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STUDY GROUP REPORTS 

The Director-General has the honour to communicate to the Executive Board in conformity 
with resolution EB17.R13,1 operative paragraph 4, the reports of the following study groups : 

(a) Prevention of Blindness 

The Study Group met from 6 to 10 November 1972. 
2 

The report of the Group briefly reviewed the activities already undertaken by WHO with 
regard to leading causes of preventable blindness and visual impairment, trachoma, xerophthalmia 
and onchocerciasis. In addition, the Group directed its attention to other causes of blindness 
and to activities which could be undertaken against them, such as screening for glaucoma, 
epidemiological investigations of cataract, preventing and treating amblyopia through children's 
eye clinics, supporting research into diabetic retinopathy, vascular and degenerative eye 
conditions, internal inflammations of the eye, affections of the optic nerve and prevention 
of eye injuries. 

In view of the need to obtain comparable data on blindness, the Group defined 
categories of visual impairment and recommended a definition of blindness based on 
categories. The Group also compiled a list of causes of visual impairment and of 
sites of optical lesions as a practical aid to standardization of results. 

Ophthalmological services and screening examinations are described in some detail in the 
report since they represent powerful public health tools for determining the eye health 
status of population groups and individuals and attention is paid to manpower and training 
requirements. 

The Study Group's main recommendations for further international action in addition to 
those discussed in the body of the report are the coordination of activities and the establish-
ment of a large-scale programme for cataract surgery. Among activities to be carried out at 
the national level, the Group recommended the establishment of registers of the blind and 
visually impaired, the development of ophthalmological health services and the promotion of 
public education in eye health. 

(b) Training and Preparation of Teachers for Schools of Medicine and Allied Health Sciences 

The Study Group met from 2 to 6 October 1972 to advise the Director-General in respect of 
principles of teacher training, as well as of practical action that would enable the 
Organization to give efficacious assistance to countries in developing their manpower for 
teaching the various types of health personnel. 
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The report of the Study Group1 reviewed the need for, and setting and scope of, teacher 
training, the functions for which such training should prepare teachers, the training 
programmes for various categories of teachers, the training, research and service activities 
of teacher training centres, and finally the WHO comprehensive, coordinated long-term teacher 
training programme. 

The report presents one approach to meet the need for teachers in all the health 
professions, as well as methods that could be used to develop the present and future 
teachers f ability as instructors. 

The ultimate purpose of the WHO programme in health professions teacher training, as 
proposed by a group of consultants in 1969, was to improve the delivery of health services. 
The mechanism was that of improving health professions education by pursuing three more 
immediate goals : (i) preparing a large number of teachers with greater competence in 
educational science； (ii) influencing the receptivity of institutions and policy makers for 
sustained efforts in teacher training； and (iii) at the national level, aiming such 
training at all health professionals and their auxiliaries. These goals are considered to 
be still essential. 

However, the Group firstly suggested introducing in this programme as further goals : 
(i) systematic evaluation of progress and problems of developing teacher training centres； 
(ii) defining new areas for research and development in educational progress； and 
(iii) fostering cooperative efforts between health professions schools, other educational 
groups and governmental agencies, through joint research development and training activities. 
Secondly, it advocated greater flexibility and diversity in implementing the programme, as 
well as greater support to national and local teacher training centres. Thirdly, it 
recommended such new WHO activities in promoting teacher training for health personnel as: 
(i) information dissemination and exchange about teacher training； and (ii) centralized 
research and formative evaluation of teacher training activities. Finally, it endorsed 
continuation of the programme at least until the end of the Second United Nations Development 
Decade (1980). 

It is thus intended to continue and expand the Organization1s coordinated programme for 
teacher training in the health sciences. 

(c) Classification of Diseases 

The Study Group on the Classification of Diseases met for the first time in 1969 to 
plan the Ninth Revision of the International Classification of Diseases and for a second 
time in 1971 to review progress made up to that date. Its third meeting was held on 
29 January to 2 February 1973 and document WHO/ICD9/73#3 contains the report of that meeting. 

The Group recognized the growing need, for the purposes of planning and evaluating 
health services, for a classification whose primary axis was the clinical manifestation of 
a disease, rather than the underlying cause as in previous revisions, though the latter would 
continue to be of primary importance for many other purposes, e.g. mortality statistics. 
It therefore recommended that, where appropriate, alternative provisions should be included 
in the Classification to meet these two needs and that clear instructions should be drafted 
as to the occasions and methods for using one or the other# 

1 Wld Hlth Org, techn. Rep. Ser,, 1973, No. 521. 
2 Annexed (for members of the Executive Board only). 



EB52/5 
page 3 

The Study Group reviewed revision proposals for all chapters of the Classification and 
made recommendations on matters of principle that would allow the Organization to prepare 
in detail the first draft of the Ninth Revision. The Group recommended that this draft be 
circulated to Member States for comment and be amended in the light of these comments before 
submission to the Expert Committee on Health Statistics in mid-1974. 

The Group also considered the complementary classifications of environmental factors, 
of impairments and of preventive, diagnostic and therapeutic procedures in medicine, to be 
used in conjunction with the International Classification of Diseases. Finally, the Study 
Group made recommendations concerning assistance to countries preparing national-language 
versions of the Classification and on training in the use of the Ninth Revision. 


