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During ل إ  eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth meetings held on 
18, 19 and 20 May 1978, Committee A decided to recommend to the Thirty-first World Health 
Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions relating to the following agenda items:

2.4 Frocedures for introducing changes into the Sixth General ~ of
Work covering a Specific Feriod (1978-1983 inclusive)

2.2 Frogranme budget for 1978 and 1979 (financial year 1979) (Articles 18(f),
34 and 55)

2.6.1 Drug policies and management (two resolutions)

Appropriate technology for health2.6.3



PROCEDURES FOR INTRODUCING CHANGES INTO THE SIXTH GENERAL PROGRAMME OF WORK 
COVERING A SPECIFIC PERIOD (1978-1983 INCLUSIVE)

The Thirty-first World Health' Assembly;

Noting resolution EB61.R23 concerning procedures for introducing changes into the Sixth 
General Programme of Work covering a specific period (1978-1983 inclusive);

1. REQUESTS the Executive Board to consider from time to time, as required, the need to 
introduce changes into the Sixth General Programme of Work, particularly to reflect new 
prograjnme policies of the World Health Assembly, and to submit any proposals for such changes 
to the Health Assembly for consideration and approval;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to issue as a supplement to the Sixth General Programme of 
Work any changes in this Programme that have been approved by the Health Assembly.



MONITORING OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF FROGRAM№ BUDGET POLICY
AND STRATEGY

The Thirty-first World Health Assembly,

Considering the progress made in the implementation of the new programme budget policy 
embodied in resolutions WHA28.76, WHA29.48 and WHA30.30;

Reiterating that resolutions WHA28.76 and WHA29.48 form a historical and conceptual 
whole, and that

(1) their fundamental o^ective is to unify the potentials, resources and experiences 
of many countries with different social patterns and cultural traditions and at different 
stages of development in order to make it easier to bridge the health gap between the 
developed and the developing countries and to raise the overall level of health in the 
world; while

(2) their quantitative objective is to redistribute WHO's regular programme budget 
resources in order to increase substantially in real terms the allocations for technical 
cooperation;

Realizing that direct technical cooperation between WHO and its Member States can assume 
many forais ;

~ the importance of regularly providing the Executive Board and the World
Health Assembly with relevant factual information to enable the Executive Board and the World 
Health Assembly to assess the progress of technical cooperation with individual countries in 
order to detect shortcomings and introduce improvements, as well as to assist WHO and all 
countries to gain from the valuable experience thus accumulated;

~ to resolution EB61.R6 adopted by the Executive Board at its sixty-first session
on monitoring the implementation of programme budget policy and strategy;

1. CONCURS with the Executive Board's conclusion on the importance of keeping under constant 
review the implementation of the programme budget policy and strategy:

2. REQUESTS the Director-General, within the general framework of monitoring the implementa- 
tion of resolutions WHA28.76 and WHA29.48, to provide the World Health Assembly and Executive 
Board with all relevant information to illustrate how the new programe budget policy and 
strategy is being applied in Member States, and in particular in developing countries ; and to 
what extent WHO's regular budget resources are being used for this purpose.



ACTION PROGRAMME ON ESSENTIAL DRUGS

The Thirty-first World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolutions WHA28.66 and EB61.R17;

Having considered the progress report by the Director-General on Drug Policies and 
Management ;

Realizing that large segments of the world's population do not have access to the most 
essential drugs and vaccines that are indispensable to ensure effective health care;

Recognizing the importance of an adequate supply of essential drugs and vaccines to meet 
the real health needs of the people, through the implementation of national programmes of 
health care;

Deeply concerned by the high proportion of health budgets spent on pharmaceuticals by 
governments, particularly of developing countries, thereby limiting the remaining funds 
available for the provision of adequate health care to the whole population;

Stressing the need to provide essential drugs of adequate quality, in sufficient quantity 
and at reasonable costs to meet the health needs of these countries;

Considering that local production of essential drugs and vaccines is a legitimate 
aspiration which developing countries have expressed on many occasions, and that considerable 
progress has been achieved in some countries;

Considering that the establishment of a pharmaceutical industry in countries where it 
does not exist requires transfer of appropriate technology and investment and that most 
developing countries cannot afford this without international cooperation;

Recognizing the importance of objective information about pharmaceuticals and the risk of 
uncontrolled promotional activities by manufacturers, particularly in developing countries;

Convinced that collective purchases of large quantities of pharmaceuticals would 
substantially reduce their costs;

Convinced that urgent international action is required to alleviate this situation 
through the establishment of an action programme of technical cooperation on essential drugs 
aimed at strengthening the national capabilities of developing countries in the field of 
selection and proper use of essential drugs to meet their real needs, and in local * 
and quality control, wherever feasible, of such drugs;

Highly appreciating the steps already taken by the Director-General to make available 
essential drugs and vaccines necessary for the extension of the health care coverage of the 
population;

1. ENDORSES resolution EB61.R17.
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URGES Member States, particularly developing countries to:

(1) establish adequate drug procurement, storage and distribution systems in order to 
make available drugs of adequate quality, at reasonable prices, to the population;
(2) establish national drug lists of formularies by international nonpropriatory names 
(generic names) including essential drugs selected on the basis of the health needs of the 
countries and taking into account the criteria of the WHO Expert Conmiittee on the Selection 
of Essential Drugs (Technical Report Series No. 615) ;
(3) enact legislation as appropriate covering drug registration, use or prescription by 
generic names, control of drug information, including therapeutic indications and mention 
of side-effects, price regulation and definition of the type of drugs authorized for use 
or prescription by different levels of health workers;
(4) collaborate in the exchange of information on drug policies and management through 
bilateral or multilateral programmes and WHO.

