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1. PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: (Documents A28/1 and
A28/1 Add.1)

Applications for membership of the World Health Organization

After pointing out that the terms of reference of the General Committee were laid down 
in Rule 33 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, the CHAIRMAN announced that 
the Director-General had received several applications for membership of the Organization. 
Under Rule 112 of the Rules of Procedure, such applications could be included in the 
Assembly's agenda as subitems of item 1.12 (Admission of new Members and Associate Members).

An application for membership had been received from Tonga on 13 March 1975 and 
communicated to all Members on 25 March (document A28/32). The Chairman suggested to the 
Committee that it recommend the Assembly to include that application in its agenda as 
subitem 1.12.1.

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN said that on 10 April 1975, the Director-General had received an appli
cation for membership from the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and had brought it to the 
notice of all Members on 18 April (document A28/34). The Committee could recommend that 
the Assembly include that application in its agenda as subitem 1.12.2.

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN said that a request for the admission of Mozambique to membership of the 
Organization as from 25 June 1975 had been received on 9 April and communicated to all 
Members on 21 April (document A28/36). He suggested that the Committee recommend to the 
Assembly the inclusion of that request in its agenda as subitem 1.12.3.

Dr EHRLICH (United States of America), on a point, of order, asked whether the present 
Assembly was entitled to consider that request for admission in advance, or whether the 
matter should be referred to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL emphasized that he had personally taken responsibility for 
communicating the documents relating to the request for the admission of Mozambique to 
Member States, since he felt that country wished to enter into meaningful relations with 
WHO as soon as possible. Moreover, he had based his action on decisions previously taken 
by other organizations of the United Nations system in similar cases.

Dr EHRLICH (United States of America) thanked the Director-General for his explanation 
and expressed support for including the request for admission in the Assembly's agenda.

It was decided to recommend that the Assembly include the request for the admission 
of Mozambique in its agenda as subitem 1.12.3.

The CHAIRMAN drew the Committee's attention to documents A28/35 and A28/38 regarding 
the application for membership by the Republic of South Viet-Nam, which had been received 
by the Director-General on 8 April 1975 and communicated to all Members on 18 April 1975.
In the light of the communication from the Republic of South Viet-Nam delivered to the 
Director-General on 7 May (document A28/38), it should be considered that the application 
for admission no longer stood.

Addition of supplementary items to the agenda

The CHAIRMAN announced that a first supplementary item entitled "Transitional provisions 
concerning the increase in the membership of the Executive Board" had been proposed.
Since 92 Member States had already accepted the amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the 
Constitution raising the membership of the Executive Board from 24 to 30, and the number 
of ratifications required was at present 95, it appeared desirable to provide for the 
procedural arrangements, including transitional provisions, needed to implement those 
amendments when they came into force.
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Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said he was in favour of including 
the supplementary item in the agenda. He said that the Government of the Soviet Union 
had forwarded an official instrument of acceptance of the amendments to Articles 24 and 25 
of the Constitution to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

The CHAIRMAN thanked Dr Venediktov for his statement and expressed the hope that other 
delegations would announce that their own governments had accepted the amendments.

Dr KARAN SINGH (India), supported by the delegates of Bangladesh and Bolivia, said 
he was strongly in favour of enlarging the membership of the Executive Board. The 
Organization was becoming more and more universal and it was important to maintain a 
constant relation between the number of Member States and the number of members of the 
Executive Board.

Dr CAMARA (Guinea) supported the previous speakers. He pointed out that Africa was 
the least favoured region of the world with regard to health services. It was therefore 
necessary for that Region to have a larger representation on the Executive Board.

At the request of Dr YELLOWLEES (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), 
the CHAIRMAN pointed out that, if the item were included in the agenda, the Secretariat 
would be asked to submit a document on the provisions under consideration.

Replying to a question from the representative of Liberia, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
explained that the present rules governing elections to the Executive Board applied only 
to the election of eight countries; in the event of six other countries having to be 
elected, two of them would be required to serve for only one year and two others for only 
two years, so as to permit the regular renewal of the Board's membership.

It was decided to recommend to the Assembly that it include in its agenda the 
supplementary item entitled "Transitional provisions concerning the increase in the member
ship of the Executive Board".

The CHAIRMAN stated that a second supplementary item entitled "Use of Chinese as a 
working language of the World Health Assembly and the Executive Board" had been proposed 
by the Government of China (document A28/GC/1). He asked the Committee if it agreed to 
recommend that the Assembly include that item in its agenda.

Mr CHOWDHURY (Bangladesh) said he was in favour of including the item in the agenda.

It was so decided.

Dr HASSOUN (Iraq), speaking on behalf of the delegation of Iraq and the delegations 
of the Arab countries, proposed recommending to the Assembly that it include a third 
supplementary item in its agenda entitled "Use of Arabic as a working language of the World 
Health Assembly and the Executive Board".

Dr EL-JERBI (Libyan Arab Republic) and Mr CHOWDHURY (Bangladesh) warmly recommended 
the inclusion of the item in the agenda.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL requested the delegate of Iraq to communicate the precise text 
of the proposed supplementary item to the Secretariat.

Dr EHRLICH (United States of America) asked if the Secretariat would prepare a 
document indicating the financial and other repercussions of extending the use of the 
Chinese and Arabic languages.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL stated that a document on the consequences of extending the use 
of Chinese and Arabic would be submitted to the Health Assembly.

It was decided to recommend that the Assembly include in its agenda a supplementary 
item on the use of Arabic by the World Health Assembly and the Executive Board.
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Deletion of items from the agenda

The CHAIRMAN suggested deleting from the agenda items 3.5.1 "Advances made to meet 
unforeseen or extraordinary expenses as authorized by resolution WHA26.23, Part C, 
paragraph 2(1) (if any)" and 3.5.2 "Advances made for the provision of emergency supplies 
to Member States as authorized by resolution WHA26.23, Part C, paragraph 2(2) (if any)", 
as no advances of that kind had been made from the Working Capital Fund at the time of the 
opening of the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly.

