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In resolution EB53.R40, the Executive Board decided to review this matter further at its 
fifty-fifth session. 

It is recalled, in summary, that by his will, Mr Hugh Whitaker, a resident of San Domenico 
di Fiesole, near Florence, Italy, left to WHO in 1971 a legacy consisting of his property in 
that city. This property comprised a villa and contents, and surrounding grounds. The 
Executive Board authorized the Director-General to dispose of the property and contents by о 
sale (EB50.R21). The contents of the villa were consequently sold in December 1972 and the 
villa itself in 1973. 

As was explained to the Executive Board at its fifty-first session, the succession judge 
had required that a contribution to the debts against the succession be made from WHO'S legacy, 
the remaining assets being insufficient to cover the totality of the debts. 

The Director-General has now been informed that the main debts have been settled and all 
other principal formalities dealt with, so that the Executive Board should be in a position to 
consider to what purpose the sums accruing to WHO should be put• 

At the present time, $ 163 459 are available for distribution, after retention of a small 
sum to cover occasional expenses which may still arise under the winding-up of the succession. 
It is anticipated that further sums will be received upon the payment of the final instalments 
due on the sale of the villa and the liquidation of other assets of the succession. The will 
provided that the proceeds of the succession should be used for the purpose of healing suffering 
humanity ("per curare l*umanità sofferente"). 

The Director-General believes that this intent could best be met by devoting this sum, 
as well as any future amounts received by WHO under the winding-up, to the establishment of a 
Special Account for emergencies due to natural disasters, in the Voluntary Fund for Health 
Promotion, to be available for use by the Director-General at his discretion. 

In making this proposal to use these funds for emergency relief operations, the Director-
General believes that there is a demonstrable need for a facility that could be used in 
certain types of emergency without any delay. 

The time factor may be vital, particularly in an outbreak of disease which usually 
accompanies natural disasters• It should be possible to depute an adviser to provide guidance 
at the location of the disaster on actions to prevent loss of life as well as on equipment and 
supplies, including medicines immediately necessary for preventive measures during the 
emergency phase• 
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The Director-General should also be in a position to respond without delay to requests 
from Members for assistance at times of natural disasters. Such assistance would be in the 
form of the provision of urgently needed medicaments and medical supplies or in the form of 
expert advice in epidemiology and communicable disease control, as well as environmental 
health. 

This essential point was envisaged by the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly when it 
adopted resolution WHA27.48.^ In operative paragraphs 4(c) and (d) the Director-General has 
been requested : 

"(c) to take such steps as will enable WHO to meet more readily the urgent needs of 
countries stricken by disasters or natural catastrophies; and 

(d) to report to the fifty-fifth session of the Executive Board and the Twenty-eighth 
World Health Assembly on the progress achieved in this area." 

If the Director-General is proposing the creation of a new fund for this purpose, it is 
because the particular needs, as outlined above, for immediate assistance in certain types of 
emergency cannot be fully catered for by the use either of the Executive Board Special Fund or 
of the Working Capital Fund. These Funds, which are alimented from budgetary resources, are 
subjected to certain restrictions in their use. 

The Working Capital Fund may only be used for the provision of emergency supplies on a 
reimbursable basis and then only in somewhat limited amounts, thus constituting a great handi-
cap since disaster-prone countries are often those of the "least developed countries amongst 
developing countries" with limited economic resources even under normal conditions. 

While the Executive Board Special Fund is not subject to this difficulty in that it may 
be used for the provision of technical personnel and urgently needed supplies and equipment 
even if there is no indication that the amount spent will be reimbursed by the recipient, the 
prerequisite for its use is the obtaining by the Director-General of the approval of the 
majority of the members of the Board, or in an exceptionally urgent situation the agreement of 
the Chairman. Even these arrangements will of necessity involve some delay which can be 
significant in cases where an immediate response from the Organization is called for. 

Finally, insofar as the possibility of calling upon outside financial resources through 
the United Nations system machinery is envisaged, the mandates given to the United Nations 
Disaster Relief Coordinator restrict his making appeals for international community contri-
butions until he has received a formal request from the government of the country stricken by 
the disaster. To await the availability of funds made available to WHO through this mechanism 
will result in almost ©very case in a substantial delay in health action which is not acceptable 
in cases of emergency. 

Consequently, the Director-General should have at his disposal such funds as would enable 
him to meet government requests as soon as received pending the availability of further funding 
from other sources. 

If the Executive Board considers that it should accede to this proposal, it might wish to 
consider the adoption of the following resolution: 
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The Executive Board, 

Recognizing that natural disasters unavoidably call for emergency health action； 

4 
Considering Article 57 of the Constitution and resolution WHA13.24 establishing the 

Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion; 
5 

Having noted the report of the Director-General regarding the gift to WHO of a property 
in Italy, 

1. DECIDES to establish a Special Account for Natural Disaster Emergencies as a sub-account 
in the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion, to be credited with : 

(a) the present and future sums accruing from the legacy made to the World Health 
Organization by the late Hugh S. Whitaker； 

(b) voluntary contributions received in accordance with the provisions of resolution 
WHA13.24;4 

2# AUTHORIZES the Director-General to draw upon the Special Account for Natural Disaster 
Emergencies at his discretion for health assistance to countries stricken by natural disasters, 
and to report thereon to the Executive Board； 

3. EXPRESSES its deep appreciation for the generosity of the late Hugh S. Whitaker to the 
World Health Organization； and 

4. APPEALS to Member States to make voluntary contributions to the Special Account for 
Natural Disaster Emergencies in order to enable the World Health Organization to meet promptly 
the urgent health needs arising from natural disasters. 
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