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COORDINATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 
HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO RE^GEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN CYPRUS

Report by the Director-General

Submitted in response to resolution WHA29.44, this report 
describes health assistance by UNHCR and WHO to the North and South 
Sectors of Cyprus during the period from April 1976 to April 1977-

It gives information on funds made available by UNHCR under the 
programme of United Nations Humanitarian Assistance in Cyprus and by 
WHO from its regular budget. The utilization of the funds was 
decided upon in close consultation with the health authorities con- 
cerned in the North and South Sectors. The report also contains 
info^nation on visits by international health consultants to the 
Island and on their work there.

UNHCR and WHO intend to continue and intensify their joint efforts 
to assist the health authorities in the North and the South in meeting 
their increased health needs in their present situation.

The Health Assembly may wish to adopt a resolution on the subject. 
A draft is annexed.

١- Introduction

1.1 The l^enty-ninth Health Assembly in resolution WHA29.44 re؟uested the
"to continue and intensify health assistance to refugees and displaced persons in Cyprus in 
addition to any assistance made available within the framework of the efforts of the 
Coordinator of United Nations Humanitarian Assistance to Cyprus and to report to ،١١̂
Thirtieth World Health Assembly on such assistance".

1.2 The Director-General's report to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly (document A29/39) 
provided information on assistance given over the period from January 1975 to March 1976 to 
the North and South Sectors of Cyprus. The present report deals with the joint UNHCr/wHO 
action during the period from April 1976 to April 1977 to meet the health and medical needs of 
refugees and displaced persons in the Island. It also provides ' ~ on the funds made 
available by UNHCR and WHO for that purpose.

2. Assistance provided and sources of funds

2.1 In April 1976 WHO made available from its regular budget the sum of us$ 50 000 for the 
procurement of urgently required medical supplies for the North and South Sectors.

2.2 In August 1976 UNHCR made available the sum of us$ 433 000 for the continued procurement 
by WHO of medicaments and medical supplies to strengthen the public health and medical care 
services in the South Sector.
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2.3 In August 1976 UNHCR made available the sum of US$ 350 000 for health assistance to the 
North Sector. This sum was utilized as follows:

2 .3 .1 WHO utilized us$ 90 000 for the procurement of medicaments and medical supplies;

2 .3 .2 UNHCR, with technical advice from WHO, utilized us$ 10 000 for the recruitment of 
an expert in hospital administration to assist the health authorities with the opening of 
the early stages of the general hospital newly established in Nicosia (north). The 
expert visited the North Sector for four weeks in November/December 1976 and made his 
technical recommendations to the health authorities; it was agreed by all concerned that 
UNHCr/wH0 will send the same expert on a second assignment of two-week's duration in late 
1977. The purpose of that second visit will be to follow up with the health authorities 
the technical recommendations for the running of the hospital services and their inter- 
relationship with the newly introduced Social Insurance Law;

2 .3 .3 On the advice of the expert in hospital administration, and as jointly agreed 
by UNHCR and WHO, the health authorities in the North Sector utilized the balance of 
us$ 250 000 for the procurement ه ء  equipment and supplies required by the newly estab- 
lished general hospital.

2.4 In March 1977 UNHCR and WHO proposed to assign, for two weeks, a short-term consultant 
in malariology to study and investigate the malaria situation and to make the necessary 
recommendations for measures to prevent its réintroduction. Agreement was reached with the 
health authorities in the North and South Sectors that the best time for the consultant's 
visit will be during the first half of June 1977, when conditions for malaria transmission will 
be favourable. In this connexion it is worth noting that indigenous malaria cases have not 
been reported from Cyprus since 1950; every effort should be made to prevent the reintroduc- 
tion of the disease.

2.5 In March 1977 the WHO regional adviser in hospital administration visited Cyprus for 10 
days and advised on matters related to hospital administration.

2.6 In April 1977 UNHCR made available the sum of us$ 261 000 to WHO for the procurement of 
*' required for the medical care service in the South Sector, based on lists

submitted by the health authorities.

2.7 In April 1977 UNHCR made available the sum of us$ 160 000 to WHO for the procurement of
" required for the medical care service in the North Sector, based on lists submitted

by the health authorities.

2.8 Joint UNHCr/w HO efforts will be continued to assist the health authorities in both the 
North and South Sectors in meeting their increased health needs in their present situation.
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ANNEX

DRAFT RESOLUTION

COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSIEM 

HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN CYPRUS

The Thirtieth World Health Assembly,

Mindful of the principle that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment 
of peace and security;

Recalling its resolution WHA29.44;

1. NOTES with satisfaction the information provided by the Director-General on health 
assistance to refugees and displaced persons in Cyprus;

2. EXPRESSES its appreciation for the efforts of the Coordinator of the United Nations 
Humanitarian Assistance in Cyprus to obtain the funds necessary for the Organization's action 
to meet the health needs of the populations concerned;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue and intensify health assistance to refugees and 
displaced persons in close collaboration with the Coordinator of the United Nations " 
Assistance in Cyprus; and to report to the Thirty-first World Health Assembly on such 
assistance.
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