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Shousha Foundation Committee met on 23 January 1979, in accordance with 
Statutes of the Foundation. Dr A. M. Abdulhadi was elected Chairman of

1• Proposal to the Thirty-second World Health Assembly for the award of the
Dr A. T • Shousha Foundation Prize

After reviewing the background documentation in support of the candidatures received, 
the Committee decided to recommend to the Health Assembly that the Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation 
Prize for 1979 be awarded to Dr Riad Ibrahim Husain of Iraq.

Dr Husain, at present Minister of Health, was previously Director of the Alwiyah 
Maternity Teaching Hospital in Baghdad. Specializing in obstetrics, he has held various 
senior hospital posts and from 1973 to the present day has been consultant to the Karkh and 
Alwiyah Maternity Teaching Hospitals. He is active in undergraduate and postgraduate 
training for various categories of health professionals.

The achievements Dr Husain has brought to his country in the field of health and health 
services and his contribution to public health in the Eastern Mediterranean Region are 
outstanding. Amongst these can be cited the fact that as Minister of Health of Iraq he has 
succeeded in stopping the flbrain drain" of Iraqi health professionals to other countries.
At the same time, he has developed a programme for primary, secondary and tertiary health 
care in the country.

Dr Husain is well-known in the fora of the Arab world. In particular, his contributions 
to the Council of Arab Ministers of Health, in that Council's Executive Bureau and in the 
Council of Health Ministers of the Gulf Arab Countries have been highly productive.
Dr Husain also played a very important role in the initiation of the Arab Board for Medical 
Specialities and through his personal contribution has succeeded in committing the 
universities of Iraq to this important project in the Arab world.

Dr Husain has represented his country as head of the Iraqi delegation at the World 
Health Assembly and the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean and at other 
important congresses. He is a member of various medical associations and societies and is 
the author of several significant publications in the field of infertility.

2• Proposals by the Committee for future awards of the Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation Prize

In considering the candidatures, the Committee made the following proposals:

(i) Candidatures received after the closing date should not be submitted to the
Committee.

(ii) A more complete curriculum vitae should be furnished, with clear justifications 
for the submission of the candidature. It was felt that the presentation should 
follow a set pattern, more or less on the lines of a questionnaire.
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(iii) It was suggested that the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office could play a 
significant role in promoting the Director-General1s invitation for submission of 
candidatures both for the Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation Prize and the Dr A. T. Shousha 
Foundation Fellowship. As this year, there was no response to the Director-General's 
invitation to submit candidatures for the Foundation Fellowship, it was thought that the 
invitation for candidatures for the Foundation Fellowship might be included in the same 
letter inviting candidatures for the Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation Prize.

The Committee's proposals will be put into effect in the administration of future 
Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation awards. Accordingly, Articles 5 and 6 of the Statutes of the 
Foundation have been amended to read as follows:

!lArticle 5

The Administrator shall invite any national health administration in the 
geographical area referred to in Article 2, and any former recipient of the prize, to 
put forward, within three months, the name of any person whose candidature is thought 
worthy of consideration with a view to the award of the prize; the nomination must be 
accompanied by a written statement of the reasons on which it is based and by a 
curriculum vitae of the candidate. The same candidature may be submitted on several 
occasions if unsuccessful.

No condition is made as to the age, sex, profession or nationality of 
candidate proposed.

Article 6

the

When informing the members of the Foundation Committee, in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 4, that the accumulated interest on the Foundation's capital 
enables the Prize to be awarded, the Administrator shall likewise forward to them a 
list of the candidates proposed to him within the time-limit provided for in Article 5 .


