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1. COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM: Item 3.15 of the Agenda

Activities of WHO with regard to assistance to liberation movements in Southern Africa 

pursuant to the United Nations General Assembly resolution 2918 (XXVII) and Economic and 

Social Council resolution 1804 (LV): Item 3.15.2 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 215, 

resolution EB53.R58 and Annex 10; Documents A27/25, A27/37 Rev.l^ and A27/38 and 

A d d .1-3)(continued)

The CHAIRMAN drew the Committee's attention to the two draft resolutions before it 

(dôcuments A27/38 Rev.l and A27/38), which he proposed should be discussed in turn.

Dr CHUKE (Zambia) read out the following draft resolution (document A27/37 Rev.l), 

which had been proposed by 51 countries, including his own:

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 3118 (XXVIII) urging all 

specialized agencies to render, as a matter of urgency, all possible moral and 

material assistance to the colonial peoples in Africa struggling for their liberation 
from colonial rule and requesting that the specialized agencies work out and imple

ment, with the active cooperation of the Organization of African Unity and, through 

it, of the National Liberation Movements, concrete programmes of assistance to the 

peoples of Angola, Mozambique, Southern Rhodesia and Namibia including in particular 

the peoples in the liberated areas of those territories and their National Liberation 

Movements ;

Recalling further paragraph 8 of the same resolution recommending that all 

Governments should intensify their efforts in the specialized agencies to ensure the 
full and effective implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 

to Colonial Peoples and should accord priority to the question of providing assistance 

on an emergency basis to peoples in the colonial territories and to their National 

Liberation Movements and paragraph 9 which urges all Executive Heads of specialized 

agencies to formulate and submit to their respective Governing Bodies, as a matter of 

priority and in active cooperation with the OAU, concrete proposals for the full 

implementation of the relevant United Nations decisions;

Taking into account the provisions of operative paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of 

resolution EB53.R58 of the fifty-third session of the Executive Board and the report 

of the Director-General to the Executive Board contained in Annex 10 of Official 

Records No. 215,

1. REQUESTS the Director-General of WHO, in conformity with the United Nations 

General Assembly resolution 3118 (XXVIII) and in particular with operative paragraphs 

4, 8 and 9 thereof to take such action immediately, through the Organization of 

African Unity and the National Liberation Movements concerned, as will provide health 

assistance to peoples in the liberated areas in the colonial territories of Africa;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General of WHO, in close consultation with OAU, and 

through the National Liberation Movements, to widen the scope of the programmes of 

assistance outlined in Annex 10 of the report of the Executive Board;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General of WHO to present a report on the implementation 

of this resolution to the fifty-fifth session of the Executive Board and the Twenty- 

eighth Assembly of WHO.

Mr HEINRICI (Sweden) was gratified to note that when a working group of the United 

Nations Special Committee on Decolonization had visited the specialized agencies it had 

found that WHO was one of the more active agencies in providing humanitarian assistance
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to liberation movements and to the people in liberated areas. The Director-General's 

report (Official Records No. ?15, Annex 10) showed that the legislative bodies of WHO had 

cleared the way for the implementation of programmes. The activities of the Organization 

had until now been concerned with establishing contacts with the Organization for African 

Unity (OAU), the liberation movements, and the host countries. It was to be hoped that 

positive steps would soon be taken, such as the establishing of health centres and the 

provision of facilities for the training of health workers, which would have a profound 

influence on the health status of refugees and of people in the liberated areas.

Financial assistance from UNICEF, UNDP and WHO should not be charged to the assistance 

set aside for the host countries, which were in great need of assistance themselves and 

should not be expected to forego their own health progress in order to finance activities 

among the refugees. The Governments of Finland, the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden had 
indicated their readiness to contribute special funds to UNDP for the provision of 

humanitarian assistance to the liberation movements. It was natural that WHO should look 

to UNDP assistance in carrying out certain projects. UNDP was about to sign an agreement 

with OAU that would provide formal guidelines for UNDP activities, and similar guidelines 

would no doubt apply to the specialized agencies. The Administrator of UNDP envisaged 

more project missions to the host countries and to the representatives of the liberation 

movements.