It was so decided.

Item 3.3.3 of the agenda

The CHAIRMAN said that in the title of item 3.3.3 "Members in arrears in the payment 
of their contributions to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution (if any)", 
the words "if any" should be deleted, since that item would have to be considered by the 
Assembly.

It was so decided.

2. METHOD OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that in resolution EB55.R46 the Executive Board had made 
recommendations for rationalizing the work of the Health Assembly. To enable some of 
the Board's recommendations to be applied during the present session it would be desirable 
for the Committee to agree that the item "Method of work of the Health Assembly" be 
examined by the Assembly at the next morning's plenary session immediately after the 
President's address.

Dr EHRLICH (United States of America) proposed that the study of paragraph III.3 of 
the draft resolution proposed by the Executive Board and the revised text of Rules 77, 99 
and 100 be taken separately from the other parts of that resolution: it was likely that 
differences of opinion would arise during the discussion of that part of the draft resolu
tion by the Assembly. It would therefore be better to submit it first to Committee B.

Moreover, owing to the recent notifications of acceptance of the amendments to 
Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution, it was to be expected that the amendments increasing 
the membership of the Executive Board from 24 to 30 would shortly enter into force.

Dr Ehrlich stated that the Government of the United States had notified the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations of its acceptance of the amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of 
the Constitution.

Dr KARAN SINGH (India) considered that the Assembly ought not to delay discussing its 
method of work but should tackle the basic questions at once.

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), while sharing Dr Ehrlich's views, 
feared that the question of the Assembly's method of work might give rise to lengthy dis
cussion in plenary. Perhaps it would be better first of all to study those items in the 
draft resolution that needed to be settled immediately and put off the study of the other 
items until later, when the situation had become clearer.

The CHAIRMAN welcomed the decision by the Government of the United States of America 
to accept the amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution.

He suggested that the Committee recommend the Assembly to apply certain recommendations 
contained in the Executive Board's resolution immediately, on an experimental basis.



The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that the Assembly's method of work could be studied 
by Committee B, but that the Assembly could immediately apply the recommendation providing 
for one of the main Committees to meet while the general discussion ph the reports,, of, the c¡ít-,v 
Executive Board and the Report of the Director-General on the work of WHO was taking plaç§;.TQO 
in plenary meetings.

It was decided to recommend that the Assembly refer the study of its method qf worjçj.,.,̂ , 
to'Committee В for detailed examination but apply two of the recommendations in the ВоарЗ;'^ и 
resolution immediately on an experimental basis, i.e., that one of the main committees^ -,)Г 
meet while the general discussion on the reports of the Executive ëoard and the Report 
of the Director-General on the work of WHO was taking place in plenary meetings and that, 
Committee A examine the proposed programme budget in detail before recommending thé .amçvirvf¡ r 
of the effective working budget." , ~ -r ._j*. '*1:*~ ' T ? 0 , Qf £
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3. ALLOCATION OF AGENDA ITEMS TO THE MAIN COMMITTEES

The CHAIRMAN asked the Committee to consider the allocation of agenda items to the 
main committees, as given in the provisional agenda drawn up by the Executive Board. He 
suggested that item 1.14 "Amendment to the contract of the Director-General" be examined 
by Committee В immediately after item 3.9 "Salaries and allowances: ungraded categories 
of post".

It was so decided.

Except for the referral of items 1.8 and 1.14 to Committee B, the General Committee 
recommended allocating the agenda items to the main committees as shown in the provisional 
agenda, on the understanding that items could subsequently be transferred from one committee 
to another depending on the progress of the work of each of the committees.

It also recommended that, under item 2.2 of the agenda (Review of the programme 
budget for the financial years 1976 and 1977), subitem 2.2.3 (Detailed review of the 
programme budget for the financial years 1976 and 1977) be discussed before subitems 2.2.1, 
2.2.2 and 2.2.4.

With regard to the three supplementary items, the Committee recommended that they 
should be considered by Committee B.

It was understood that item 1.12 and its three subdivisions would be dealt with by 
the plenary Assembly as soon as possible.

4. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The Committee fixed the programme of meetings for Wednesday, 14 May and Thursday,
15 May.

It was understood that at the plenary meeting on Wednesday morning, immediately after 
the President's address, the Assembly would consider the adoption of its agenda, taking 
into account the recommendations of the General Committee concerning its method of work.

Following an exchange of views it was decided that the Assembly would not hold a 
night meeting on Wednesday, 14 May. It was understood that the President would invite 
speakers wishing to take part in the general discussion on items 1.10 and 1.11 of the 
agenda to take advantage of the possibility of submitting a statement in writing for 
publication in extenso in the summary records of the plenary meetings.



After some discussion and a statement by the DIRECTOR-GENERAL, it was decided that 
the President, at the beginning of the plenary meeting on Thursday afternoon, would invite 
Members to make suggestions for the election of Members entitled to designate a person to 
serve on the Executive Board.

It was decided, subject to confirmation by the General Committee and the Health 
Assembly, that the technical discussions under the chairmanship of Professor Canaperia on 
"Social and health aspects of sexually transmitted diseases: need for a better approach" 
would be held throughout the day on Friday, 16 May and on the morning of Saturday, 17 May.

Finally, it was decided that the plenary meetings and the meetings of the main committees 
would be held, as at previous Assemblies, from 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon or 12.30 p.m. and from 
2.30 to 5.30 p.m. The General Committee would meet either at 12 noon or at 5.30 p.m.
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The meeting rose at 5.20 p.m.


