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APPOINTMENT OF THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR 

Report by the Director-General 

By resolution WHA30.15, Mr Ivarsson was appointed External 

Auditor of the accounts of the World Health Organization for the two 

financial years 1978 and 1979. Mr Ivarsson was killed in an auto-

mobile accident in October 1977, and consequently it becomes 

necessary to appoint again an External Auditor. The Director-

General proposes that the Assembly appoint Sir Douglas Henley as the 

External Auditor of the World Health Organization for the financial 

years 1978 and 1979, noting that Sir Douglas is also being proposed 

as External Auditor of the International Labour Organisation. 

1. In accordance with resolution WHA30.15, Mr Sven-Ivar Ivarsson was appointed as External 

Auditor of the accounts of the World Health Organization for the two financial years 1978 

and 1979. Mr Ivarsson died as a result of an automobile accident on 28 October 1977. 

2. As a consequence of Mr Ivarsson 1s death it becomes necessary for the Thirty-first World 
Health Assembly to appoint an External Auditor to audit the accounts of the Organization for 
the financial years 1978 and 1979. On ascertaining that it would not be possible for the 
present External Auditor, Mr Lars Lindmark, to extend his services beyond the financial year 
1977, the Director-General considered other possible candidates for the position of External 
Auditor of the Organization, taking into account several important factors. These included 
the desirability of continuing the arrangements which have been in operation since the 
inception of the World Health Organization whereby the Organization and the International 
Labour Organisation have utilized the same External Auditor under cost-sharing arrangements 
that have resulted in considerable economies for both organizations. Furthermore, it was 
considered desirable that the newly appointed External Auditor have experience in auditing 
the accounts of the United Nations or one of the specialized agencies, so as to make it 
possible for him to begin to fulfil his responsibility for external audit later than usual in 
the financial year and at very short notice. 

3. In close consultations with officials of ILO, the availability of the Auditors General 
of several countries was investigated, including those who had experience as External Auditor 
for organizations in the United Nations system. In all cases but one it was not possible 
for these Auditors General to allow their names to go forward for consideration by the Health 
Assembly. However, the Comptroller and Auditor General of the United Kingdom, 

Sir Douglas Henley, who is also the External Auditor of F AO, UNESCO, WMO, IMCO and GATT would be 
available immediately, and is willing to serve as External Auditor of both WHO and ILO under 
arrangements of the type in existence since the inception of WHO. A curriculum vitae of 
Sir Douglas Henley is attached as Annex 1. 

4. Accordingly, the Director-General proposes to the Health Assembly that Sir Douglas Henley 
be appointed as External Auditor of WHO for the financial years 1978 and 1979; this would 
include reporting thereon to the Thirty-second and Thirty-third World Health Assemblies. 
Should the Health Assembly concur in this proposal, it may wish to adopt the following 
resolution : 
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The Thirty-first World Health Assembly 

1. RESOLVES that Sir Douglas Henley be appointed External Auditor of the accounts of 

the World Health Organization for the two financial years 1978 and 1979 and that he make 

his audits in accordance with the principles incorporated in Article XII of the Financial 

Regulations, with the provision that, should the necessity arise, he may designate a 

representative to act in his absence; 

2. EXPRESSES its appreciation to Mr Lars Lindmark for the service rendered to the 

Organization during the four years in which he has served as External Auditor; and 

3. EXPRESSES to the Government of Sweden and the family of Mr Sven-Ivar Ivarsson its 

deep regrets over the latter's untimely death, which did not permit him to assume his 

appointment as External Auditor for the financial years 1978 and 1979. 



A31/36 

page 3 

ANNEX 1 

CURRICULUM VITAE OF SIR DOUGLAS HENLEY 

Sir Douglas Henley has been Comptroller and Auditor General of the United Kingdom since 

1976. He was born in 1919. He graduated with a first-class degree in economics from the 

London School of Economics in 1939. He served in the Army "from 1939 to 1946 and then joined 

Her Majesty's Treasury. Among other financial appointments he served from 1956 to 1959 as 

the Treasury representative (Financial Counsellor) in Tokyo and Singapore. Sir Douglas was 

appointed Assistant Under Secretary of State in the Department of Economic Affairs in 1964 and 

became Deputy Under Secretary of State in 1969 before returning to the Treasury. In 1972 he 

was appointed Second Permanent Secretary and was knighted in 1973 (KCB). 

In addition to his permanent duties as Comptroller and Auditor General, Sir Douglas Henley 

is also External Auditor of several organizations within the United Nations system. 


