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TWENTY-SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY
INDEX

FOURTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE В

During its fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth meetings held on 15, 16 and 17 May 1974 
Committee В decided to recommend to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly the adoption of 
the attached resolutions relating to the following agenda items:

3.15 Coordination with the United Nations system

3.15.1 General matters
(Four resolutions have been adopted on this item)

3.15.2 Activities of the World Health Organization with regard to assistance
to liberation movements in Southern Africa pursuant to the United Nations 
General Assembly Resolution 2918 (XXVII) and ECOSOC Resolution 1804 (LV) 
(Two resolutions have been adopted on this item)

3.4 Scale of assessment

3.4.1 Assessment of new Members and Associate Members
(Two resolutions have been adopted on this item regarding the contri
bution of Guinea-Bissau and that of Namibia)

3.16 United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund

3.16.1 Annual Report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board for 1972

3.16.2 Appointment of representatives to the WHO Staff Pension Committee 

3.13 Health assistance to refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East
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COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

Development of information systems

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Recognizing the interdisciplinary nature of many of the programmes of the United Nations 
system and the need for comparable information on activities of the system in the sectors and 
subsectors of WHO's field of competence;

Recognizing the importance of developing a sound information support system for the 
improvement of the Organization's programme and project formulation, implementation and 
evaluation, as a prerequisite for and contribution to the strengthening of a coordinated 
interagency information system in the United Nations family;

Recalling the interest of the Economic and Social Council in the development of common 
concepts for the information systems supporting the management of programmes and projects in 
the United Nations system, as contained in the decision at its fifty-fifth session (e/5389);

Recognizing the efforts made by the Director-General to provide Member States with 
improved information for the decision-making process with respect to WHO's programme 
activities in 1975;

Anticipating the Director-General's continuing effort to improve the work programme 
including the presentation of headquarters and regional programmes in a consistent form and 
structure ;

Considering that the continued improvement of WHO's management system is an important 
step forward in strengthening the Organization's services to Member States,

REQUESTS the Director-General:

(1) to continue his intensive efforts to develop, for all levels of the Organization,
a fully coordinated information system for improving the formulation, implementation and 
evaluation of programmes and projects in WHO, and the provision of relevant information 
to Member States so as to facilitate decision-making in the World Health Assembly and 
the Executive Board;

(2) to support and to continue to promote the activities of ACC on the development of 
common concepts for information systems; and

(3) to report to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly on the steps taken to improve 
collaboration among United Nations organizations for the development of coordinated 
interagency information systems.
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COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

Programme support costs

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on coordination with the United 
Nations, the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency, with respect 
to administrative, budgetary and financial matters, and resolution EB53.R47;

Having considered the question of programme support costs, or overhead costs, of WHO 
programme activities financed from extrabudgetary sources;

Recalling the opinions expressed on this subject at previous sessions of the Executive 
Board and in the World Health Assembly, as reflected in resolutions EB23.R79, WHA12.31 and 
WHA24.52,

1. BELIEVES that the full cost of the technical and administrative services and support 
necessary for the efficient and effective implementation by WHO of programmes financed from 
extrabudgetary funds should, in principle, be financed from such funds;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to cooperate in the Administrative Committee on Coordination 
in the development of a system for the allocation of programme support or overhead costs of 
programmes financed from extrabudgetary funds, which could be uniformly applied to all extra
budgetary-funded activities; and

3. EXPRESSES its willingness to consider any future long-term proposals which the Economic 
and Social Council may make to the organizations in the United Nations system on the question 
of the allocation between regular budget funds and extrabudgetary funds of programme support 
or overhead costs of activities financed from extrabudgetary funds.

»
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COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

The least developed among the developing countries

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the least developed among the 
developing countries;

Recalling resolution 2768 (XXVI) of the United Nations General Assembly approving the 
list of 25 least developed among the developing countries for which special measures are 
required to enable them to solve their specific socioeconomic problems;

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 3174 (XXVIII);

Considering, further, that the financing of special health measures should be primarily 
from extrabudgetary funds,

1, ENDORSES the views expressed in the report of the Director-General and the proposals for 
future action in favour of the least developed among the developing countries; and

2. APPROVES the transformation of the Special Account for Accelerated Assistance to Newly 
Independent and Emerging States of the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion into a "Special 
Account for Assistance to the Least Developed among Developing Countries", to receive 
voluntary contributions for providing special assistance to the least developed among the 
developing countries.
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COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM: GENERAL MATTERS

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on coordination with other 
organizations of the United Nations system on general matters;1

Having also reviewed the action taken by the Executive Board at its fifty-third session 
following its examination of the Director-General's Report on this subject and having been 
informed of recent developments;

