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1. Introduction

1.1 The Director-General, in accordance with the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly's 
resolution WHA27.36,! submitted a report to the Executive Board at its fifty-fifth session 
concerning assistance to liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU) in southern Africa. That report appears as annex 14 of the Official Record of 
the World Health Organization, No. 223. The following document complements the aforementioned 
report and covers developments since the fifty-fifth session of the Board.

1.2 The World Health Assembly may wish to note the two resolutions adopted by the Executive 
Board at its fifty-fifth session related to assistance to national liberation movements 
recognized by the Organization of African Unity or by the League of Arab States (resolutions 
EB55.R51 and EB55.R57^). In this respect it will be seen that Part II of EB55.R51 concerns 
the question arising from resolution WHA27.37^ and makes a recommendation to the Twenty-eighth 
World Health Assembly regarding attendance by a representative of each of the national libera
tion movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity or the League of Arab States
at future meetings of the Organization to which they are invited.

2. Developments since the fifty-fifth session of the Executive Board

2.1 The costs of medicaments and medical supplies provided to Angolan liberation movements, 
as they appear in paragraph 2.3 of annex 14 mentioned above, were originally underestimated.
On the basis of recalculations, total costs are now known to be US$ 43 000, of which
US$ 23 200 was provided to National Liberation Front of Angola (FNLA) and US$ 19 800 to 
People's Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA).

2.2 On the basis of the Preparatory Assistance project financed by UNDP for health assis
tance to African Liberation Movements, executed by WHO which subcontracted the post of 
Medical Officer/Project Manager to OAU, a large-scale project was elaborated in early 1975 
to strengthen the health infrastructure and to undertake training as well as supporting 
health centres for the benefit of the populations of Mozambique. The project is designed to 
last 18 months, starting in early 1975, at an estimated cost of US$ 300 000 to cover experts 
fellowships and some equipment. This project, together with others which may materialize, 
will be financed under a special Trust Fund for assistance to liberation movements established 
by the UNDP Governing Council in January 1975. The actual status of the project will be 
reviewed when Mozambique accedes to independence in June 1975.

2.3 WHO took part in an interágency meeting in New York (17 January 1975) organized by UNDP 
at which a senior UNDP official reported on his recent mission to Africa where he was able to 
meet with leaders of the liberation movements and with responsible people in the Governments
of the four countries providing asylum (the People's Republic of the Congo, the United Republic 
of Tanzania, Zaire and Zambia), as well as with officials of the OAU.
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2.4 WHO has participated in three interagency joint missions. The first of these was to 
Mozambique from 7 to 21 February 1975 whose purpose was to identify the types of overall 
assistance urgently needed by the population and to recommend to the transitional government 
projects which could quickly be put into operation by the United Nations system. The WHO 
member of the mission team, a senior medical officer from the WHO Regional Office for Africa, 
submitted a comprehensive report which includes recommendations regarding health needs and 
takes into account the large-scale project mentioned in paragraph 2.2 above. The report is 
under study with a view to the preparation for any additional project requests to UNDP.
The second and third missions were in both cases composed of the same team members, with the 
WHO Representative in Conakry ensuring the health component, and they visited Cape Verde and 
Guinea-Bissau in mid-February. During the meetings with various authorities in the pro
visional government of Cape Verde, a number of requests were made, two of which were of some 
urgency: vaccines and the financing of a fellowship/study programme. Those requests, plus 
a more general one concerning the development of health services, sanitation planning, and the 
establishment of laboratory services, were discussed with the local UNDP Resident Representative 
and subsequently transmitted to the Regional Director, WHO Regional Office for Africa, for 
review. Following that review some changes were made in the Regional Office for Africa 
Programme Budget for 1976/77 regarding both Cape Verde and Guinea-Bissau, and the requests 
were approved by the Regional Director in late February 1975.

2.5 Following a UNICEF/UNDP mission to Sao Tome and Principe, the Regional Office for Africa 
received an official request for health assistance from the transitional government. This 
request is being studied and the Regional Director has arranged for a mission to visit the 
countries in question in late March or early April 1975.

2.6 Due to the serious situation in Angola arising from the influx of refugees and displaced 
persons, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees at the request of the transitional 
government sent a mission from 25 February to 2 March 1975, in co-operation with the United 
Nations and UNDP, to assess the situation and to prepare for further action. On the basis
of the mission report, it was decided that UNHCR, with other United Nations organizations, 
would assume responsibility within the United Nations system for the refugee question and that 
a small interagency team, which includes WHO, would visit Luanda. At the invitation of the 
UNHCR, the Director-General in consultation with the Regional Director decided that the 
Organization would be represented by the WHO Representative in Kinshasa. Although delays 
have occurred in fielding the interagency team to Luanda, it is expected that it will take 
place in the near future. In this connexion, UNDP has agreed to cover the costs of the WHO,
FAO and ILO team members should those agencies be unable to meet the costs themselves.

2.7 In March 1975, a meeting took place in Rome between the representatives of the OAU and 
the organizations of the United Nations system in accordance with ECOSOC resolution 1892 (LVII). 
The OAU was gratified to note that the organizations of the United Nations system were moving 
towards concrete and positive action in the implementation of the various United Nations General 
Assembly and ECOSOC decisions on decolonization within their respective fields of competence. 
Following a review of recent developments in southern Africa and decisions of the OAU in this 
respect, in which it was noted that the Liberation Committee of the OAU had elaborated a new 
strategy regarding decolonization known as the Dar-es-Salaam Declaration and endorsed by the 
OAU Council of Ministers in February 1975, several representatives of specialized agencies, 
including WHO, informed the representatives of the OAU of the steps being taken to provide 
assistance to the liberation movements concerned. As the transitional governments of the 
territories continue the process of attaining independence, it was noted that a great deal of 
flexibility would have to be maintained by the specialized agencies in providing assistance to 
the affected populations.

2.8 Also, at the aforementioned meeting it was announced that a UNDP Resident Representative 
in Angola is expected to be appointed in May. On the question of funds in general, agreement 
has been reached to make provisions to cover relevant expenditures in the Portuguese administered 
territories for the rest of 1975 and 1976. The Trust Fund has so far been used for assistance 
through UNICEF (approximately $ 500 000) and through the specialized agencies (approximately
$ 500 000). Current pledges justified expectations that another $ 500 000 would be contributed 
to the Trust Fund. In addition, indicative planning figures have been elaborated by UNDP for 
the quinquennium 1977-1981.


