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TENTH MEETING 

Friday, 13 May 1977, at 5 p.m.

Chairman: Dr M. L. IBRAHIM (Egypt)

1. FOURTH REFORT OF COMMITTEE в (Document (Draft) A3o/55)

Dr FINTO (Honduras), Rapporteur, read out the draft fourth report of Committee B. 

Decision: The report was adopted.,
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2. COORDINATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM: Item 3.18 of the Agenda (continued)

General matters: Item 3.18.1 of the Agenda (continued)

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution on general matters proposed 
by the Rapporteur:

The Thirtieth World Health Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Director-General on Coordination within the 

United Nations system - General matters,
Noting those resolutions of direct concern to WHO which were adopted by the United 

Nations General Assembly at its thirty-first session, and the role which WHO is expected 
to play in implementing those resolutions,

Noting with satisfaction the improved financial situation of UNDF and endorsing 
UNDP's continuing central coordination role in technical cooperation,

Mindful that the Organization's activities are interrelated with other sectoral 
activities of the entire United Nations system, and that it has an important contribution 
to make to these activities,

Underlining the importance it attaches to the use of extrabudgetary funds of WHO 
for the implementation of specific responsibilities which the Organization is called upon 
to carry out in accordance with decisions of the World Health Assembly;
1. CONCURS with the steps taken by the Director-General to ensure that the United 
Nations and other organizations and institutions of the United Nations system are aware 
of the activities of the World Health Organization so as to be able to take them into 
account during the development of their own sectoral programmes;
2. SUPPORTS the concept that coordination between the organizations of the United 
Nations system should entail closer collaboration between organizations' representatives 
at the national level, as well as with the appropriate government authorities, for the 
purpose of enhancing joint United Nations system-wide action withi'n Member States;
3. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(a) to further ensure that appropriate support is given to the work of the 
Administrative Committee on Coordination and its subsidiary bodies in the 
expectation that health and health-related factors may usefully serve as a basis 
for a more effective coordinated approach to overall development;
(b) to ensure that further efforts are made to attract extrabudgetary resources 
to complement the WHO regular programme activities; and
(٥ ) to continue to report to the Executive Board or the World Health Assembly as 
appropriate on coordination within the United Nations system.



Dr BROYELLE (Frai'.ce) asked what was meant by the word "appuyés" in the first line of 
operative paragraph 3(a) of the French text.

Dr FLACHE (Director, Division of Coordination) said that the word "soutenus" should have 
been used instead of "appuyés". Operative paragraph 3(a) should therefore read: ". . . 
de veiller davantage à ce que soient soutenus de manière appropriée . ٠

Dr BROYELLE (France) suggested that "de veiller davantage à apporter un soutien 
approprié . ٠ ." might be better.

?rofessor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) proposed an addition to the end 
of operative paragraph 3(c) to make it clear that the information to be provided to the 
Executive Board or Health Assembly on coordination within the United Nations system should 
cover particularly budgeting principles and procedures in that system, the influence of 
inflation on budgets, questions of salary and recruitment practices, and so forth.

Mr WIRTH (Federal Republic of Germany) said that before considering the USSR amendment 
he would like to have it in writing.

Dr CHRISTENSEN, Secretary, read out the text of the USSR amendment, which was to add to 
the end of operative paragraph 3(c) the following words: "including develo؛®ents regarding 
budget ha:^nonization in the United Nations system, the effects of inflation on budgets, and 
personnel policies and practices".

Mr WIRTH (Federal Republic of Germany) asked for an explanation of the reference in the 
proposed amendment to "effects of inflation on budgets".

Frofessor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that it was intended that 
all available information on currency fluctuations, exchange rates, etc., which might have 
an effect on the budgets of the United Nations system, including WHO, should be taken into 
account in the reports to the Executive Board or Health Assembly.

