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ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 18 October 1974 

EXECUTIVE BOARD RESTRICTED 

Fifty-fifth Session INDEXES , 

QUESTIONNAIRE ON NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
REQUESTING OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO! 

2• Address of headquarters 

Name of Organization 

Amnesty International 

International Secretariat, ^^SBegSw^ 
53 Theobalds Road, 
London WC1X 8SP 
England. 

3. Addressess of all Branch or Regional Headquarters 
National Sections and Committees in the following countries and territories 

Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Canada, 
Denmark, Faroe Islands, Finland, France, Gambia, Fed. Republic of Germany, Ghana, 
India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Lebanon, Luxembourg, Mexico, 
Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Peru, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, 
and Uni ted States of America. 

4. Membership 

(a) Total number of persons 

About 40 000 

(b) Do these persons pay directly or are the subscriptions paid by affiliated 
organizations? 

Most pay directly to their national sections : a few international members pay 
directly to the International Secretariat in London. 

(c) List affiliated organizations, etc 

1 As supplied by the applicant on 23 August 1974. 
The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the 

nongovernmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of 
any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any 
country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of 
its frontiers or boundaries. 

None 
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(d) Note various types of membership, such as associate members, with numbers and 
pertinent facts 

Members of adoption groups； about 12 000, divided among the 1500 such groups in 
Amnesty International's 30 national sections. They work within their group -
each group being responsible for three prisoners. Individual members； 28 ООО 
divided among the 30 national sections. They contribute money and take part in the 
monthly Postcards for Prisoners Campaign. International members: about 200 
scattered over 27 countries• They take part in the Postcards for Prisoners Campaign. 

5. General purposes of the organization 

Amnesty International is a worldwide human rights movement which is independent 
of any government, political faction or religious creed. It acts on behalf of men 
and women who are imprisoned anywhere for their beliefs, colour, ethnic origin or 
religion, provided they have neither used nor advocated violence. These persons are 
called prisoners of conscience. In its work for prisoners of conscience, Amnesty 
International seeks observance throughout the world of the United Nations' s Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of 
Prisoners endorsed by the United Nations Economic and Social Council of 31 July 1957. 
Amnesty International opposes capital punishment and torture in all cases and without 
reservations. It is now conducting an international campaign for the abolition of 
torture. A special department has been established within the International 
Secretariat in London to promote the campaign. 

6• (a) What is the primary function of the organization? 

Amnesty International endeavours to aid and secure the release of prisoners of 
conscience through research, investigation, adoption, financial and legal assistance 
to them and their families, working to improve their conditions while imprisoned or 
detained, and publicizing their plight wherever desirable. 

Where appropriate Amnesty International sends representatives to investigate 
allegations that the rights of prisoners of conscience have been violated. 

Amnesty International publishes carefully researched reports on countries whose 
treatment of prisoners has become a matter of grave concern. Amnesty International 
makes representations to governments and international organizations about prisoners 
of conscience and encourages general amnesties to include such prisoners. At the 
same time it promotes the adoption of constitutions, conventions, treaties and other 
measures which guarantee the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to 
all prisoners# 

Amnesty International is unique among human rights organizations because its 
global impartiality is translated into a rigourously balanced system of case-work. 
This balance is reflected in Amnesty's annual reports and publications which demonstrate 
neither favour for nor prejudice against any single country, system, religion or 
geographical region. Three unwavering rules safeguard Amnesty* s non-partisanship： 
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1. Groups and individual members work simultaneously for three prisoners from 
contrasting ideological backgrounds or holding different political or 
religious beliefs. Thus, one may be from a Communist country, another from 
a western industrialized society and the third from a non-aligned Third World 
nation. 

2. Groups do not work for any prisoner arrested by their own government. 

3. No one is adopted who is known to have advocated or used violence or engaged 
in espionage. This enforces the distinction between prisoners of conscience 
and other prisoners and ensures that Amnesty International cannot justifiably 
be accused of supporting subversion or terrorism. 

(a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? If so 
what are these? 

