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The Assembly decided at the outset to implement on a trial basis two of the Executive 
Board's recommendations on the methods of work of the Assembly contained in resolution EB55.R46 
These were that one main committee meet during the general discussion on the reports of the 
Executive Board and of the Director-General and that Committee A examine the proposed programme 
budget in detail prior to recommending the amount of the effective working budget. When 
EB55.R46 was considered by Committee В near the end of the Assembly it was generally agreed 
that the experiment had been worthwhile and it was adopted with one small strengthening 
amendment to para. I 2(2). During the discussion several delegates made suggestions for 
further improvement in the work of the Assembly. 

In addition, Board members should note that when discussing resolution EB55.R46 a number 
of delegations emphasized that the Board should continue to keep the matter of rationalization 
of the work of the Assembly under close review. 

Three new members, the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, Mozambique and Tonga, were 
admitted bringing the total membership to 145 and further demonstrating the universality of 

Another historic development was the long delayed enlargement of the Executive Board to 
30 members after the Constitution was appropriately amended toward this end. Lengthy 
discussion took place regarding the method by which these seats should be distributed. Some 
advocated a formula based solely on the number of Members in each Region, other suggestions 
included population size and the amount of countries
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 contributions to WHO. This problem is 
likely to arise every year and is a matter which the Executive Board could profitably study 
with a view to advising the Assembly

e
 The Board will also wish to note resolution WHA28.22 

in which it is proposed that the Director-General prepare draft amendments to the Constitution 
that would permit each Region to designate at least one new member to the Executive Board each 
year. 

As in recent years the detailed review of the proposed programme budget occupied much of 
the time of the Assembly. The problem of trying to reconcile the effects of the 
international monetary situation with the need to maintain and develop WHO
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 s work was 
particularly evident this year in particular as a number of resolutions adopted by this 
Assembly called for activities which would require additional funds for their implementation. 

Ultimately, as recommended by the Board, a supplementary budget of $ 4 070 000 was 
approved for 1975 as was the budget for 1976 in the amount of $ 137 100 000. 

The Assembly also adopted, as recommended by the Board in its resolution EB55.R10, a 
resolution urging Members that have not yet notified to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations their acceptance of "Biennial Budgeting", to do so within the shortest possible time. 

The Board
1

 s recommendations regarding the Real Estate Fund were approved by the Assembly 
which means inter alia that the construction of a new prefabricated building at headquarters 
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will proceed. The Board
1

 s recommendations regarding the Working Capital Fund were also 
approved. 

The Assembly expressed interest in the Board
1

 s organizational study on the planning for 
and impact of extrabudgetary resources on WHO

1

 s programme and policy and agreed that it 
should be continued for another year. It also agreed to await the Board

1

 s recommendations 
on the selection of a subject for a future organizational study until the next Assembly. 

As regards annual reporting by the Director-General the Assembly has specifically 
requested in resolution WHA28.29 that the Executive Board at its fifty-seventh session continue 
its review of the content and rationalization of both this report as well as other documents. 

Two important resolutions the Board will note are WHA28.49 which restores to Portugal 
the full right to receive assistance from WHO and WHA28.37 which gives effect to part 4 of 
resolution AFR/RC24/R8 dealing with the participation in the Regional Committee for Africa of 
Members not having their seat of government within the Region and also requested the 
Director-General and the Regional Directors to bring the resolutions to the attention of other 
Regional Committees. 

At its previous session the Board, after reviewing the proposed programme budget, decided 
to draw seven items to the particular attention of the Assembly. This was done by the 
Chairman in his report to the Assembly. 

The coordinating role of WHO received emphasis during a number of agenda items and was 
stressed in several resolutions including WHA28.70 dealing with Biomedical Research and 
WHA28.51 on the control of parasitic disease. Research promotion and development received 
considerable attention and the Board
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 s action in respect of a special programme for research 
and training in tropical diseases was included in a resolution on this topic, WHA28.71. 

The malaria and smallpox programmes were studied closely. The resolution on smallpox 
reflected the Board

1

 s concern that there should be unrelenting efforts if eradication is to be 
achieved and the resolution on the antimalarial programme reinforced the Board

1

 s concern for 
urgent action and made suggestions as to what should be done. 

Several references were made to the Director-General
!

s development programme which was 
well received by the Assembly, although some delegates expressed concern that this fund could 
be exhausted very soon if it were to be used for the many activities mentioned in this 
context. 

The Assembly paid special attention to the enlargement of WHO
1

 s direct technical 
assistance to developing countries. In resolution WHA28.76 the Assembly decided that the 
regular programme budget "shall ensure a substantial increase, in real terms, of technical 
assistance and services for developing countries from 1977 to the end of the Second Development 
Decade" and requested the Executive Board to consider the proposed programme budget for 1977 
and the following years, taking into account this new concept of the future programme budget 
policy of the Organization. 

Promotion of national health services and prophylactic and therapeutic substances were 
both given long and serious discussion. Resolutions WHA28.88 and WHA28.66 reflect the outcome 
of the discussion and are in line with the Board's recommendations。 Both resolutions request 
the Director-General to report back to the Executive Board and the Assembly. The former 
instructs the Executive Board to decide the date, place and programme for an international 
meeting on primary health care as part of national health services. It is evident that the 
practice of the Board drawing selected items to the special attention of the Assembly has been 
productive and could profitably be continued. 

The Assembly passed 89 resolutions, all of which will interest the Board. In addition 
to those mentioned above other agenda items to which the Assembly devoted particular attention 
and which the Board may wish to note were: 



(i) Safe use of pesticides and classification of pesticides according to hazard. The 
Board
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 s recommendation that the classification be adopted was accepted and continuing 
country cooperation was sought for the further development of this programme. 

(ii) Fluoridation and dental health was well received and resolution WHA28.64 gives 
further WHO support to this important public health measure. 

(iii) The inclusion of Arabic as a working language, WHA28.34; the request that the 
Director-General study the implications of the progressive implementation of Chinese as 
a working language for consideration of the Executive Board at its fifty-seventh 
session, WHA28.33; and the acceptance of the Board's recommendations regarding the use 
of the German language in the Regional Organization for Europe, 

(iv) The support given to the increasing concern regarding utilization and supply of 
human blood and blood products, WHA28.72, with particular reference to commercial blood 
collection in developing countries. 

(V) A series of resolutions dealing with assistance to specific countries and to 
developing countries generally. 

(vi) Further efforts in the prevention of blindness. 

(vii) Increased attention to occupational health. 

A number of resolutions dealt with disease control related to noncommunicable 
diseases including rheumatic disease, drug dependence, mental retardation, mental health, 
alcoholism, rickets, osteomalacia and osteoporosis. 

Finally it is pleasing to report that the technical discussions were very well attended 
and the topic "social and health aspects of sexually transmitted diseases: need for a better 
approach'
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 was clearly of wide interest. The Chairman, Professor A . Canaperia, and the 
Secretariat are to be congratulated. A comprehensive resolution, WHA28.58, "Control of 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases" was adopted requesting both governments and the Director-General 
to take specific steps in this regard. 