Stressing the role and responsibilities which WHO together with the other specialized 
agencies has in country programming exercises undertaken by governments under the aegis of 
the UNDP;

Aware of the difficulties encountered in ensuring a proper level of delivery of WHO- 
assisted health programmes funded by UNDP,

1. THANKS the Director-General for the information provided;

2. ENDORSES the decision taken by the Executive Board in its resolution EB53.R48;

3. WELCOMES the steps taken to ensure close cooperation with UNDP at country level and the 
efforts underway to arrive at jointly acceptable simplified procedures for the planning and 
approval of activities for which WHO is to be the executing agency;

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue his efforts to improve implementation of such 
activities ;

5. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director-General to study the ways by which the Board and the 
Assembly can be more usefully informed about UNDP-supported activities and those financed 
from other extrabudgetary sources;

6. URGES Member States to give more consideration to the health sector within the economic 
and social programmes being financed by UNDP;

7. DRAWS ATTENTION of Member States to the practical support which their administrations 
must provide in order to ensure proper planning and timely delivery of activities supported 
by the Organization;

8. NOTES with satisfaction the action taken by the Director-General in relation to the 
Sahelian drought and to emergency situations having arisen in other areas and the excellent 
cooperation established with the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator;

9. EXPRESSES its gratitude to UNICEF and to the World Food Programme for their continued 
support to health related programmes.

1 Document A27/24.
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ACTIVITIES OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION WITH REGARD TO 
ASSISTANCE TO LIBERATION MOVEMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA PURSUANT 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 2918 (XXVII) 

AND ECOSOC RESOLUTION 1804 (LV)

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 3118 (XXVIII) urging all specialized 
agencies to render, as a matter of urgency, all possible moral and material assistance to the 
colonial peoples in Africa struggling for their liberation from colonial rule and requesting 
that the specialized agencies work out and implement, with the active cooperation of the 
Organization of African Unity and, through it, of the National Liberation Movements, concrete 
programmes of assistance to the peoples of Angola, Mozambique, Southern Rhodesia and Namibia 
including in particular the peoples in the liberated areas of those territories and their 
National Liberation Movements;

Recalling further paragraph 8 of the same resolution recommending that all governments 
should intensify their efforts in the specialized agencies to ensure the full and effective 
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Peoples and 
should accord priority to the question of providing assistance on an emergency basis to 
peoples in the colonial territories and to their National Liberation Movements and paragraph 9 
which urges all Executive Heads of specialized agencies to formulate and submit to their 
respective Governing Bodies, as a matter of priority and in active cooperation with the OAU, 
concrete proposals for the full implementation of the relevant United Nations decisions;

Taking into account the provisions of operative paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of resolution 
EB53.R58 of the fifty-third session of the Executive Board and the report of the Director- 
General to the Executive Board contained in Annex 10 of Official Records No. 215,

1. REQUESTS the Director-General of WHO, in conformity with the United Nations General 
Assembly resolution 3118 (XXVIII) and in particular with operative paragraphs 4, 8 and 9 
thereof to take such action immediately, through the Organization of African Unity and the 
National Liberation Movements concerned, as will provide health assistance to peoples in the 
liberated areas in the colonial territories of Africa;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General of WHO, in close consultation with OAU, and through the 
National Liberation Movements, to widen the scope of the programmes of assistance outlined in 
Annex 10 of the report of the Executive Board;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General of WHO to present a report on the implementation of this 
resolution to the fifty-fifth session of the Executive Board and the Twenty-eighth World 
Health Assembly of WHO.
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ACTIVITIES OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION WITH REGARD TO ASSISTANCE 
TO LIBERATION MOVEMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA PURSUANT TO THE 

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 2918 (XXVII)
AND ECOSOC RESOLUTION 1804 (LV)

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Recalling the United Nations General Assembly resolution 3118 (XXVIII) requesting the 
specialized agencies to take the necessary steps to ensure the representation of the National 
Liberation Movements in meetings of the specialized agencies;

Recalling further resolution 13/17 of the FAO Conference requesting the Director-General 
of FAO to make the necessary arrangements, through the Organization of African Unity, to 
facilitate the immediate participation of representatives of the National Liberation 
Movements in its meetings;

Convinced that the participation of the National Liberation Movements in meetings and 
other activities undertaken by WHO would ensure to the people in the liberated areas an 
improvement in their health and nutritional standards;

Mindful that this participation would ultimately contribute to the economic and social 
development of the liberated territories under the control of these Liberation Movements;

Noting resolution EB53.R58 of the fifty-third session of the Executive Board 
(paragraph 4)?