In reply to a further question by Mr WIRTH (Federal Republic of Germany), Mr FURTH 
(Assistant Director-General) said that the Secretariat foresaw no difficulty in meeting the 
requirements of the proposed amendment. The Director-General was already reporting as 
appropriate on all relevant matters affecting budgets, and in particular on budget harmoni- 
zation, which the Consultative Committee on Administrative Questions (CCAQ) was studying 
almost continuously, and an interagency working party had been set up in Geneva to study the 
effects of inflation on budgets. The Executive Board of WHO had already adopted a resolution 
requesting the Director-General to report on certain personnel policies and practices to the 
Board every two years. If the Joint Inspection Unit or the International Civil Service 
Commission issued reports of relevance to those issues they were communicated by the Director- 
General to the Board or Health Assembly.

Mr WIRTH (Federal Republic of Germany) said that in view of that explanation, his 
delegation accepted the proposed amendment.

Decision: The draft resolution, with the amendment proposed by the USSR delegation,
was approved.

The CHAIRMAN next drew attention to a draft resolution proposed by the Rapporteur on the 
development of codes of medical ethics, which read as follows:

The Thirtieth World Health Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Director-General on Coordination within the 

United Nations System - General matters,
Recalling the invitations addressed to WHO by the United Nations General Assembly 

in resolutions 3218 (XXIX), 3453 (XXX), and 3185ا  on the elaboration of a draft code on 
medical ethics relevant to the protection of persons subjected to any form of 
detention or ' against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment;
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Further recalling resolutions EB55.R64 and EB57.R47 on this '
Keeping in mind the document prepared by the Director-General, entitled "Health 

aspects of avoidable maltreatment of prisoners and detainees", which was submitted to 
the Fifth United Nations Congress on the Frevention of Crime and the Treatment of 
©ffenders and to the United Nations General Assembly at its thirtieth session؛

Considering that the arrangements made by the Director-General with the Council 
for International ©rganizations of Medical Sciences (CIGMS) to undertake, on behalf of 
WHO, a study on the feasibility of a code of medical ethics relevant to torture, 
adequately meet the terms of resolution EB57.R47;

REQUESTS the Director-General:
(1) to transmit the conclusions of the study being undertaken by CI©MS to 
a future session of the Executive Board for its consideration before being 
forwarded to the United Nations General Assembly;
(2) to inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations of this resolution, 
with the request that it be brought to the attention of the United Nations General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session.

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) felt that Member States would be 
interested to have not only the conclusions of the CI©MS study but other relevant material as 
well. He therefore proposed amending subparagraph (1) of the operative paragraph of the draft 
resolution to read: "to transmit the studies and conclusions ٠ . ٠ ".

Decision: The draft resolution, as thus amended, was approved.

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to consider a draft resolution on the United Nations 
Water Conference proposed by the delegations of Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canada,
Fin land, Federal Republic of Germany, India, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, Kuwait, "
Nether lands, New Zealand, Norway, Philippines, Poland, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Venezuela, and 
Yugoslavia. The draft resolution was as follows:

The Thirtieth World Health Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Director-General on the United Nations Water 

Conference,
Noting the recommendations made by that Conference, particularly with respect to 

community water supply and the priority given to the provision of safe water supply and 
sanitation for all by the year 199©; the priority areas for action within the framework 
of the Plan of Action formulated by the United Nations Water Conference; the actions to 
be undertaken at national level as well as through international cooperation; and the 
proposal that 1980-1990 be designated as the International Drinking Water Supply and 
Sanitation Decade,

Recalling resolutions WHA29.45, WHA29.46 and WHA29.47 concerning directly and 
indirectly the interests of WHO with respect to the provision of adequate and potable 
water and sanitary disposal of wastes,

Considering that previous mandates of the Organization, as stated most recently by 
the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly in the resolutions referred to above, and the 
ongoing and planned programmes of WHO in the field of community water supply and 
sanitation, enable the Organization, making maximum possible use of its national 
collaborating institutions, to play a leading role in i^iplementing the relevant 
recommendations of the United Nations Water Conference, including the request to WHO to 
monitor the progress of Member States towards the attainment of safe water supply and 
sanitation for all by the year 1990, through technical cooperation with individual 
Member States and in cooperation with other concerned organizations, institutions and 
programmes of the United Nations system,
1. URGES Member States:

