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(Meeting of 19 January 1976)

The Léon Bernard Foundation Committee met on 19 January 1976 in conformity with the 
Statutes of the Léon Bernard Foundation under the chairmanship of Professor J. Kostrzewski, 
to propose to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly a candidate for the award of the Léon 
Bernard Prize in 1976. The Committee noted the replies received to the Director-General's 
letter of 20 October 1975 requesting nominations, examined the documentation submitted in 
support of the proposed candidates and decided not to consider the nominations received after 
15 December 1975, the closing date given in the Director-General's letter.

The Committee decided to recommend to the World Health Assembly that the Léon Bernard 
Foundation Prize be awarded in 1976 to Professor V. Ramalingaswami, Director of the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi.

During his distinguished career extending over 28 years of service,
Professor Ramalingaswami has devoted himself to social medicine and public health as a 
physician, research scientist, teacher and humanist. He has been continuously engaged in 
the study of some of the major health and nutritional problems of his own country and of 
several countries in South-East Asia. In all his work his concern has been two-fold: the 
discovery of new knowledge directly relevant to the dominant health problems and the appli
cation of that knowledge to the solution of these problems within the country's socio
cultural context and the existing availability of resources.

Among his most outstanding accomplishments in the field of social medicine and community 
health are those related to the development of strategies for the protection of health and 
nutrition of vulnerable population groups in times of disasters and to the control of specific 
nutritional diseases within the context of socio-economic conditions prevailing in India and 
South-East Asia. His crusade for relating medical and health education to the provision of 
health care facilities to the largest numbers and to underprivileged population groups has 
helped to focus attention on the social and community orientation of medical and health 
education.

Professor Ramalingaswami is also engaged in the study of the effects on human development 
of adverse health and nutritional conditions during the intra-uterine and early post-natal 
period.

Professor Ramalingaswami has published nearly 150 works dealing with the health and 
nutritional problems of India and of countries in South-East Asia, and with the reorientation 
of medical education to meet the health needs of developing countries.
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