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1. By resolution WHA19.7 the Nineteenth World Health Assembly established in 1966 a 
revolving fund for teaching and laboratory equipment to finance, on a reimbursable basis, 
without service charge, requests from governments to purchase teaching and laboratory 
equipment for medical and paramedical education and training. The Health Assembly authorized 
the Director-General to accept in reimbursement for such purchases the national currency of 
the Member concerned, within prescribed limits. 

2. After a review of the operations of the fund since its inception by the Executive Board 2 
at its forty-seventh session in January 1971, the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly in 
resolution WHA24.16^ considered that the policies and conditions governing the operation of 
the Fund were satisfactory, decided that it should be maintained at a level of $ 400 000 and 
requested the Director-General, whenever in his opinion circumstances warranted, to submit 
to the Executive Board proposals for possible revision of the level, the financial arrangements 
and the conditions governing the use of the Fund. 
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3. In the Executive Board Organizational Study on Medical Literature Services to Members 
it was stated in section 3.2.1： " . . . WHO is already supplying medical literature to 
Members on a small scale. However, over 40% of Member States replying to the questionnaire 
reported difficulties in obtaining medical literature, particularly periodicals. In view of 
the vital role played by biomedical periodicals in research, in higher medical education and in 
postgraduate training, it is desirable for WHO to extend its services so as to improve the 
availability of such periodicals in countries that are for various material reasons unable to 
obtain them in sufficient quantity. 

• . • The fund, which has given very satisfactory results, is not at present utilized 
for the purchase of medical periodicals or textbooks, but the Board is of the opinion that 
the policy governing the fund should be reviewed so as to enable it to be used for the purchase 
of medical literature on request for Member States.M 

4. The Director-General is generally in agreement with the above views expressed by the 
Board. However, the purchase of medical literature, especially of periodicals, presents 
certain administrative problems, which could have staffing implications. For this reason, 
the Director-General believes that if the World Health Assembly were to decide to extend the 
use of the fund to cover the purchase of medical literature it would be advisable to establish 
the following conditions for such use in addition to those established by resolution WHA19.7: 
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(a) Requests for medical literature should be submitted separately from requests 
for equipment or supplies and should be limited to one per institution per calendar 
year. 

(b) In view of the administrative expenses involved, a request should not be for 
less than $ 100. 

(c) In the case of subscriptions to periodicals, the necessary funds must be deposited 
at least six months before the start of the subscription period. 

(d) Although, whenever possible, arrangements will be made for literature, particularly 
books, to be sent by registered book post, the Organization will not accept responsibility 
for material lost in transit. Missing issues of periodicals will have to be claimed 
directly by the consignee from the publishers. 

5. Should the Executive Board agree with the recommendations of the Director-General, it 
may wish to consider the adoption of a resolution along the following lines : 

The Executive Board, 

Recognizing that the acquisition of medical literature through the Revolving 
Fund for Teaching and Laboratory Equipment for Medical Education and Training would be 
of great assistance to those Members who have difficulty in obtaining convertible 
currencies ; and 

Having considered the report by the Director-General on the extension of the use 
of the fund for such purposes, 

RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 
resolution : 

"The Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly 

Recognizing that shortage of medical literature is a serious obstacle 
to the improvement of medical education, to postgraduate training and to the 
development of medical research, especially in developing countries； and 

Having considered the report of the Director-General and the recommendation 
of the Executive Board thereon, 

DECIDES that the revolving fund established by the Nineteenth World Health 
Assembly (resolution WHA19.7) may be used by Members also for the purchase of 
medical literature, subject to the conditions for such use set forth in the 
report of the Director-General.и 


