
24 M a y  1978

АЗ1 /7 2
،NDEXSa

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ٠

SIXTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE A
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During its eighteenth meeting held on 24 M a y  1978, Committee A  decided to recommend to 

the Thirty-first World Health Assemhly the adoption of the attached resolutions relating 

to the following agenda items:

2.6.18 Technical activities and questions identified for additional examination 

during the review of the proposed programme budget and of the ~

Board's report thereon

Two resolutions were adopted, with the following titles:

Maternal and child health

Health hazards of smoking

2-6-11 Control of sexually transmitted diseases

Two resolutions were adopted, w ith the following titles:

Control of sexually transmitted diseases

Control of endemic treponematoses
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MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH 

The Thirty-first W o rld Health Assembly,

Aware that mothers and children are particularly vulnerable groups who have special 

health needs and are exposed to serious risks;

Concerned by the magnitude and gravity of the health problems of mothers and children 

m a inly as related to the interaction between malnutrition and infection in bi with

adverse environmental factors and inadequate health care and social services;

Recognizing the crucial importance of family health, particularly for infants; as well 

as for pre-school and schoolchildren, for subsequent adult health and the quality of life of 

future generations;

Considering that 1979 has been declared "International Year of the Child" the 

significance and o ^ e c t i v e s  of which should serve as a stimulus to continuing actions which 

by virtue of their scope and continuity will make these aspirations a reality;

Convinced that the social objective of WHO, "Health for All by the Year 2000", 

requires the immediate adoption of practical measures to guarantee all mothers and children 

an acceptable level of health,

1. URGES Member States to give high priority to maternal and child health including school 

health as part of their overall health and socioeconomic plans and programmes, and in 

particular within the framework of a health policy designed to extend health coverage by 

strengthening primary health care; and within this context,

(a) to undertake and further develop social, legislative, educational, preventive 

and curative measures that will promote family health particularly maternal and child 

health, with special emphasis on areas such as nutrition, communicable disease control 

and education for family life and others as appropriate to local social and economic 

conditions and cultural habits in child bearing and child rearing practices;

(b) to cooperate wit h  one another and with W H O  in the promotion of the health of 

mothers and children;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(a) to intensify technical cooperation w i t h  countries for the strengthening of their 

maternal and child health programmes as an important part of primary health c a r e , and 

to encourage to that end technical cooperation among developing countries;

to support measures for improving the efficiency and effectiveness of 

such health care and t r a i n i n g؛ for the development of appropriate technology and 

exchange of relevant knowledge in relation to priority problems in pregnancy, the 

perinatal period, infancy, childhood and adolescence;

(b) to promote, through the Regional Committees, meetings of experts from their 

M e mber countries to collaborate in the planning and evaluation of maternal and child 

welfare programmes, particularly in the context of primary health care, and to advise 

on the adoption of measures for developing and improving them;

(c) to continue to collaborate to the utmost with UNICEF and with the other relevant 

United Nations agencies;

(d) to proceed wit h  the preparation of a W H O  medium-term programme for maternal and 

child health;

(e) to present to the Thirty-second W o rld Health Assembly on the occasion of the 

International Year of the Child information on the present status of maternal and 

child health in the world, as well as on trends in development of relevant services.
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HEALTH HAZARDS ©F SMOKING 

The Thirty-first W o rld Health Assembly,

Recalling resolutions EB45.R9, WHA23.32, EB47.R42, WHA24.48, EB53.R31 and WHA29.55 

co n c erning the health hazards of tobacco-smoking and ways towards its limitation;

Recognizing the increasing and indisputable scientific evidence showing that tobacco- 

sm o king is a major cause of chronic bronchitis, emphysema and lung cancer, as well as a major 

r i s k  factor for myocardial infarction, certain pregnancy-related and neonatal disorders and 

a number of other serious health problems; and that it also has harmful effects on those who 

a r e  involuntarily exposed to tobacco smoke ;

Seriously concerned at the alarming increase in production and consumption of cigarettes 

d u r ing the last two decades in some of the countries, particularly developing countries, in 

w h i c h  it was previously not widespread, and at the extensive promotional drive for the sale of 

cigarettes being carried out on radio and television, in newspapers and other news media, and 

th r o u g h  association with sporting and cultural events, often inducing young people to smoke 

tobacco;

Noting that few countries have so far taken comprehensive action to effectively combat 

smoking through educational, restrictive and legislative measures for the control of publicity 

a nd advertisements in the news media, combined with coherent taxation and price policies for 

tobacco cultivation and cigarette production;

Believing that WHO has an important role in promoting effective policies against s m o k i n g , 

as envisaged in the Sixth General Programme of Wor k  covering the period inclusive 1978-1983;

1. URGES Member States:

(1) to strengthen health education programmes concerning smoking, as a part of general 

health education, through close collaboration among health and education authorities and 

other relevant agencies, taking into account the different needs of the various target 

groups;

(2) to adopt comprehensive measures to control tobacco-smoking inter alia by providing 

for increased taxation on the sale of cigarettes and restrict as far as possible all 

forms of publicity for promotion of smoking;

