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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Fifty-fifth Session INDEXE!! 

QUESTIONNAIRE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
REQUESTING OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO1 

1• Name of organization 

International Society for Human and Animal Mycology 
Société international de Mycologie Humaine et Animale 
Sociedad Internacional de Micologia Humana y Animal 

2• Headquarters 

56, Dumbarton Road 
Glasgow Gil 6NU 
Scotland, U.K. 
(с/о J. С. Gentles, General Secretary) 

Center for Disease Control 
Atlanta, Georgia 30333 
United States of America 
(c/o L« Ajello, President) 

Membership 

(a) 682 members 

(b) Subscriptions of members are paid directly to the Society. 

1 As supplied by the applicant on 6 November 1973. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the non-
governmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimination of its frontiers 
or boundaries. 

3. Regional Headquarters 

Professor Dr Wolfgang Loeffler, Treasurer 
Gellertstrasse 11a 
CH - 4052 Basel 
Switzerland 
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(с)-

Countries Affiliated Organizations * Persons 

Belgium Société belge de mycologie Humaine et Animale 128 

United Kingdom British Society for Mycopathology 112 

Israel Israel Society for Medical Mycology 31 

France Société Française de Mycologie Médicale 230 

Japan Japanese Society for Medical Mycology 700 

Austria, Germany, 

Switzerland Deutschsprachige Mykologische Gesellschaft 163 

All countries in North, Central and Medical Mycological Society for the Americas 325 South America 

Honorary members 2 (Art • 3, 2, d) 
Emeritus members 24 (Art • 3, 2, c) 
Active members 653 (Art .3, 2, a) 
Active members (non-paying) _ 3 (By-Laws: ’ Art. 

682 

5• General purposes 

The general purposes of the Society are to encourage the practice and study of all aspects 
of medical and veterinary mycology and to facilitate, on an international basis, the exchange 
of ideas pertaining to medical and veterinary mycology. 

6. Functions 

(a) The primary function of the Society is to fulfil the objects for which the Society 
was formed. This is done by publication of the official journal of the Society 
(Sabouraudia， founded in 1961) and organization of international congresses. The latter 
have been held in Lisbon, 1958, Montreal, 1962, Edinburgh, 1964, New Orleans, 1967, 
Paris, 1971. A congress is scheduled for Tokyo in 1975. 

(b) A secondary function is to encourage close liaison and continuous contact between 
workers in medical and veterinary mycology. This is assisted by means of a Newsletter 
which is distributed in April and November each year. In addition, international 
committees are set up for particular projects as seems desirable from time to time. At 
present a committee is studying the Nomenclature of the Mycoses with a view to standardiza-
tion. Efforts are also being made, at present, to inaugurate, on a worldwide basis, the 
Reporting of Mycoses• A committee is also in process of selecting the individual who, in 
their opinion, has contributed most significantly to the progress of medical mycology. 
This individual will be honoured by the ISHAM Award at the next congress in Tokyo, 1975. 
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7• Health and treatment 

(a) The Society does not advocate any special health measures or procedures but by 
dissemination of information and by being available for consultation, it does as far as 
possible, assist in diagnosis and treatment of fungal infections. 

(b) Since the problems to a large extent vary from country to country no general policy 
is advocated in relation to treatment and health procedures. 

8• Authoritative statements 

The Council has full powers to act for the Society on administrative matters. With 
regard to authoritative statements on the mycoses in general, or on a specific type of 
mycotic infection, the Council, after consultation with the various specialists in the field, 
will designate the individual whom they consider best suited or qualified to speak on behalf 
of the Society. 

9• Reasons for request for official relationship to WHO 

There can be little doubt of the public health importance of fungal diseases throughout 
the world. The toll that they take in terms of lives lost, disability, suffering and 
monetary expenditure is high. An untold number of people are afflicted by the specialized 
fungi that invade all tissues and organs of the body. Some mycoses approach the common cold 
and dental caries in both incidence and prevalence. Skin test surveys have revealed that 
literally millions of people have been infected by such fungi as Coccidioides immitis and 
Histoplasma capsulatum. Ringworm infections plague the lives of children and adults in many 
countries of the world. With advances in the treatment of chronic diseases, such as cancer, 
the increasing use of immunosuppressive drugs in organ transplant patients, secondary 
infections by a wide variety of fungi hitherto considered non-pathogenic, are occurring with 
great frequency. The Society is, by virtue of its membership representation, best qualified 
of all organizations to investigate and advise on any problem related to fungi as agents of 
disease in man and animals. An official recognition by, and relationship to WHO can only 
be, in our opinion, of considerable benefit to both organizations and to medical and 
veterinary mycology. There are vast areas of the world for which the mycological data are 
virtually unknown. 