In United Nations General Assembly resolution 3118 (XXVIII) the specialized agencies 

were urged to initiate and broaden contacts in cooperation with the peoples in colonial 

countries and to work out and implement concrete programmes of assistance to the peoples 

of Angola, Mozambique, Southern Rhodesia, and Namibia. Recent events showed the 

irresistible nature of the process of decolonization. The organs of the United Nations 

system must work on the assumption that the territories concerned would soon be 

independent. The assistance rendered to the liberation movements would be a starting 

point in the building up of a health infrastructure when the countries concerned became 

independent. The present project proposals constituted a good beginning to what he 

expected would be a continuous effort on WHO's part. His Government hoped to see those 

first steps extended to a long-term health programme, which would have to be based on 

direct and close links with the liberation movements themselves. The aim should be to 

cover the needs in the liberated areas. That did not, however, mean that specialized 

agencies should establish an organization in those areas; the aid would rather be 

administered by the liberation movements themselves through their offices in the host 

countries. The draft resolution presented by the Zambian delegate had the full support 

of the Swedish delegation.

Dr JAKOVLJEVIC (Yugoslavia) emphasized the importance of the agenda item, since the 

action taken thereon would indicate the manner in which decisions of the United Nations 

General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council were implemented in the specialized 

agencies. He commended the informative report prepared by the Director-General.

His delegation, in co-sponsoring the revised draft resolution, had been guided by 

its concept of the future activities which WHO should undertake in that connexion, as well 

as by the belief that WHO was under an obligation, by virtue of the request made to it by 

the United Nations, to grant health assistance to the national liberation movements. He 

stressed the present need for hospitals and for all types of medical equipment. Assistance 

could be more effectively utilized if the representatives of the liberation movements were 
invited to attend meetings of WHO in an appropriate capacity.

He expressed particular appreciation of the initiative taken by the Swedish Government 
in proposing the agenda item for discussion by the Health Assembly.

Dr LEBENTRAU (German Democratic Republic) recalled his Government's consistent 

support for the national liberation movements in Southern Africa. His delegation shared 

the view that the representatives of those movements were the only legitimate representa

tives of their territories, and supported the proposal that they should be invited to 

participate as observers in WHO meetings. His delegation wished to join the list of 

sponsors of the draft resolution under consideration, as well as of the draft resolution 

contained in document A27/38.
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Mr MWINYI (United Republic of Tanzania) recalled that his country was deeply 

involved in the struggle for the liberation of oppressed peoples by virtue of its member

ship of OAU and of the Third World. His delegation had therefore, in that spirit, 

sponsored the draft resolutions before the Committee relating to assistance to national 

liberation movements and to their representation at meetings of the Organization. He 

expressed particular appreciation to the delegations of Finland, the Netherlands, Norway 

and Sweden for the stand they had taken in favour of the victims of racist regimes.

He commended the steps taken hitherto by the Director-General. Nevertheless, the,re 

was still scope for improvement in methods of channelling aid so that it reached the 

people who needed it most and who were endeavouring to make a new life for themselves or 

merely to subsist. It would be desirable for WHO to widen the range of assistance 

provided and to utilize the offices of OAU instead of those of the host country of 

refugees from colonial rule as that would undoubtedly result in speedier and more 

effective use of the supplies. That that procedure had already been adopted by FAO and 

WHO itself had already cooperated with OAU in respect of the supply of cholera vaccine 

to Mozambique.

The only true way to help the peoples under Portuguese colonial rule would be 

through the achievement of their freedom; however, measures for extending assistance to 

them would uplift and inspire them. The friends of the new Portuguese Government should 

do their utmost to assist it in finding some sensible solution to the existing situation.

Mr YEH Cheng-pa (China) said that the heroic struggles that had long been waged to 

overthrow colonial rule were now culminating in striking victories against oppression. 

Events in Africa, Latin America and Asia were evidence of an irresistible surge towards 
freedom. The downfall of the Portuguese regime constituted a great victory for the 

African people. However, the peoples of Southern Africa were still forced to live 

under inhuman conditions. His own Government had consistently supported the peoples' 

struggles, which it viewed as its own, since it wholeheartedly condemned Portuguese 

colonial rule and apartheid.
All who upheld principles of justice should support the proposal to give moral and 

material assistance to the national liberation movements. WHO, as a specialized agency 

of the United Nations, was bound to implement the request of the General Assembly and 

Economic and Social Council and should take all possible measures to provide such 

assistance. Furthermore, representatives of the national liberation movements should be 

invited to attend meetings of WHO and serious consideration should be given to their 

demands. As one of the sponsors of the draft resolution, his delegation commended it to 

the Committee for approval.