Yes - those measures and procedures contained in the United Nations Standard 
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (see 5 page 2). Amnesty International 
is in particular concerned about the involvement of medical personnel in the practice 
of torture and has, in the course of its campaign for the abolition of torture, 
consistently stressed the special responsibility of the medical profession with respect 
to opposing and eradicating torture. To this end a commission of health professionals 
at the Paris Conference for the Abolition of Torture (December 1973) drew up guidelines 
for a code of conduct for health professionals. These guidelines are included in the 
attached report of the Conference¿ Particular attention is drawn to page 13, which 
describes the function of the Commission that dealt with the medical aspects of torture. 

(b) Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment or health procedures? 
If so, what are these? 

None. 

Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 
matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? If so, on what 
subjects? 

Yes, on all matters and subjects relating to the goals and work of Amnesty 
International. 

Specific interest with reference to the work of the World Health Organization 

Among the principles that the World Health Organization Constitution considers 
"basic to the happiness, harmonious relations and security of all peoples" is : 

"The enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one 
of the fundamental rights of every human being without distinction 
of race, religion, political bèlief, economic or sociál condition." 

In its work for political prisoners, Amnesty International has found that the 
large-scale detentions practised by some governments on political opponents or members 
of certain racial or religious groups have led to a serious incidence of communicable 
disease among detainees, for example in South-East Asia. Apart from the manifest 
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injustice of such a situation, there is also the hazard of spreading such diseases once 
the detainees are released into the general population. 

More serious than this passive promotion of disease and ill-health is the problem 
of organized assaults on the physical and mental health and well-being of detainees, 
in the form of their torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish-
ment. Amnesty International has documented the growing incidence of such infractions 
of that principle of the World Health Organization whereby : 

"Governments have a responsibility for the health of their peoples 
which can b© fulfilled only by the provision of adequate health and 
social measures 

The nature and scope of such practices and the medical implications they give 
rise to were discussed at an Amnesty Regional Conference on Hiysical and Mental 
Consequences of Imprisonment and Torture, held at Lysebu, Norway, in October 1973. 
(The publication containing the papers presented was sent to the World Health 
Organization with a letter from the Secretary-General of Amnesty International to the 
Director-General of WHO on 21 February, 1974,) 

In many instances doctors are implicated in the practices concerned. It was in 
the knowledge of this that doctors from all over the world participated in Amnesty 
International1s Conference for the Abolition of Torture, held in Paris on 10-]1 
December, 1973. As the attached report of the Medical Commission indicates, the 
doctors were aware of the problems of the complicity of their colleagues and the need 
for international professional cooperation to deal with it. The Commission addressed 
itself to the question of an internationally accepted code of ethics for medical 
practitioners called upon to deal with prisoners. It established guidelines for such 
a code and an international committee to help develop it and secure its diffusion and 
implementation. The Commission also made recommendations concerning extensive 
research into the short and long-term medical and psychological effects of torture on 
victims, the sending of medical personnel to investigate allegations of torture and 
promoting constructive cooperation with professional health organizations towards the 
abolition of torture. 

Amnesty International believes that the World Health Organization could be a 
fundamentally important body in carrying out this objective. Article 2 (k) of the 
World Health Organization Constitution is here particularly apposite in declaring one 
of its functions to be to "propose conventions, agreements and regulations, and make 
recommendation with respect to international health matters..e“. 

The attention of the Executive Board of WHO is drawn to United Nations General 
Assembly Resolution 3059 (XXVIII) of 2 November 1973, which, inter^alia rejected "any 
form of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment" and 
requested the Secretary-General to inform the General Assembly of consideration which 
may have been given to the question by "other bodies concerned". Amnesty submits that 
the World Health Organization is a body "concerned" and would like to be able to play 
a role in assisting it to manifest that concern. 

10. Officers, etc : 

Sean MacBride SC, Chairman of the International Executive Committee 
Eric Baker, Vice-Chairman 
Lothar Belck, Treasurer 
Martin Ennals, Secretary-General 
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There are 60 paid officer personnel in the International Secretariat, and 28 
among 11 of the 30 national sections. Most national sections are staffed by 
volunteers. 

11• Structure： 

The directive authority for the conduct of the affairs of Amnesty International 
is vested in its International Council which meets once a year. Its last meeting 
was in Vienna, Austria in September 1973. This year it is meeting in Askov, 
Denmark from 5-7 September 1974. The International Council consists of members 
of the International Executive Committee and of representatives of national sections. 
Only these have the right to vote at the Council. Each member of the Executive 
Committee has one vote. National sections have votes varying from one to six 
according to their numbers of groups or individual members. The determination of 
the precise number and the voting procedures are set out in articles 12-17 of the 
Statute of Amnesty International which is attached. 

