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At its twenty-fourth session, held in Brazzaville in September 1974, the Regional 
Committee for Africa adopted resolution AFR/RC24/R8 on the participation of colonial powers 
in Regional Committee meetings (Annex A to this document).

In its fourth operative paragraph, the Regional Committee requested the Regional Director 
to forward this resolution to the Director-General with the request that he transmit it to 
the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly for it to take such action that will put an immediate 
end to the participation of any colonial power in the meetings of the Regional Committee for 
Africa.

The Director-General is accordingly transmitting this resolution to the World Health 
Assembly, together with the summary records of the discussion on this subject in the Regional 
Committee (Annex В to this document) at its third and fifth meetings.

The Director-General draws the attention of the World Health Assembly to Article 47 of 
the Constitution, dealing with the representation of Members, Associate Members and territories 
in Regional Committees, as well as to resolution WHA2.103, the text of which is to be found in 
Basic Documents, twenty-fourth edition, at pages 20, 21 and 22.
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Twenty-fourth session , AFR/RC24/R8
9 September 1974

PARTICIPATION OF COLONIAL POWERS IN 
REGIONAL COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Regional Committee,

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 3118 (XXVIII) requesting specialized 
agencies to take necessary steps to ensure the representation of the national liberation 
movements in meetings of specialized agencies;

Recalling further World Health Assembly resolution WHA27.37 calling on the Director- 
General to take the necessary steps to invite representatives of the national liberation 
movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity to attend the meetings of WHO in 
an observer capacity;

Noting that under World Health Assembly resolution WHA2.103 colonial powers purporting to 
represent the interests of countries and certain territories in the African Region may partici
pate as Members of the Regional Committees;

Mindful that the resulting situation of a country or territory being represented at the 
Regional Committee by both a liberation movement and a colonial power is highly anomalous at 
this juncture of African history,

1. REITERATES its unreserved support for resolution WHA27.37;

2. COMMENDS the Director-General and the Regional Director for their speed in implementing 
resolution WHA27.37;

3. DISAPPROVES of the participation of any colonial power as a Member of the Regional 
Committee for Africa; and

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director to forward this resolution to the Director-General with 
the request that he transmit it to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly for it to take such 
action that will put an immediate end to the participation of any colonial power in the meetings 
of the Regional Committee for Africa.

Fifth meeting, 9 September 1974
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MINUTES OF THE THIRD MEETING

2. DECISIONS OF REGIONAL INTEREST TAKEN BY THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: 
Item 7 of the Agenda

Resolutions of regional interest adopted by the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly and the 
Executive Board at its fifty-third and fifty-fourth sessions: Item 7.1 of the Agenda 
(document AFR/RC24/4)

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR invited the Committee to make comments and recommendations on a 
number of resolutions adopted by the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly and by the Executive 
Board at its fifty-third and fifty-fourth sessions.

Mr NYANG'ANYI (United Republic of Tanzania) noted with satisfaction the efforts made by 
the Regional Director in trying to get liberation movements to attend the Regional Committee. 
Press Release AFR/RCM/74.004 gave the erroneous impression that delegations from 11 African 
liberation movements were attending the present session, but all were agreed that their 
presence would have been a historical event in the struggle of the African peoples for their 
dignity and rightful place in their motherland. He urged the Secretariat and the Regional 
Office to look into the possibilities of facilitating the presence of delegations from the 
liberation movements at the next Regional Committee in Cameroon.

At that point in their struggle, the liberation movements needed aid more than ever before, 
but that aid should be handled with greater caution. He deplored the lack of coordination 
between international agencies helping the liberation movements. Certain United Nations 
agencies were ready to procure drugs and equipment for them and WHO had to give technical 
clearance with regard to the appropriateness of the drugs and equipment. Sometimes the 
liberation movements were not satisfied because vital items were cancelled or mishandled.

Finally, he drew attention to the incompatibility of inviting the delegate of France as 
the representative of the Comoro Islands as well as a delegate from the liberation movement of 
that territory.

Dr MAHLER, Director-General, confirmed that, in accordance with the provision of the 
Constitution of WHO and the relevant Rules of Procedure, France was invited to attend Regional 
Committee meetings. Barring any changes to the existing provisions, the Secretariat had to 
adhere to that procedure. Furthermore, according to the resolutions taken, and because the 
liberation movement of the Comoro Islands was recognized by the Organization of African Unity, 
an invitation was to be sent to it. Whatever interpretation was laid on the situation, the 
Secretariat had to act according to the provisions of the Constitution and pertinent Rules of 
Procedure, Hence, invitations would be extended to both the Government of France and the 
liberation movement,

Mr NYANG'ANYI (United Republic of Tanzania) said that he appreciated the difficulties 
arising out of that situation. He asked whether a decision taken at the Regional Committee 
superseded one taken at WHO Headquarters on such matters. It was not clear to him whether 
the Regional Committee made recommendations to the World Health Assembly or the Executive Board 
on any issue presenting difficulties.

Dr MAHLER, Director-General, quoted the relevant passage of Basic Documents, page 21, 
reading as follows:

"2. Those States Members not having their seat of government within the region, which
(a) either by reason of their Constitution consider certain territories in the region as
part of their national territory, or (b) are responsible for the conduct of the
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international relations of territories or groups of territories within the region, shall 
participate as Members of the regional committee, in which case they shall have all the 
rights, privileges and obligations of Member States in the region, but with only one vote 
for all the territories or groups of territories in the region, as defined in (a) and (b) 
above ;"

Invitations were not issued by Headquarters but by the regional organization, and the latter 
had obviously been guided by the relevant resolutions of the World Health Assembly and by the 
constitutional provisions. It was, of course, possible for the Regional Committee to pass a 
resolution that would be passed in turn to the World Health Assembly. In the light of that 
resolution, the Assembly might adjust its attitude towards the problem under consideration.

Mr NYANG'ANYI (United Republic of Tanzania) formally notified the Secretariat of his 
delegation's intention to submit such a resolution to the Committee.

Draft resolution AFR/RC24/WP/8: Participation of colonial powers as Members of the Regional 
Committee for Africa

Dr KEITA (Mali), French-language Rapporteur, read out the draft resolution.

Dr ONYANGO (Kenya) proposed that the words "adopted by the Twenty-seventh World Health 
Assembly", in the first operative paragraph, be deleted.

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR explained that the words "adopted by the Twenty-seventh World 
Health Assembly" had been added simply for the benefit of readers who did not understand what 
was meant by "WHA27". However, if the Committee preferred, that clause would be deleted.

Dr PAPA GAYE (Senegal) commented that the explanation was already given in the second 
paragraph of the preamble, and there was no need to repeat it.

The CHAIRMAN said he felt the Committee would prefer to delete the words "adopted by the 
Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly" at the end of the first operative paragraph.

It. was so decided.

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted.


