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SECOND REPORT OF COMMITTEE A

During the course of its seventh, eighth and ninth meetings held on 17 and 18 May 1974,
the Committee, in proceeding with the detailed review of the programme and budget estimates
for 1975, decided to recommend to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly the adoption of the
attached resolutions on the following subjects:
Health education
Health education of children and young people
The role of WHO in bilateral or multilateral health aid programmes
World Population Year and Conference, 1974
Continuing education for physicians
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HEALTH EDUCATION

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,
Noting the discussions at the fifty-third session of the Executive Board on the programme
review on health education, and the resultant resolution EB53.R38; and
Reiterating that health education is basic both for individual motivation and for
community participation in the improvement of health conditions and should, therefore, form
an integral part of all health programmes; and
Recalling that health education of the population and the involvement of people in all
health programmes is a collective responsibility of all elements of society;
1.
NOTES with satisfaction the trend of activities of the Organization in the field of health
education;
2.
EMPHASIZES the importance of health education not only in health programmes but also in
programmes of education and related socioeconomic development efforts that affect health;
3.

RECOMMENDS that the World Health Organization should
(1)

intensify health education activities in all the programmes of the Organization;

(2)
endeavour to enlarge its support to interested Member States in strengthening the
planning, implementation and evaluation of the health education components of their
national programmes including manpower development, strengthening of health services,
promotion of environmental health, disease prevention and control;
(3)
cooperate more actively with the United Nations, the specialized agencies, and the
appropriate international nongovernmental organizations and bilateral agencies in
programmes in which health education plays a part, and should be continuously alert to
opportunities for inserting health education into all such programmes;
4.

REQUESTS the Director-General :
(1)
to bring to the attention of Member States and international agencies the need for
the inclusion of health education activities in all health and other related programmes;
and
(2)
to develop ways and means of providing additional support, including manpower and
funds, for the Organization's programme of work in health education in accordance with
available budgetary resources, taking into account its essential role in programmes for
socioeconomic development.

HEALTH EDUCATION OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,
Taking into account the basic principles set forth in the WHO Constitution and
particularly the fact that healthy growth and development of the child is of basic importance
and that ability to live harmoniously in a changing total environment is essential to such
development ;
Recalling the declaration adopted by the United Nations General Assembly (resolution
2037 (XX)) on the promotion among youth of the ideals of peace, mutual respect and understanding
between peoples;
Aware of the important role played by the younger generation in every domain of human
activity and also of the fact that in our era the enthusiasm and creative talents of the young
should be dedicated to promoting the material and spiritual progress of all peoples;
Taking into account the fact that WHO's activities should not be concerned solely with the
prevention and control of physical and mental illness but that special attention should also be
paid to the harmonious development and training of the rising generations with a view to the
building of a healthy society;
Considering the important role of health education and of the multiplicity and complexity
of educational factors, within the family, the school and other institutions, in the training
of children and young people and in protecting them against the undesirable features of our
era (the tobacco habit, alcoholism, drugs, etc.); and
Considering that WHO possesses an authority and an exalted prestige based on the positive
solutions found for many major health problems relying on the experience of national medical
and health staffs,
DEEMS it necessary:
(1)
to intensify within WHO's programmes concrete and effective action to ensure that
children and young people receive a multidisciplinary health education, which is of
particular importance for the development of future generations;
(2)
to explore and promote new approaches for tackling and solving in an appropriate
way the problems posed by the health education of mothers, children and young people in
order to take care of their health and of their protection against the harmful factors of
modern life;
(3)
to support actively the basic right to health of the child and the adolescent and
to promote by suitable means the improvement of the legislative provisions together with
other concrete actions aimed at ensuring a healthy future for the rising generations;
(4)
to invite other international organizations, particularly UNESCO and UNICEF, and,
through the governments of the Member countries, national health agencies, voluntary
organizations and parents to participate actively in the implementation of activities for
the health education of children and young people.
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THE ROLE OF WHO IN BILATERAL OR MULTILATERAL HEALTH AID PROGRAMMES

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,
Considering the urgency of the needs of developing countries in regard to health
promotion from the point of view of both the infrastructure and the staff required;
Noting that many countries provide bilateral or multilateral aid through special
programmes in the field of health;
Believing
are such as to
countries with
implementation

that the wide experience acquired by WHO and the information at its disposal
facilitate the establishment of useful and effective programmes, and that
bilateral aid programmes could effectively use WHO in the planning and
of their assistance activities in health and sanitation;

Stressing that assistance in the field of health may have important repercussions over
vast areas and that coordination of effort and concerted action between assisting and assisted
countries could materially improve the results;
1.
RECOMMENDS that Member States make use of WHO in its advisory and coordinatory capacity
with regard to bilateral or multilateral aid programmes in the field of health; and
2.
INVITES the Director-General to study ways in which WHO could strengthen its role in the
establishment of bilateral or multilateral aid programmes and priorities and to report on the
matter to the Executive Board in relation to its forthcoming organizational study on "The
planning for and impact of extrabudgetary resources on WHO's programmes and policy".

WORLD POPULATION YEAR AND CONFERENCE, 1974

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,
Recognizing the importance of 1974 as World Population Year and the interest expressed
at this Health Assembly by many Member governments;
Noting that during August of this year, under the auspices of the United Nations, the
World Population Conference will be held in Bucharest; and
Noting the declaration on Food and Population delivered to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations,
1.
WELCOMES the emphasis given to health and the enhancement of the quality of life in the
draft World Population Plan of Action, to be considered at the World Population Conference;
2.
CALLS ATTENTION to the importance of including public health administrators in national
delegations to the World Population Conference; and
3.
REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the fifty-fifth session of the Executive Board
and the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly on implications of the results of the World
Population Conference and the action taken thereon by the Economic and Social Council and
General Assembly of the United Nations for the work of the World Health Organization.
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CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR PHYSICIANS

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,
Having considered the comments of the Executive Board on the report of the Expert
Committee on Continuing Education for Physicians;
Noting that continuing education of health personnel must be an integral part of the
total health and educational system and is of cardinal importance to the health authorities
in assuring the quality and coverage of health services;
Recognizing that the primary purpose of continuing education is to maintain and improve
the competence of health personnel in delivering health care,
1.
REQUESTS the Director-General to pursue vigorously measures for the continuing education
of health personnel and to
(1)
assist Member States, upon their request, in the planning and organization of
continuing education for health personnel;
(2)
develop, jointly by specialists in various disciplines, specific objectives and
methods of continuing education for the health professions;
(3)
develop and evaluate pilot projects in continuing education, including inter
professional and integrated education;
(4)
train in communications sciences health professionals who can provide leadership
for programmes in this field;
(5)
encourage and promote research into, and the collection, exchange and evaluation
of information on continuing education;
2.

CALLS UPON Member States to consider as a matter of urgency:
(1)
the development of national systems of continuing education for the health
professions, based on national and local health needs and demands, integrated with health
care and educational systems, with full utilization of the resources of universities and
schools of health personnel;
(2)
the promotion of the systems approach in educational planning for continuing
education and the periodic assessment of the quality of performance of health personnel
in delivering preventive and curative health care.
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