Mr KAHILUOTO (Finland) warmly supported the draft resolution, which was in keeping 

with the principles relating to the dignity of man as affirmed in the United Nations 

Charter. Racialist practices were not only an affront to humanity, but their very 

existence was detrimental to world peace. Consequently, on the basis of its unreserved 

support for the right to self-determination, his Government was in favour of extending 

both moral support and material assistance to the national liberation movements, and had 

already contributed to funds for that purpose. The recent adoption of specific 
resolutions by the United Nations General Assembly and by the Economic and Social Council 

had cleared the way for WHO and other specialized agencies to go forward with the planning 

of concrete help.
His delegation fully concurred with the views expressed by the delegation of Sweden, 

whose initiative was to be commended. He expressed appreciation for the documentation 

provided by the Secretariat and for the readiness it had shown to prepare for the 

implementation of the United Nations resolution.

Mr de GEER (Netherlands) welcomed the initiative taken by Sweden in placing the 

matter on the agenda of the World Health Assembly and expressed support for the statement 

just made by the Swedish delegate, particularly as regards the role to be played by WHO.
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His Government had already expressed support for the granting of humanitarian 

assistance to the peoples of Southern Africa through their national liberation movements, 

and had indeed appropriated an amount of $ 4.5 million in its budget for 1974 for that 

purpose. It also favoured multilateral action by UNDP through the specialized agencies, 

particularly in the fields of health and education, and had put forward that view at 

sessions of the UNDP Governing Council. His Government appreciated the active interest 

shown by the Director-General in that sphere, which was appropriate to WHO's humanitarian 

aims. He therefore warmly supported the draft resolution before the Committee.

Dr EHRLICH (United States of America) said that he had read the original and revised 

versions of the draft resolution with interest. He had also carefully noted the 

Director-General's report and resolution EB53.R57 of the Executive Board on the subject, 

particularly operative paragraph 2, which expressed satisfaction with the method of 

providing assistance to liberation groups and found that it was consistent with resolu

tions passed by the United Nations General Assembly. His Government had always supported 
such humanitarian projects. However, the draft resolution (A27/37 Rev.l) seemed to 

represent a most significant departure for an intergovernmental international organization 

in the methods to be utilized in providing assistance. He wondered if the Director- 

General might explain how he would choose to implement the requests contained in its 

operative paragraphs.

Dr SON Kyong-ho (Democratic People's Republic of Korea) said that the discussion on 

assistance to liberation movements was a new step forward in realizing the aims of WHO's 

Constitution, which stated: "The enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health 

is one of the fundamental rights of every human being, without distinction of race, 

religion, political belief, economic or social condition". The discussion also marked 

progress in achieving universality and realizing the humanistic principles of WHO. There 

was an irresistible trend for all countries and nations of the world, whether large or 

small, to follow the road of independence. Hundreds of millions of people in Asia,
Africa, and Latin America had already taken the road of independent progress after throwing 

off the yoke of colonialism, and the struggles for national liberation were being further 

strengthened. Today the Southern African peoples under colonialist and racialist domi

nation were subjected to racial discrimination and contempt; many were dying of disease, 

in poverty and starvation, without receiving elementary medical treatment. The Korean 

people, which stood beside the oppressed peoples out of a sense of common aims and 

experience, had supported through every means the righteous cause of the peoples of 

Africa who were courageously fighting against colonialism and racialism and for national 

liberation and the restoration of national sovereignty. The Korean people had also 

long struggled against imperialist oppression and at present was making every effort to 

achieve the withdrawal of United States troops from South Korea and the independent and 

peaceful reunification of the country. His delegation was confident that imperialism 
and colonialism would finally be completely eradicated by the united efforts of the 

peoples and that all the African peoples would achieve liberation, independence, and 

prosperity.

The most effective way of rendering assistance to the liberation movements in 

Southern Africa was to take practical measures for the withdrawal of foreign troops and 

colonialists from occupied Southern African territories and to give them independence.

