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Supplementary agenda item 1 INDEXED 

USE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD SPECIAL FUND 

Report by the Director-General 

1 1. Resolution WHA7.24, which established the Executive Board Special Fund, in operative 
paragraph 3 "authorizes the Executive Board to use this fund to meet emergencies and 
unforeseen contingencies, any amounts used under this authorization to be replaced by making 
specific provisions therefor in the next year's annual budget, except when expenditures made 
under this authority are recoverable from some other source". 

1 2 
2. In accordance with resolution EB15.R59, the Executive Board authorized the Director-
General to use the Executive Board Special Fund to the amount of $ 100 000 to help finance the 
purchase of urgently needed supplies for the victims of the earthquake in Guatemala in 
February 1976. In consultation with the Regional Office for the Americas, it has been 
decided to purchase supplies and equipment, up to an amount of $ 100 000, which will be 
utilized towards the restoration of drinking-water supply systems in rural areas in Guatemala, 
as one of the most effective preventive measures against epidemics and intestinal disorders. 

3. The amount provided through the Fund will not be reimbursed, since the emergency needs 
arising from the earthquake in Guatemala will absorb all possible governmental and other 
financial resources. Therefore, in order to restore the Executive Board Special Fund to its 
original amount and thus ensure that funds are available for any emergencies or unforeseen 
contingencies which might occur during the remainder of 1976, the Director-General proposes 
that US$ 100 000 be transferred from casual income available at 31 December 1975 to the 
Executive Board Special Fund. 

4. Should the Health Assembly agree with the above proposal, it may wish to adopt the 
following resolution: 

"The Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolutions WHA7.24 and EB15.R59; 

Noting that the amount of $ 100 000, being the established level of the Executive 
Board Special Fund, has been expended for the purchase of supplies and equipment urgently 
required for the provision of safe water supply for the victims of the Guatemala 
earthquake, 

1. CONCURS with the Director-General's recommendation to bring the Executive Board 
Special Fund to its established level of US$ 100 000 by transferring this amount from 
casual income available at 31 December 1975; and 

2. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to transfer US$ 100 000 from casual income available 
at 31 December 1975 to the Executive Board Special Fund to reimburse the Fund for the 
expenditure incurred for the purchase of supplies and equipment to be used towards 
restoring a safe water supply for the victims of the Guatemala earthquake in 1976, 
thereby bringing the credit in the Fund to its established amount of US$ 100 000." 

^ Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1973, p. 401. 
The majority of members of the Executive Board expressed their consent by cable. 