10. Officers 

President : 

Vice-Presidents : 

L. Ajello, United States of America 

R. Fukushiro, Japan 
M. Huppert, United States of America 
F. Mariat, France 
A. P. E. Tritsmans, Belgium 
L. Chmel, Czechoslovakia 

General Secretary: 

Treasurer : 

Chief Editor: 

Associated Editors : 

J. C. Gentles, Scotland 

W. Loeffler, Switzerland 

J. G. O'Sullivan, Scotland 

H. B. Levine, United States of America 
H. J. Scholer, Switzerland 
G« Segretain, France 
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Editorial Board: E. W. Chick, United States 
L. Chmel, Czechoslovakia 
M, D. Connole, Australia 
H. Gotz, Germany 
R. Mayorga, Guatemala 
H. S• Randhawa, India 
A. Stenderup, Denmark 
H. Urabe, Japan 

of America 

There are no paid official personnel. The only paid staff are those in a secretarial 
capacity and working only part-time• 

11• Structure 

(a) Policy decisions are made by the General Assembly i.e. members of the Society 
meeting at business sessions during congresses. Between congresses the Society is 
governed by the Council which transacts its business to a large extent by postal 
correspondence. 

(b) General Assemblies are held at each scientific congress, usually at intervals of 
four years. The Council also meets at congresses and additionally, in part or in toto, 
at other scientific meetings although the majority of business is transacted by mail. 

(c) Voting by the membership takes place at a General Assembly but proxy votes and 
postal votes are taken into account. At times other than General Assemblies voting 
is by postal ballot. Voting by Council is by postal ballot. In cases of equality 
the President has casting vote. 

Except when stated otherwise in the Statutes, decisions are made on simple majority 
vote. 

(d) ISHAM is affiliated, as the Commission for Medical and Veterinary Mycology, to the 
Mycology Section of the International Association of Microbiological Societies (IAMS). 

12. Finances 

The annual budget of the Society is in the region of US$ 12 000-15 000. The income is 
almost entirely derived from members * subscriptions. 

13. History 

ISHAM was founded at the VIII International Congress of Botany, in Paris in 1954. From 
an initial membership of 140 representing 35 countries during 1955-56 the membership has 
risen to 682 within 69 countries. A Society Bulletin was issued annually until 1959. This 
was replaced in 1961 by the journal Sabouraudia which is now in its eleventh volume and is 
recognized as the foremost journal in this field• Abstracts appear regularly in the Bulletin 
of Hygiene and Review of Medical & Veterinary Mycology and Sabouraudia is listed in Current 
Contents• The Mycoses Newsletter, of private circulation has recently been taken over as the 
official ISHAM Newsletter. The Society was registered in 1972 in Switzerland as a non-profit-
making organization. 

14. Activities 

Prior to 1971 the proceedings of ISHAM Congresses were published in the Proceedings of 
Congresses for Tropical Medicine & Malaria (Lisbon, 1958), Proceedings of Congress of 
Microbiology (Montreal 1962), Proceedings of Botanical Congress (Edinburgh, 1964). No 
official proceedings were published of the New Orleans Congress in 1967. A copy of the 
Proceedings of the Paris Congress is attached. Current activities have already been listed 
in section 6. 
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15. Publications 

Sabouraudia. A three-part volume is published each year. The journal publishes 
original articles on all aspects of medical mycology• The Newsletter is planned for issue 
in April and November of each year. Special reports are published as review articles in 
Sabouraudia e.g. The Application of Fluorescent Antibody Techniques to Medical Mycology, 
W. Kaplan & L. Kaufman, Sabouraudia 1, 137-144 (1961). Serology in Respiratory Mycoses, 
Charlotte C. Campbell, Sabouraudia 5, 240-259 (1967). 

