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(Meeting of 15 January 1979)

The Léon Bernard Foundation Committee met on 15 January 1979, in accordance with 
Article 7 of the Statutes of the Foundation. Dr Dora Galego Pimentel was elected 
Chairman of the Committee.

1. Proposal to the Thirty-second World Health Assembly for the award of the Léon Bernard 
Foundation Prize

After reviewing the documentation received in support of the candidates that were taken 
into consideration, the Committee decided to recommend to the Health Assembly that the 
Léon Bernard Foundation Prize for 1979 be awarded to Professor Bror Rexed of Sweden,

Professor Rexed served as Director-General of the Swedish National Board of Health and 
Welfare from 1967 until March 1978, when he was appointed Executive Director of the United 
Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control (UNFDAC). During his time as Professor of Anatomy at 
the University of Uppsala (1954-1967), he was a member of, and an expert to, several 
commissions on medical education. Thanks to his work, social medicine and clinical 
nutrition have become special medical fields in Sweden.

Professor Rexed has made outstanding contributions in the field of social medicine, 
especially in the spheres of education of medical personnel, medical research and inter
national action against narcotic drugs, as Swedish representative to the United Nations 
Coxranission on Narcotic Drugs, and as consultant of the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse 
Control. Further, Professor Rexed has acted as Chairman of the Advisory Group to WHO* s 
Special Progratnme of Research, Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction.

Professor Rexed has on many different occasions represented his country as chief 
delegate to the World Health Assembly and to the WHO Regional Committee for Europe, as well 
as serving as a member of the Executive Board.

2。 Proposals by the Cotnmittee for future awards of the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize

In considering the candidatures, the Committee made the following proposals :

(i) candidatures received after the closing date should not be submitted to the 
Committee ;
(ii) candidatures of former members of the WHO Secretariat should not be taken 
into consideration ;

(iii) in general, the Cotnmittee considered that the submissions needed to be more
informative and should include a complete curriculum vitae, with specific justification 
of the reasons for submitting the candidature, following a set pattern.

These proposals of the Committee will be put into effect in the administration of 
future Léon Bernard Foundation awards• In conformity with the Committee's recommendations, 
Articles 5 and 6 of the Statutes of the Foundation have been amended to read as follows :
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"Article 5

The Administrator shall invite any national health administration 
and any former recipient of the prize, to put forward, within three 
months, the name of any person whose candidature is thought worthy of 
consideration with a view to the award of the prize. Any nomination 
received after the closing date will not be submitted to the Foundation 
Cotnmittee. The nomination must be accompanied by a written statement of 
the reasons on which it is based and by a curriculum vitae of the candidate. 
The same candidature may be submitted on several occasions if unsuccessful.

No condition is made as to the age, sex, profession or nationality 
of the candidate proposed.

Article 6

When informing the members of the Foundation Committee, in accordance 
with the provisions of Article 4, that the accumulated interest on the 
Foundation's capital enables the Léon Bernard Prize to be awarded, the 
Administrator shall likewise forward to them a list of the candidates 
proposed to him within the time-limit provided for in Article 5.11

Furthermore, it was suggested that the principle of inviting former recipients of the 
Léon Bernard Foundation Prize to submit candidatures might be considered at a future 
meeting of the Committee