Between meetings of the International Council, responsibility for the conduct 
of the affairs of Amnesty International and for the implementation of the decisions 
of the Council is vested in the International Executive Committee. The Executive 
Committee consists of a Treasurer and six regular members elected by the Council, 
plus a non-voting staff representative elected by the International Secretariat staff, 
and up to four other non-voting members who may be co-opted to the Executive Committee, 
The Executive Committee meets not less than twice a year. Its last meeting was held 
5-7 July 1974, arid its next will be on 4 September 1974. 

« 
The day to day affairs of Amnesty International are conducted by the International 

Secretariat headed by a Secretary-General under the direction of the International 
Executive Committee. 

Affiliation with other organizations : Amnesty International has consultative 
status with the United Nations, UNESCO, ECOSOC, the Council of Europe and the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights of the Organization of American States. It 
has observer status on the Co-ordinating Committee of the Organization of African 
Unity's Bureau for the Placement and Education of African Refugees. 

Amnesty International is also a member of the Bureau of the Conference of Non-
Governmental Organizations in Consultative Status with ECOSOC and a member of the 
Special Committees of NGOs on Human Rights and Disarmament. 

12 • Finances : 

Amnesty International is financed almost entirely by its membership. The 
budget for 1974-1975 is £200 000. Of this, about 85% comes from individual Amnesty 
International members and groups and the rest from foundations and private donors. 

13. History : 

Amnesty International was founded in 1961, the inspiration of an English 
barrister named Peter Benenson who had involved himself in the trials of political 
prisoners in the courts of many countries and who was aware that these represented 
only a fraction of the many thousands of men and women being persecuted for their 
political or religious beliefs. He and others launched an "Appeal for Amnesty" which 
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was originally intended as a one-year campaign to organize practical help for these 
prisoners. Within a month over a thousand offers of support had come in, and within 
two months, representatives from five countries met in Luxembourg and established the 
beginnings of the present international movement. A year by year record of the 
milestones in Amnesty Internationalf s development may be found on pages 79-83 of the 
Annual Report for 1972-1973 which is attached. 

14. Activities： 

During the 13 years of its existence, Amnesty International has adopted some 
13 000 prisoners of conscience. Of these more than half have been released. In 
the same period it has sent missions to many countries to talk to governments, observe 
trials and conduct research into political imprisonment. It has issued dozens of 
background papers and reports on situations of concern and worked assiduously at the 
national, regional and international level to promote the cause of human rights. 

In addition to its work for political prisoners, it has helped expose the use 
of systematic torture to quell dissent. It launched an International Campaign for 
the Abolition of Torture in December 1972 and a major Conference for the Abolition 
of Torture, which was held in Paris in December 1973 on the 25th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In 1973 it was instrumental in securing 
support at the United Nations for Resolution 3059 (XXVIII) which was adopted 
unanimously by the 28th session of the General Assembly on 2 November 1973. The 
resolution rejected any form of torture, urged all governments to become parties to 
existing international instruments that contain provisions banning torture and 
decided to examine the question at a future ses与ion of the General Assembly. 

15. Publications : 

Amnesty International publishes a monthly newsletter detailing its work on 
political imprisonment, torture and capital punishment. 

Every year it publishes an annual report which summarizes its work. It гlso 
issues, under the imprint of Amnesty International Publications, special reports on 
situations of concern. Some of the most important ones over the past few years 
have been: 

Amnesty International Report on Torture, 224 pages, December 1973 
Political Imprisonment in Spain, 36 pages illustrated, August 1973 
Report on Allegations of Torture in Brazil, 140 pages, September 1972 
Political Prisoners in South Vietnam, 36 pages, July 1973 
Indonesia Special, 30 pages illustrated, March 1973 
Chile, 80 pages illustrated, to be published in September 1974 
Report of an Enquiry into I11-Treatment in Northern Ireland， 64 pages, March 1972 

1 16. Documentation : 

1 Held by the Secretariat. 