(a) to appraise in the remainder of 1977 the status of their community water 
supply and sanitation facilities and services;
(b) to formulate within the context of national development policies and plans by 
1980 programmes for improving and extending those facilities and services to all 
people by 1990 with particular attention to specific elements such as:
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ل) ) ti'،e elaboration of seotor development policies and plans through 
comprehensive studies of the national water supply sector ر 
(ii) the development of alternative approaches and materials so as to suit 
best the particular conditions of the country,

(iii) the identification and preparation of investment projects,
(iv) the improvement of the operation and maintenance of facilities, including 
the surveillance of drinking water quality,
(v) the assessment of water resources,
(vi) the prevention of pollution of water resources and spread of disease 
resulting from water resources exploitation,

(vii) the improvement of manpower and management capabilities,
(c) to implement the programmes formulated in the preparatory period 1977-1980 
during the decade 1980-1990 recommended by the United Nations Water Conference to be 
designated as the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade;
(d) to ensure that people consume water of good quality by periodic inspections of 
water sources and treatment and distribution facilities, by improving public 
education programmes in the hygiene of water and wastes, and by strengthening the 
role of health agencies in this respect;

2. REQUESTS the Director-Ceneral:
(a) to collaborate with Member States in the above-mentioned activities, including 
the provision of specialized staff upon the request of Member States, with 
immediate efforts to be made for a rapid assessment of ongoing programmes and the 
extent to which they could usefully be expanded to meet the objectives recommended 
by the United Nations Water Conference;
(b) to revise as appropriate the review being undertaken in accordance with 
resolution WHA29.47, operative paragraph 4) ق), with a view to meeting the terms of 
the recommendation of the United Nations Water Conference concerning country plans 
for water supply and sanitation, and as a major contribution to the preparations for 
the proposed International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade;
(c) to ensure WHO's fullest participation in implementing the Plan of Action 
formulated by the United Nations Water Conference and in the actions to be 
undertaken during the proposed International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation 
Decade, in close collaboration with the concerned organizations of the United 
Nations system, other intergovernmental bodies, and nongovernmental organizations;
(d) to reinforce if necessary WHO's longstanding ability, making maximum possible 
use of its national collaborating institutions, to play a leading role in the field 
of community water supply and sanitation in cooperation with the other concerned 
organizations of the United Nations system;
(e) to strengthen collaboration with multilateral and bilateral agencies and 
other donors regarding the provision of resources to Member States in the development 
of their water supply and sanitation programmes;
(f) to study the future organizational, staffing, and budgetary implications for 
the Organization, and the role it should assume in the light of the recommendations 
of the United Nations Water Conference; and
(g) to report on developments occurring in the light of the present resolution to 
a future Health Assembly.

He noted that operative paragraph 2(g) requested the Director-General to report on 
developments relating to the resolution to a future Health Assembly. According to 
resolution EB59.R8, which was being applied on an experimental basis at the present Health 
• World Health Assembly resolutions should clearly specify whether the Director-
General was being asked to make a separate report or whether the report was to be included 
with his annual report.

Dr de VILLIERS (Canada), introducing the draft resolution on behalf of the sponsors, 
said that he would not go into details about the United Nations Water Conference, which had 
been discussed at length at the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly. In reply to the

' a separate report by the Director-General was desirable since the programmes and
activities in question were short-term ones.
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م ء  GEKONYO (Kenya) proposed that و ظ  order to introduce the important concept of the 
conservation of water, subparagraph l(b)(v) shouid be amended to read: "the assessment and 
conservation of water resources".

Dr de VILLIERS (Canada) accepted that amendment and hoped that the other sponsors would 
also agree.

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the problems of 
community wa^er supply and sanitation concerned many • organizations, and not only
WHO. He was therefore concerned that the fourth preambular paragraph of ،١١̂  draft resolution 
referred to the leading role" to be played by WHO in implementing the * of the
United Nations Water Conference. In his view the word "leading" should be replaced by 
"relevant" or "appropriate" or some similar word.