(3) to protect the rights of non-smokers to enjoy an atmosphere unpolluted by tobacco 

smoke ;

(4) to seek economically sound alternative undertakings to replace tobacco growing and 

processing, where appropriate;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General :

(1) to continue to intensify WHO's activities in connexion with the control of tobacco- 

smoking;

(2) to collaborate with Member States, the United Nations, the specialized agencies and

' nongovernmental organizations as required, in the formulation, implementation 

and evaluation of programmes to combat smoking, including studying possibilities for crop 

diversification in tobacco growing areas;
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(3) to cooperate wit h  Member States upon request in developing measures for the 

controi of publicity wit h  regard to smoking through the news media, especially newspapers, 

radio and television;

(4) to give urgent consideration to having anti-smoking as a subject f o r ;WORLD HEALTH DAY 

as soon as possible, and in this and other ways to give m a ximum publicity to an '* 

campaign;

(5) to encourage research as to the causes of tobacco smoking;

(6) to report on progress in this field not later than the Thirty-third W o rld Health 

Assembly.
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CONTROL OF SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES

The Thirty-first World Health Assembly,

Having examined the Director-General's report on the control of sexually transmitted 

diseases, submitted in accordance with resolution W H A 2 8 . 58;

Noting that the prevalence of sexually transmitted diseases has reached in many countries 

high levels causing concern throughout the world, and that recent reports indicate a significant 

increase in syphilis in some countries and in gonorrhoea and non-gonococcal urethritis in many 

countries;

Aware that such diseases are serious both for the individual and for the community on 

account of the complications to w hich they may give rise, their frequent congenital or peri- 

natal transmission, their contribution towards the causation of infertility and their socio- 

economic consequences;

~ that the present situation is mainly due to inadequate application in many

countries of known surveillance and control technology and inadequate appreciation of educa- 

tional and social approaches rather than to the inadequacy of the knowledge available;

Bearing in mind the need for appropriate preventive and curative measures ;

1. INVITES governments :

(1) to assess the scope and magnitude of this health and socioeconomic problem in order 

to formulate and implement, as part of the national health programme, a realistic and

' funded control programme for sexually transmitted diseases, including

appropriate social, educational as well as public health components;

(2) to stress particularly the education of the community as a whole, and especially 

adolescents on this subject and to mobilize their active i n v o l v e ^ n t  in dealing w i t h  the 

problem;

(3) to establish effective standardized treatment schedules and to control the misuse

of antibiotics with a view to preventing the development of bacterial resistance to drugs;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(1) to draw u p , disseminate, and up-date as required, guidelines on the control of 

sexually transmitted diseases, in close cooperation with Member States; including 

appropriate recording and reporting mechanisms;

(2) to foster technical cooperation among Member States themselves for the control of 

sexually transmitted diseases, to examine ways and means of controlling more effectively 

their international spread, to continuously register strain sensitivity and to provide 

at appropriate intervals information concerning the sensitivity of strains;

(3) to stimulate and support activities and research leading to the development of more 

effective and economical methods of prevention, control, diagnosis and treatment that are 

suitable for use in primary health care with the support of other levels of the health 

system;

(4) to cooperate with Member States in the provision of basic and advanced training for 

the control of sexually transmitted diseases;

(5) to collaborate with social and educational intergovernmental and nongovernmental 

organizations in combating the spread of these diseases;

(6) to continue his endeavours to obtain extrabudgetary funds from sources within the 

United Nations system and from other international or private agencies in order to 

support the Organization and governments in planning, p r o g r a m i n g ,  conducting and 

evaluating control programmes.



CONTROL OF ENDEMIC TREFONEMATOSES 

The Thirty-first W o rld Health Assembly,

Recognizing that the endemic treponematoses in general and yaws in particular are 

resurging as serious public health problems, especially in parts of the world where the 

diseases were once controlled by Member States in cooperation wit h  W H O  and UNICEF;

Recognizing the grave consequences, especially for children, of the ' ' 

epidemiological situation in a number of countries إ
Conscious of the seriousness of the present situation and the danger of further ’

and entrenchment of the diseases;

Emphasizing the urgent need for prompt and vigorous action to control the diseases;

1„ REQUESTS Member States:

(1) to formulate and implement integrated treponematoses control programmes with 

particular emphasis on active surveillance so as to interrupt transmission of the 

diseases at the earliest possible time in the areas where they are still endemic and to 

prevent recurrence of the diseases in areas from w h i c h  they have been *' or have 

never been endemic;

(2) to report regularly to WHO on the current epidemiological situation of endemic 

t r e p o n e m a t o s e s ;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(1) to encourage the national and international surveillance of these diseases;

(2) to cooperate w i t h  Member States, on the request of the governments concerned, in 

the planning, implementation and evaluation of control programmes;

(3) to try to obtain from various sources w i thin the United Nations system, as well 

as from governmental and private organizations extrabudgetary resources for the

implementation of control programmes;

(4) to report on this matter in the biennial reports to the World Health Assembly.
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