REQUESTS the Director-General of WHO to take the necessary steps to invite the represen
tatives of the National Liberation Movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity 
or by the League of Arab States to attend the meetings of WHO in an observer capacity.



ASSESSMENT OF NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

(Guinea-Bissau)

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Noting the admission of Guinea-Bissau to membership in the Organization on 16 May 1974;

Recalling that the Twenty-second World Health Assembly in resolution WHA22.6^ decided that 
from 1968 new Members shall be assessed in accordance with the practice followed by the United 
Nations in assessing new Members for their year of admission;

DECIDES

(1) that Guinea-Bissau shall be assessed for 1974 and future years at a rate to be fixed by 
the World Health Assembly, as and when an assessment rate for this country has been established 
by the United Nations Committee on Contributions;

(2) that Guinea-Bissau shall be assessed at the provisional rates of 0.04% for 1974 and 0.02% 
for 1975 and future years, to be adjusted to the definitive assessment rate when established 
by the World Health Assembly, and further

(3) that the assessment for 1974 shall be reduced to one-third of C.04%.

1 Handbüok of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1948-1972, p. 379.



ASSESSMENT OF NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

(Namibia)

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Noting the admission of Namibia to associate membership in the Organization on 16 May 
1974, and that notice has been given of acceptance of associate membership on behalf of 
Namibia in accordance with Rules 115 and 116 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly;

Recalling that the Thirteenth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA13.161 confirmed that 
the assessment of Associate Members shall be 0.02%;

2Recalling further that the Twenty-second World Health Assembly in resolution WHA22.6 
decided that from 1968 new Members shall be assessed in accordance with the practice followed 
by the United Nations in assessing new Members for their year of admission;

DECIDES that the assessment of Namibia for 1974 shall be reduced to one-third of 
0 .02%.

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1948-1972, p. 382. 
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1948-1972, p. 379.
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UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF PENSION FUND 

Annual Report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board for 1972

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

NOTES the status of the operation of the Joint Staff Pension Fund as indicated by the 
Annual Report for the year 1972 and as reported by the Director-General.

4

4



UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF PENSION FUND 

Appointment of representatives to the WHO Staff Pension Committee

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly 

RESOLVES

1. That the appointment of the member and alternate member of the Staff Pension Committee 
made by the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly expire in 1974, as originally resolved by the 
Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly;

2. That the appointments of the member and alternate member of the Staff Pension Committee 
made by the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly will expire in 1975, as originally resolved by 
the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly;

3. That the member of the Executive Board designated by the Government of Switzerland be 
appointed as member of the WHO Staff Pension Committee, and that the member of the Board 
designated by the Government of Democratic Yemen be appointed as alternate member, the 
appointments being for a period of two years; and further

4. That the member of the Executive Board designated by the Government of Venezuela be 
appointed as member of the WHO Staff Pension Committee, and that the member of the Board 
designated by the Government of Sri Lanka be appointed as alternate member, the appointments 
being for a period of three years.
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HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly_,

Recalling its resolution WHA26.56, on the health conditions of the refugees and 
displaced persons in the Middle East as well as the population of the occupied territories;

A

Having considered document A27/wp/2, the Director-General's Report on the health 
assistance of refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East;

Alarmed by the deterioration of the health conditions of the Palestinian refugees and 
displaced persons in the Middle East;

Deeply concerned by the fact that Israel continues to refuse the return of the 
Palestinian refugees and displaced persons to their homes which is gravely affecting their 
physical and mental health,

1. DEPLORES the failure of Israel to abide by the relevant United Nations and World Health 
Assembly resolutions calling for the immediate return of the Palestinian refugees and displaced 
persons to their homes as well as the numerous calls for refraining from such practices as
the destruction of refugee shelters;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to intensify and increase the Organization's programmes 
and health assistance to the refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East and to submit 
a report to the twenty-eighth session of the World Health Assembly on steps taken in this 
regard.

В

Noting with appreciation the establishment of the Special Committee of Experts to study 
the health conditions of the inhabitants of the occupied territories in the Middle East;

Having received the report of the Special Committee and noting from its content that 
the Committee was not able to visit the Arab territories under Israeli occupation, to fulfil 
the objective of resolution WHA26.56,

1. REQUESTS the Special Committee to complete as early as possible the fulfilment of its 
mandate and submit a comprehensive report covering all health aspects to the twenty-eighth 
session of the World Health Assembly based on a field investigation;

2. URGES the Government of Israel to cooperate fully with the Special Committee and 
particularly to facilitate its free movement in the occupied territories;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to provide the Special Committee with all 
facilities necessary for the performance of its mission.

* * *