Dr de VILLIERS (Canada) replied that at the ~ ' ' Health Assembly he had carefully
defined WHO's leading role as being in collaboration with other United Nations agencies. He 
had ق ل ق ° made it clear that that role would be decided not within the Organization but at the 
mar،y Interorganizational meetings soon to be held. In any case, the draft resolution 
referred not to "the" but to "a" leading role of the Organization, and he failed to see why 
the wording of that paragraph was a problem.

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) was fully satisfied with the 
Canadian delegate's reply. However, because of the absence of both definite and indefinite 
articles in the Russian language, he still felt that the Russian text implied that WHO was to 
have the one and only leading role.

The CHAIRMAN said that the Secretariat would look into the Russian translation.

Dr SZCZERBAN (Poland)  whose delegation was a sponsor of the draft resolution, accepted ر
the amendments proposed by the delegates of Kenya and the Soviet Union.

Dr BROYELLE (France) supported the draft resolution in general but considered that it was 
perhaps too optimistic about the implementation of certain measures. For example, in opera- 
tive paragraph 1(a) Member States were urged to appraise in the remainder of 1977 the status 
of their community water supply and sanitation facilities and services. That implied a 
qualitative as well as a quantitative appraisal. Would all countries be capable of carrying 
out such an appraisal by the end of 1977? Her country probably would not. Another problem 
was operative paragraph 1(b), which at least in the French version implied that as of 1990 all 
such facilities and services would be extended to the whole population. That hardly seemed 
feasible.

Mr GOUBA (Upper Volta) shared the French delegate's view that an exhaustive appraisal 
between May and December 1977 could not realistically be expected.

Dr NDOYE (Senegal) agreed with the two preceding speakers concerning paragraph 1(a). 
Moreover, he felt that the draft resolution could be more precise, for example, by mentioning 
control facilities and services as well as those applying to community water supply and sanita- 
tion in paragraph 1(a). The text should give more specific guidance as to what should be done 
in the field. Clearly it was a long-term matter; adequate water quality could not be achieved 
in 1977.

Dr de VILLIERS (Canada) said that what the sponsors of the draft resolution had in mind 
was the urgency of the necessary measures. On behalf of the sponsors, he therefore proposed 
amending paragraph 1(a) as follows: "to appraise as a matter of urgency the status of their 
community water supply . . .". He would also be happy to consider an amendment to the same 
paragraph to meet the point of the delegate of Senegal regarding control facilities and 
services.

Dr BROYELLE (France) endorsed the proposed * of operative paragraph 1(a) but
suggested inserting the word "progressively" in paragraph 1(b) so as to avoid implying that 
all facilities and services would be extended to the whole population by 1990.
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The SECRETARY recapitulated the amendments proposed thus far, which were as follows. 

Operative paragraph 1(a) would read: "to appraise as a matter of urgency the status of their 
community water supply and sanitation facilities and their control and services". ~ 
paragraph 1(b) would read "to formulate . . .  programmes for improving and extending those 
facilities and services progressively to all people by 19و م ". Operative paragraph 1(b)(v) 
would read "the assessment and conservation of water resources". Lastly, operative para- 
graph 2(g) would request the Director-Ceneral "to report on developments occurring in the light 
of the present resolution to a future Health Assembly under a separate agenda item".

Dr C^CERES (Paraguay) warmly supported the draft resolution, particularly in view of the 
active role assigned to WHO. Providing water for rural communities in developing countries 
was a very important goal.

Miss LEXERS (Luxembourg) suggested that, if the word progressively were added in opera- 
tive paragraph 1(b), the date "by 1990" might be omitted, as the idea of progressive 
implementation rendered it unnecessary.

Dr de VILLIERS (Canada) thought that the sense of the paragraph would be lost if the 
specific date were omitted, and pointed out that the same target had been set by the United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements. He confirmed that the sponsors of the draft 

accepted the addition to operative paragraph 1(b)(v) of the words "and their 
conservation". Pointing out that operative paragraph 1 began with the word "URGES", he said 
that it would be more in keeping with the spirit of urgency to keep the specific date "1990" 
in operative paragraph 1(b), but suggested that, after the words "by 1990", the words "progranmes 
with the objectives" might be substituted for "programmes for".

It was so agreed.

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was approved.

The meeting rose at 6 p.m.