16• Documentation� 

Statutes 

Sabouraudia 

Proceedings of 5th Congress of ISHAM 

Financial Reports 1970, 1971, 1972 

1 Held by the Secretariat. 
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ANNEX 

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR HUMAN AND ANIMAL MYCOLOGY 

6 August 1974 

Dear Sir, 

I am most grateful to you and your colleagues for the courtesy extended to Dr Mariat and 
Dr Loeffier during their recent visit to Geneva. Their discussions were most helpful and 
following their advice I am enclosing some additional information on the activities of our 
Society which I hope may be accepted as a supplement to our application of 6 November 1973 
for official relationship with WHO under Article 71 of the Constitution. 

Although fungi have been recognized as pathogens of man since the early 19th century 
medical and veterinary mycology was severely neglected until just over 20 years ago when the 
first few appointments of medical mycologists were made. In 1953 a small group of workers 
in the field met in Rome. They recognized that while fungi did not rank in importance with 
bacteria and viruses as a cause of disease in man and animals, nevertheless, their effects on 
public health throughout the world were greatly underestimated and certainly not appreciated 
except by the few individuals directly concerned with the mycoses. In order to dispel the 
obscurities of both the clinical and mycological aspects of fungal diseases it was decided 
that it would be necessary to encourage the entry to the subject of more workers and to bring 
closer together, by facilitating meetings and communication, those medical and veterinary 
mycologists who were already involved but scattered widely throughout the world and belonging 
to a variety of basic disciplines. These aims could be met only by the formation of an 
international society. Moreover, since the literature on recent and current work on medical 
mycology was spread throughout many varied specialist periodical s it would be necessary 
eventually to publish a journal. ISHAM was formed in 1954 in Paris during the Vlllth 
International Congress of Botany and the publication of the journal of the Society, 
Sabouraudia commenced in 1961. By 1956 there were 140 membèrs of ISHAM spread throughout 
35 countries and this has now risen to more than 700 members from 69 countries ； Sabouraudia 
is distributed to approximately 500 additional subscribers and through affiliated national 
societies ISHAM maintains contact with at least a further 1000 workers in medical and 
veterinary mycology. 

The Society has achieved the initial aims of its founder members but there are many 
aspects of the subject where deficiencies still exist, which can only be solved by 
coordination on a worldwide basis and such as requires, or will be greatly assisted by 
organization on an official basis perhaps at government level. For example, there is no 
country in which the true incidence of fungal disease is known and there are regions in which 
little or no work in medical mycology has been done. ISHAM is attempting to institute a 
system of mycoses reporting and initial inquiries have revealed that this can be done only 
with great difficulty even in highly developed areas. A subcommittee is at present 
considering the question of nomenclature of the mycoses and their report and recommendations 
will eventually require consideration and possibly promulgation by an official agency. 
There is a great need for courses of instruction in medical mycology. ISHAM cannot support 
these financially and at present can only give every encouragement to individual members who 
are able to organize these on a national basis. When these take place the faculties are 
invariably comprised entirely of ISHAM members. Such courses are, however, able to be 
organized only in countries in which medical mycology is already well advanced. (e.g. 
Dr F. Blank, Philadelphia, June 1974； Dr S. О. В. Roberts, Cambridge, September 1974). 
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Annex 

In these and other aspects WHO can advise and assist the Society and there are many ways 
in which ISHAM can cooperate and be of assistance to WHO in the study and control of fungal 
infections on a worldwide basis. In the past certain members of ISHAM, as individuals, have 
assisted WHO and I enclose as an appendix to this letter some detail of these activities. 

With the reorganization of IAMS in 1970 and the formation of IMA in 1971 ISHAM was 
approached regarding affiliation and after due consideration became affiliated with the 
Mycology Section of IAMS as the Commission for Medical and Veterinary Mycology. 

The Society, therefore, has an indirect connexion with WHO. However, there can be no 
doubt that for efficient collaboration a more direct link is necessary. Certain aspects 
requiring organization or investigation cannot be done by the Society alone and there are 
doubtless deficiencies or requirements in certain areas of which the Society is unaware but 
which they might well be able to assist. A direct official relationship between WHO, with 
its observers and facilities throughout the world and especially in under-developed regions, 
and ISHAM which can provide through its membership the highest available skill and knowledge 
of the mycoses can only be to the mutual advantage of both organizations and especially to 
world health. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) J. C. Gentles, 
General Secretary 


