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Resolution WHA28.35 adopted by the Health Assembly at its last session consists of three 
distinct parts. Part В entrusts certain responsibilities to the Special Committee of Experts 
responsible for studying all aspects of the health conditions of the inhabitants of the 
occupied territories in the Middle East (a special report on this has been submitted by the 
Committee), while Parts A and С more specifically concern the Director-General.

In Part A the Health Assembly requests the Director-General "to allocate appropriate 
funds to be devoted to the improvement of the health conditions of the population in the 
occupied Arab territories; and . . .  to ensure that the above-mentioned funds be spent under 
the direct supervision of WHO and through the provision of its representatives in the occupied 
Arab territories". In Part С the Director-General is requested "to cooperate with the 
Palestine Liberation Organization concerning assistance to be rendered to the Palestinian 
population".

The purpose of the present report is to inform the Health Assembly of the measures taken 
by the Director-General to carry out the twofold mission entrusted to him by the Assembly.

1. Part A of the resolution

It will be noted that the Director-General's mandate is limited to problems relating to 
the improvement of the health conditions of the populations concerned and should not encroach 
upon the mandate given to the Special Committee of Experts, which in the words of the letter 
addressed to the Director-General on 18 May 1975 by the Chairman of that Committee "has alone 
been instructed by the Assembly to study the health conditions of the inhabitants of the 
occupied territories in the Middle East". Accordingly, it has been felt that at this stage 
one appropriate means of improving the health conditions of the populations concerned would 
be to strengthen the level of knowledge of the indigenous personnel responsible for providing 
care for those populations. Without restricting the extent of any assistance that WHO might 
be called upon to provide subsequently, therefore, it was planned to award a certain number of 
fellowships to members of those populations in the medical and allied professions.

The Director-General, in compliance with the provisions of the resolution, sent two 
representatives to the occupied territories from 19 to 26 March 1976 to discuss the procedures 
for the award of these fellowships with the individuals responsible. The Director-General's 
representatives had preliminary contacts in Jerusalem, then travelled to Ramallah on the west 
bank of the Jordan and later to Gaza to meet the local authorities of the populations

During these meetings, the Director-General's representatives stated that the Organization 
was at present in a position to award 10 to 15 fellowships valid for six to nine months and 
that for financial reasons the studies would normally have to be made either in the European 
Region or in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. Moreover, it was understood that the staff 
trained in this way would have to undertake to return to serve the local population for at 
least three years.
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The basic priorities put forward by the local leaders were varied, but particular stress 
was placed on training in physiotherapy, radiology and radiotherapy, and on the training of 
nurses, laboratory technicians, specialists in hospital administration and public health, 
anaesthetists and haematologists.

It was agreed that this offer by WHO should be disseminated as widely as possible by 
means of circulars to specialist groups and advertisements in the local press, and that the 
selection would be made by committees made up of various local members of the medical or 
allied professions.

These committees met in the course of April and the first nominations have reached head
quarters, which will be responsible for the final selection.

2. Part С of the resolution

In order to implement this part of the resolution, and at the formal request of the 
Health Assembly which took into account the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly of 
the United Nations, particularly Resolutions 3236 and 3237 (XXIX), the Director-General also 
made contact with the Palestine Liberation Organization.

As the first step, the Director-General had discussions with the representatives of the 
PLO in Geneva and with the representatives of Egypt, the Syrian Arab Republic, Lebanon and 
Jordan. During September 1975, the Director-General proposed to the PLO that a mission should 
be sent to the area to discuss with the Palestine Liberation Organization the questions raised 
by the implementation of resolution WHA28.35. After further contacts with the PLO represen
tative in Geneva on 20 November 1975, the Director-General sent two representatives to 
Damascus from 14 to 18 January 1976. During interviews between these representatives and a 
PLO delegation, the latter made known the most immediate needs of the Palestinian population, 
stressing that it was urgent first of all to set up a rehabilitation centre, to provide 
equipment and supplies for the hospitals treating the Palestinian populations, and to grant 
fellowships to Palestinians, especially in physiotherapy, radiology and radiotherapy, and 
hospital administration, and for the training of nurses and laboratory technicians.

Following these discussions, and taking into account the financial resources at his 
disposal, the Director-General informed the Palestine Liberation Organization that a certain 
number of measures would be taken at once. In view of the priority assigned by the PLO to 
the establishment of a rehabilitation centre, the Director-General made a proposal on 
11 February 1976 to send out an official specializing in this field in the course of April, 
who would precisely identify the technical problems raised by the construction of such a 
centre, the schedule according to which it should be built, its fitting out, and the exact 
needs it would be called upon to meet. WHO also proposed to contribute to the training of 
the staff of this future centre. Up to now, however, no reply to these proposals has been 
received.

On the other hand, a substantial amount of equipment and supplies intended to meet the 
most urgent needs of the Palestinian population was sent by the Director-General at the end of 
February 1976, partly by air and partly by surface, and the first consignments arrived during 
March. This equipment includes ophthalmological and otorhinolaryngological instruments, 
autoclaves, incubators, laboratory supplies, an operating table and an ambulance.

As regards the granting of fellowships in the fields mentioned above, information has 
already been received that within the occupied territories a number of files on candidates 
have been submitted to the Director-General, and it is hoped that all the fellowships planned 
at this stage will soon have been awarded.


