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During the course of its eighteenth and nineteenth meetings held on 19 May 1976, 
Committee A decided to recommend to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly the adoption of the 
attached resolutions relating to the following subjects: 

Expanded programme on immunization 

Development and coordination of biomedical research 

"Système international d'unités" - Use of SI Units in Medicine 



EXPANDED PROGRAMME ON IMMUNIZATION 

The Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the Director-General's progress report on the expanded programme on 
immunization,^ 

1. NOTES with satisfaction the efforts made to develop the programme in pursuance of 
resolution WHA27.57 and the first progress accomplished; 

2. EMPHASIZES again the high priority to be given to the programme with a view to ensuring 
its rapid expansion and meeting the needs of the Member States and their national immunization 
programmes ; 

3. RECORDS its appreciation of the important role that UNICEF is playing, jointly with WHO, 
in supporting national immunization programmes; 

4. THANKS the Governments and the agencies that have already contributed to the programme 
and urges those that are in a position to do so to contribute funds, or their equivalent in 
equipment and supplies, to the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion (Special Account for the 
Expanded Programme on Immunization), or to make sufficiently long-term contributions on a 
bilateral basis; 

5. COMMENDS the Director-General's intention of merging the smallpox eradication programme 
and the expanded programme on immunization during the next two years with a view to using the 
many years' experience of smallpox control and at the same time taking into account the 
considerable differences, peculiarities and complexities of immunization against other 
infections ; 

6. • RECOMMENDS to the Director-General the carrying-out of special research to evaluate the 
effectiveness of immunization in countries with differing climatic and socioeconomic conditions, 
to develop qualitatively new, more effective and heat-stable vaccines against the six diseases 
included in the programme and also other diseases against which vaccines have not yet been 
developed and to study the validity of currently accepted contra-indications to vaccinations; 

7. INVITES the Director-General to work out a strategy for a detailed immunization programme 
on a sound scientific basis which would be in harmony with the aims of WHO's Sixth and 
subsequent General Programmes of Work and have the prospect of being implemented by Member 
States continuously over a long period, particular account being taken of the programmes on 
primary health care; and 

8. REQUESTS the Director-General to keep the World Health Assembly regularly informed of the 
progress made. 



DEVELOPMENT AND COORDINATION OF BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH 

The Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the Director-General's report^ on WHO's role in the development and 
coordination of biomedical and health services research; 

Noting with satisfaction the intensification of WHO's research-coordination activities 
in pursuance of Resolution WHA25.60 and subsequent Resolutions of the Assembly and the 
Executive Board; 

Noting with satisfaction also the increased activity of the ACMR, the establishment of 
regional advisory committees on medical research and the beginning of the development of 
coordinated research programmes on such subjects as health services, health manpower training, 
environmental health, cancer, tropical and parasitic diseases, including schistosomiasis and 
onchocerciasis, cardiovascular diseases, virus and other diseases; 

Considering that the principal objectives of WHO's research activities are to provide 
guidance for effective coordination of national research efforts, to strengthen national 
research capabilities, particularly in developing countries, and to promote the application of 
existing and new scientific knowledge and research methodology on problems related to the 
stated priorities and programmes of the Organization; 

Considering that the importance of information, methodological and ethical problems will 
grow with the further development of biomedical and health services research; 

Considering the results already achieved by the institutes and centres already established 
in the African and other regions for the control of the major endemic diseases, in the field 
both of epidemiological surveillance and of applied and basic research; 

1. CONFIRMS the need for the drawing-up of a comprehensive long-term programme for the 
development and coordination of biomedical and health services research, which should reflect 
WHO's attitude in regard to defining priorities in scientific and organizational research, the 
methodology, coordination of international research programmes, the improvement of research 
information systems, a review of the system of collaborating centres and the collation of 
scientific biomedical and organizational forecasts, and 

2. INVITES the Director-General to prepare a comprehensive report containing an analysis and 
evaluation of WHO's research-coordinating activities, including a report on the implementation 
of the relevant Executive Board and Assembly resolutions and proposals for further improvements 
in those activities and formulating WHO research policy including possible ethical and other 
recommendations, and to submit the report to the Executive Board at its Fifty-ninth Session and 
to the Thirtieth World Health Assembly; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to keep a reasonable balance between the strengthening of 
existing research institutions and the establishment of new centres, the latter measure to be 
envisaged only in exceptional cases where no host institution exists that is capable of carrying 
out the projected studies. 



"SYSTEME INTERNATIONAL D'UNITES" 
Use of SI Units in Medicine^ 

The Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the valuable contribution of international organizations to the 
unification of standards for measurement in all branches of science; 

Recognizing the importance of uniform standards and terminology for scientific 
communication and the international exchange of information; 

Welcoming the current move to greater uniformity of standards and units of measurement 
throughout the world; 

Mindful nevertheless of the difficulties that might arise through too precipitate intro-
duction into medical practice of certain units of the Système international d'Unités (S.I.), 
such as the substitution of the pascal for the millimetre of mercury in the measurement of 
blood pressure; 

REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to study this matter, and the possible effects of the proposed changes on the 
international exchange of health information, together with other international organi-
zations as may be appropriate, and 

(2) to report thereon to the Thirtieth World Health Assembly. 

^ Système international d'unités. See World Health Organization. A guide to inter-
national recommendations on names and symbols for quantities and on units of measurements, 
1975 (Progress in Standardization, No. 2), Annex 1, p. 293. 
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