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1. PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY (Documents A27/l,
A27/l Add.1 and A27/gc/i)

The CHAIRMAN informed the General Committee that on 2 April 1974 the Director-General 
had received an application made on behalf of Namibia by the United Nations Commissioner 
for Namibia for admission to associate membership, which he had brought to the notice of 
the Member States on 18 April 1974 (Document A27/gc/i). In accordance with Rule 113 of 
the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly that application could be placed on the 
Agenda of the Assembly under Item 1.11 (Admission of new Members and Associate Members) 
as sub-division 1.11.2 (Application made on behalf of Namibia by the United Nations 
Council for Namibia for admission to associate membership.

It was so agreed.

The CHAIRMAN drew the attention of the Committee to the supplementary item entitled 
"Agreement for cooperation between the African Development Bank and the World Health 
Organization" (Document A27/l Add.l) which it was proposed to place on the agenda of the 
Assembly. In accordance with Article 70 of the Constitution, the Health Assembly must 
approve by a two-thirds vote any formal agreement entered into with an intergovernmental 
organization. Since the agreement for cooperation had been approved by the Board of 
Directors of the Bank, it would now have to be submitted to the Health Assembly. The 
Chairman therefore suggested that the General Committee recommend the addition of that item 
to the agenda of the Assembly.

It was so agreed.

The CHAIRMAN suggested the deletion from the agenda of Item 3.5 (Working Capital Fund) 
and its two sub-divisions, 3.5.1: Advances made to meet unforeseen or extraordinary 
expenses as authorized by resolution WHA26.23, Part C, paragraph 2(1) (if any), and 3.5.2: 
Advances made for the provision of emergency supplies to Member States as authorized by 
resolution WHA26.23, Part C, paragraph 2(2) (if any), since no advances of that kind had 
been made from the Working Capital Fund up to the date of the opening of the Twenty-seventh 
World Health Assembly.

It was so agreed.

As concerns item 3.3.3 (Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to 
an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution (if any)), the CHAIRMAN pointed 
out that the words "if any" should be deleted, since that point would have to be considered 
by the Assembly. Furthermore, the reference to resolutions EB53.R20 and EB53.R21 should 
be deleted, in view of the fact that the Members referred to in those resolutions, namely 
Uruguay and Venezuela, were no longer in arrears in the payment of their contributions to 
an extent which might invoke Article 7 of the Constitution.

It was so agreed.

2. ALLOCATION OF AGENDA ITEMS TO THE MAIN COMMITTEES

The CHAIRMAN submitted to the General Committee the allocation of agenda items to 
the main committees, as given in the provisional agenda drawn up by the Executive Board.
He suggested that Item 1.13 (Contract of the Director-General) be considered in the first 
instance by Committee B, immediately after Item 3.9 (Salaries and allowances, ungraded 
posts).

It was so agreed.
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The General Committee recommended that the plenary Assembly be entrusted with the 
consideration of Item 1.11 (Admission of new Members and Associate Members), with its sub
divisions 1.11 (Application for membership by the Republic of Guinea-Bissau) and 1.11.2 
(Application made on behalf of Namibia by the United Nations Council for Namibia for 
admission to associate membership) provided that the Assembly agreed to place the latter 
item on its agenda.

While bearing in mind the change in regard to the consideration of Item 1.13, the 
General Committee recommended that the agenda items be allocated to the main committees as 
indicated in the Provisional Agenda.

As for the supplementary item 1 (Agreement for cooperation between the African 
Development Bank and the World Health Organization) it recommended that that item be 
allocated to Committee B.

3. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The Committee fixed the timetable for the meetings of Wednesday, 8 May and Thursday,
9 May, it being agreed that the plenary meetings would be devoted chiefly to the general 
discussion of agenda items 1.9 and 1.10.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL drew the attention of the General Committee to the value of 
making progress, during the first week, in the general discussion on Items 1.9 and 1.10 
of the agenda. He wondered whether the Committee should not consider the possibility of 
holding night meetings to that end.

After having heard statements by various speakers, the General Committee, taking into 
account the comments of the Director-General, felt that a decision concerning the need to 
hold night meetings could be reached at a coming meeting, in the light of the progress of 
the work.

It was decided that, at the beginning of the plenary meeting on Thursday morning, 
the President would request Members to submit suggestions for the election of Members 
entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board. Those suggestions would 
have to be submitted not later than 10.00 a.m. on Monday, 13 May.

After having heard Doctor WEERATUNGE, General Chairman of the Technical Discussions, 
the General Committee recommended that the technical discussions on "The role of the 
health services in preserving or restoring the full effectiveness of the human environment 
in the promotion of health" should take place all day on Thursday, 10 May and on the 
morning of Saturday, 11 May.

Finally, it was decided that the plenary meetings and the meetings of the main 
committees would be held, as in previous Health Assemblies, from 9.30 to 12 noon or 
12.30 p.m., and from 2.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. The General Committee would meet either 
at 12 noon or 5.30 p.m.

The meeting rose at 4.15 p.m.

* * *