WHO should further arouse public opinion to put an end to colonialism and racialism of 

all kinds in Southern Africa and to bring genuine freedom and liberation to its peoples.

In keeping with justice and humanistic principles the Organization should take all possible 

measures to give more effective health assistance to the peoples in the territories libe

rated by the national liberation movements. His delegation fully supported the. parti

cipation of Southern African liberation movements in the meetings of WHO.

Dr PUSTAVOJ (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the question under dis

cussion had considerable significance for the Committee and the Organization, for it 

involved the health of those peoples still suffering from the consequences of colonialism 

and apartheid, who were struggling to attain their national independence. A clear picture
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of the health needs in the countries concerned had emerged from the statements of the 

OAU representative and others. It was evident that the existence of colonial and racia

list regimes in the present era was an anachronism. A comprehensive solution to the 
problem had been outlined in the United Nations Declaration on the Granting of Independence 

to Colonial Countries and Peoples. The health of the peoples could not wait; the 

Organization, as a specialized agency of the United Nations, was called upon by the 

General Assembly to promote the development of medical services and the training of per

sonnel in the liberated areas of Angola, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Namibia, and other 

countries. WHO had never stood aside from trying to solve these problems, and he drew 

attention to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly's resolution WHA14.58 on the Organiza

tion's tasks in connexion with the granting of independence to colonial countries and 

peoples. Further steps should now be taken to give medical assistance to the peoples 

struggling for their national independence. His country had always actively supported 

the national liberation movements and had afforded assistance to them on both a bilateral 

and a multilateral basis. It therefore supported the draft resolution in document 

А27/37 Rev.l and hoped that it would be implemented in the work of WHO.

Dr CHUKE (Zambia) said that his country stood for an open and multiracial society.

Any discrimination, especially with regard to colour, sex, religion, creed, or origin, 

was contrary to its ideology, in which man was the central figure. Zambia opposed 

apartheid and minority regimes, and therefore had denounced and continued to denounce 

racialist regimes in Southern Africa, It fully supported the draft resolution on 

assistance to liberation movements, which was pertinent to WHO's objective, as stated 

in Article 1 of the Constitution, of "the attainment by all peoples of the highest 
possible level of health". The preamble to the Constitution stated that the enjoyment of 

the highest attainable standard of health was one of the fundamental rights of every 

human being without distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic or social 

condition. WHO was therefore an organization concerned with the reduction of misery, 

pain, and disease among mankind, as well as with the promotion of international cooperation 

and unity in combating the same scourges. Therefore it was right and proper for it to 

adopt the draft resolution. Territories under colonial rule today would inevitably be 

free tomorrow. The truth of that statement was already becoming evident in Portugal 

with the recent downfall of the fascist Caetano regime. It was necessary and important 

that training facilities should be made available to the people in those territories to 

prepare them for their future role in combating disease.

The health needs of those peoples demanded much more immediate action. In a state 

of war, not for the sake of aggression, but rather to attain peace by replacing dictatorial 

regimes with majority rule, many of them were at present without medical care. The 

seriousness and urgency of the situation had been highlighted by the current outbreak of 

cholera. His country, which shared borders with Angola, Mozambique, and Rhodesia, had 

been invaded by numerous refugees not only fleeing from oppression and war, but seeking 

basic facilities, the most important being medical care. Zambia had not hesitated to 

make its limited resources available to the refugees and, in conjunction with the 

United Republic of Tanzania, had submitted requests for international assistance in the 

health field for populations helped by the liberation movements recognized by OAU. It 

was gratifying that WHO had responded positively and speedily to requests for vaccine 

during the current outbreaks of cholera within areas under control of liberation movements 

in Zimbabwe and Mozambique. The contribution of the Netherlands Government, which paid 

the air freight costs for the vaccine, was highly appreciated. On the basis of that 

experience, and because of the dire needs of the liberation movements and the people in 

the areas which they controlled, he urged the Committee to approve the draft resolution, 

which would make medical assistance available to liberated areas in Mozambique, Angola, 

and Zimbabwe. The assistance should be channelled through the liberation committee of 

OAU. He asked countries not only to support the resolution but also to follow the example 

of the Governments of Finland, Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden, and indicate their readi

ness to consider providing contributions to meet requests for humanitarian assistance to 

the liberated areas.

The meeting rose at 6 p.m.