REQUESTS the Director-General:
(1) to continue to identify the drugs and vaccines which, in the light of scientific 
knowledge, are indispensable for primary health care and control of diseases prevalent 
in the vast majority of the population, and to update periodically this aspect of the 
report of the Expert Comnittee on Essential Drugs;
(2) to cooperate with Member States in formulating drug policies and management 
programmes that are relevant to the health needs of populations, aimed at ensuring access 
of the whole population to essential drugs at a cost the country can afford;
(3) to improve existing WHO supply services for drugs, including vaccines, and medical 
equipment through closer collaboration with UNICEF, and to ensure that developing countries 
take full advantage of such services;
(4) to ensure collaboration with UNDF, the World Bank and regional Development Banks 
and Funds, UNICEF and UNIDO with.a view to ensuring that technical expertise and financing 
are made available to interested countries to establish local production, wherever 
feasible, corresponding to their health needs, it being understood that financing should 
be independent of the source of technology;
(5) to develop further the dialogue with pharmaceutical industries in order to assure 
their collaboration in meeting the health needs of large underserved segments of the 
world's population;
(6) to study how prices of phara؛aceutical products are determined and possible 
strategies for reducing such prices including the development of a code of marketing 
practices, with special emphasis on pharmaceutical products essential for the populations 
of developing countries;
(7) to take appropriate steps to cooperate with Member States in developing quality 
control systems for drugs, either imported or locally produced, and to establish regional 
quality control networks;
(8) to foster exchange of information among Member States on drug policies and 
management and on technical aspects of pha^aceutical products;
(9) to submit to the sixty-third session of the Executive Board a comprehensive action 
programme as outlined above a^ing at fostering technical cooperation among developing 
countries and to stimulate bilateral and multilateral cooperation in this prograinme;
(10) to invite governments directly interested in the implementation of this action 
programme in their own countries, governments willing to provide support, relevant 
United Nations agencies and other appropriate cooperating parties to participate;
(11) to submit a report on the progress achieved in the implementation of this action 
programme to subsequent sessions of the Executive Board and World Health Assembly.



DRUG POLICIES AND MANAGEMENT: 
Medicinal Plants

The Thirty-first World Health Assembly,

Recognizing the importance of medicinal plants in the health care systems in many 
developing countries;

Noting the increasing awareness of governments and the scientific and medical communities 
of this matter;

Considering that these plants contain substances which may be of therapeutic value but 
which may also possibly show potential toxicity when improperly used;

Realizing that the use of medicinal plants is likely to continue in many '

Noting with interest the efforts of the World Health Organization to deal with this 
matter;

REQUESTS the Director-General:

(1) to compile an inventory of medicinal plants used in the different countries and 
to standardize botanical nomenclature for the ones most widely used;
(2) to compile and update periodically a therapeutic classification of medicinal plants, 
related to the therapeutic classification of all drugs;
(3) to review the available scientific data relating to the efficacy of medicinal 
plants in the treatment of specific conditions and diseases, and make available, in 
summary form, the results of the review;
(4) to coordinate the efforts of the Member States to:

develop and apply scientific criteria and methods for proof of safety and 
efficacy of medicinal plant products, especially galenical preparations; 
develop international standards and specifications of identity, purity and 
strength for medicinal plant products, especially galenical preparations and 
manufacturing practices to achieve these ends;
develop methods for safe and effective use of medicinal plant products, 
especially galenical preparations, including labelling, containing adequate 
directions for use and criteria for use or prescription by various levels of 
health workers;

(5) to disseminate inforaiation on these matters among the Member States;
N. (6) to designate regional research and training centres for the study of medicinal 

plants;
(7) to report on the su^ect to a subsequent World Health Assembly.



ACTION PROGRAME OF APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY POR HEALTH

The Thirty-first World Health Assembly.

Having considered the report of the Director-General^ and resolution EB61.R31 on the 
activities of the progra^ne of Appropriate Technology for Health.

1. THANKS the Director-General for his report;

2. NOTES with satisfaction the development of the programme of Appropriate Technology for 
Health in pursuance of resolution WHA29.74 and expresses its desire to see it implCTented 
throughout all levels of the Organization;

3. INVITES Member States to promote the use of available appropriate technology and 
develop new technology needed for the better implementation of health care, particularly 
of primary health care;

4. REQUESTS the Director-General
(1) to intensify involvement of Member States in the further development of a global 
plan of action for the programme of appropriate technology for health and to foster 
cooperation with and between Member States as well as with other appropriate 
international agencies both inside and outside the United Nations system in this very 
important field of public health;
(2) to report to a future session of the Executive Board and a subsequent World 
Health Assembly on the progress of this action programme.
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