been 
agreed to intensify these contacts through the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean to enable PLO to have continuous access to the Organization's resources.

9. Finally, the Director-General wishes to report to the Health Assembly on the situation 
regarding the Special Committee of Experts appointed to study the health conditions of the 
inhabitants of the occupied territories. After the visit made by this Committee to the 
occupied territories in spring 1978，  which was the subject of a report distributed at the last 
Health Assembly (document A31/37) , the Chairman of the Special Committee informed the 
Director-General in a letter dated 31 August 1978 that the Committee considered that it had 
accomplished its task as far as the visit to the occupied territories was concerned. The 
Special Committee indicated, however, that it was available to provide any assistance that 
might be useful to the Director-General in implementing the recommendations formulated in its 
report. Shortly after the dispatch of that letter the Ministry of Public Health of Senegal 
informed the Director-General that the expert designated by that country, Dr Fodé Wade, who 
had been serving as Chairman of the Special Committee, had retired from government service 
and that a new member of the Committee had been designated， namely Dr Madiou Touré， Director 
of Public Health. Furthermore, the Director-General was informed that the expert designated 
by the Indonesian Government, Dr Wirjawan Djojosugito, would no longer be able, as from
1 October 1978， to carry out his functions on the Committee. On 3 November 1978， therefore, 
the Director-General requested the Indonesian Government to appoint a replacement. On 
9 January 1979 the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Indonesia in Geneva informed the 
Director-General that the Indonesian Government was looking for an expert to replace the one 
previously designated, and that the Director-General would be informed as soon as possible.
By letter dated 12 April, received by the Director-General on 17 April, the Indonesian 
Government informed him that it was not in a position to replace Dr Wirjawan Djojosugito, and 
that it had decided to withdraw from participation in the Special Committee owing to the 
increased demand for physicians and the present inadequate number in Indonesia. If a Member 
State were to be chosen by the Executive Board in the light of resolution WHA26.56 to replace 
Indonesia and an expert were to be designated by that Member State, the Committee would 
presumably wish to meet at the earliest possible date in order to elect a new Chairman.

10* The Organization has continued its intimate collaboration with, and support to, the 
various health programmes of UNRWA.

11. The above is a brief summary account of the activities in the realm of assistance to the 
Arab populations of the occupied Arab territories which the Organization has undertaken during 
the past year within the terms of reference laid down by the Health Assembly and other 
United Nations bodies.


