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REPORT OF THE LEON BERNARD FOUNDATION COMMITTEE

(Meeting of 22 January 1975)

The Léon Bernard Foundation Committee met on 22 January 1975 in conformity with the 
Statutes of the Léon Bernard Foundation under the chairmanship of Dr A. A. Garcia, to propose 
to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly a candidate for the award of the Léon Bernard Prize 
in 1975. The Committee noted the replies received to the Director-General's letter of 
26 September 1974 requesting nominations, examined the documentation received in support of 
the proposed candidates and decided not to consider the nominations which arrived after 
16 December 1974, the closing date given in the Director-General’s letter.

The Committee decided unanimously to recommend to the World Health Assembly that the 
Léon Bernard Foundation Prize be awarded in 1975 to Professor Boris V. Petrovskij, Minister of 
Health of the USSR.

In the course of a distinguished career, Professor Petrovskij has devoted himself to the 
medical sciences, particularly to surgery, as well as to public health administration and the 
development of social medicine in his country.

Professor Petrovskij has been Minister of Health of the USSR since 1965. He is an eminent 
specialist in chest and many other branches of surgery.

Professor Petrovskij has made a significant contribution to the promotion of medical 
education and the development of the system of medical care in the USSR.

He has been very active in promoting international collaboration in medical research and 
public health and has taken part in several World Health Assemblies.

Professor Petrovskij is a member of learned societies of many countries and of the USSR.
His scientific works comprise over 200 publications which have been of great service to a 
large number of health workers in the Soviet Union and abroad.


