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HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

Report by the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board 

The Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board established by resolution EB52#R21 composed 
of Dr Esther Ammundsen, Dr A. Sauter and Professor J. Tigyi held four meetings on 29 May 1973, 
5 November 1973, 3 December 1973 and 14 January 1974. 

The Ad Hoc Committee decided to appoint Dr Sauter as Chairman and convener. 

On 13 July 1973 the Chairman wrote to the Governments of Senegal, Switzerland and Romania 
asking them whether they would be prepared to accept the mandate referred to in part В of 
resolution WHA26.56 and to designate an expert to serve on the Special Committee to study the 
health conditions of the inhabitants of the occupied territories in the Middle East. On 
27 July 1973 the Government of Switzerland informed the Director-General by letter that while 
Switzerland would in principle be prepared to make available an expert to serve on the 
Special Committee, such a mission, in order to achieve its goal should, in the opinion of the 
Swiss Government, have the agreement of all the parties concerned. Such agreement would con-
sequently be a condition of the acceptance by Switzerland of the mandate proposed. 

On 11 and 27 August 1973 respectively the Governments of Romania and Senegal informed the 
Director-General by letter that they were prepared to accept the proposed mandate, the 
Government of Senegal designating on the same occasion Dr Ibrahima Wone as the expert to serve 
on the Special Committee. 

Following consultations between its members, the Ad Hoc Committee met in Geneva on 
Monday 5 November 1973 to consider the situation. As a result of its deliberations, the 
Committee concluded that the terms of its mandate as expressed by the Executive Board in 
resolution EB52.R21 would not enable it to ask the countries concerned whether or not they 
would be prepared to accept the mission of the Special Committee with a given composition of 
its members. The Committee therefore decided to request the Director-General to write to 
the Government of Switzerland asking the Government to review its position. The Director-
General wrote to the Government of Switzerland on 8 November 1973 communicating the views of 
the Ad Hoc Committee and requesting the Government to review its position. The Government 
replied to the Director-General on 24 November 1973 reiterating the conditions under which 
it would be prepared to accept the proposed mandate and regretting that it could not give 
effect to the wish expressed by the Ad Hoc Committee. 

At its meeting held in Geneva on 3 December 1973, the Ad Hoc Committee further reviewed 
the situation and decided to communicate with those remaining countries indicated as 
alternates in the discussions in the Executive Board at its fifty-second session and which 
maintained diplomatic relations with the countries concerned, namely Belgium and Iran. The 
question of the designation of experts was to be held over until a favourable reply had been 
received. 
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On 6 December 1973 the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee wrote to the Government of 
Belgium. That Government informed the Director-General on 20 December 1973 by letter that 
it was not in a position to make an expert available. The Chairman consequently wrote to 
the Government of Iran on 28 December 1973 asking that Government whether it would be prepared 
to accept the proposed mandate. The Government of Iran transmitted a negative reply to the 
Director-General by cable on 10 January 1974. 

The Ad Hoc Committee consequently transmits this report to the Executive Board at its 
fifty-third session. In the light of the above, the Executive Board may wish to provide 
guidance to the Ad Hoc Committee as to further steps to be taken. 
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Report by the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board 

The Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board established by resolution EB52.R21 composed 

of Dr Esther Ammundsen, Dr A . Sauter and Professor J
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 Tigyi held four meetings on 29 May 1973, 

5 November 1973, 3 December 1973 and 14 January 1974. 

The Ad Hoc Committee decided to appoint Dr Sauter as Chairman and convener. 

On 13 July 1973 the Chairman wrote to the Governments of Senegal, Switzerland and Romania 

asking them whether they would be prepared to accept the mandate referred to in part В of 

resolution WHA26.56 and to designate an expert to serve on the Special Committee to study the 
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sequently be a condition of the acceptance by Switzerland of the mandate proposed. 

On 11 and 27 August 1973 respectively the Governments of Romania and Senegal informed the 

Director-General by letter that they were prepared to accept the proposed mandate, the 

Government of Senegal designating on the same occasion Dr Ibrahima Wone as the expert to serve 

on the Special Committee. 

Following consultations between its members, the Ad Hoc Committee met in Geneva on 

Monday 5 November 1973 to consider the situation. As a result of its deliberations, the 

Committee concluded that the terms of its mandate as expressed by the Executive Board in 

resolution EB52.R21 would not enable it to ask the countries concerned whether or not they 

would be prepared to accept the mission of the Special Committee with a given composition of 

its members. The Committee therefore decided to request the Director-General to write to 

the Government of Switzerland asking the Government to review its position. The Director-
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the Ad Hoc Committee and requesting the Government to review its position. The Government 
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At its meeting held in Geneva on 3 December 1973, the Ad Hoc Committee further reviewed 
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On 6 December 1973 the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee wrote to the Government of 
Belgium. That Government informed the Director-General on 20 December 1973 by letter that 
it was not in a position to make an expert available. The Chairman consequently wrote to 
the Government of Iran on 28 December 1973 asking that Government whether it would be prepared 
to accept the proposed mandate. The Government of Iran transmitted a negative reply to the 
Director-General by cable on 10 January 1974. 

The Ad Hoc Committee consequently transmits this report to the Executive Board at its 
fifty-third session. In the light of the above, the Executive Board may wish to provide 
guidance to the Ad Hoc Committee as to further steps to be taken. 


