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Comments from other organizations, the United Nations, the specialized 

agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency 
on the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1974 

In accordance with arrangements made by the Administrative Committee on Coordination 
and with resolutions 1549 (XLIX) and 1643 (LI) of the Economic and Social Council, the 

Director -General transmitted on 11 December 1972 the proposed programme and budget estimates 

for 1974 to all organizations of the United Nations system. To date replies have been 

received from the following organizations: 

11.1 UNITED NATIONS 

The United Nations cooperates with WHO in the development of statistics of significance 
to the analysis of population trends. This includes developing definitions, such as those 
for "livebirth" and "foetal death ", and recommendations for appropriate tabulation procedures 
with respect to data on mortality, fertility, and foetal death. In the past two years, the 

Branch has also worked with WHO on the development of statistics on legally induced abortion. 

The proposed budget should call attention to these cooperative efforts and also that a 

new area of cooperation should be developed in the area of statistics on environmental 
conditions. 

The United Nations is particularly anxious that WHO should invite the participation of 
the Statistical Office with reference to each of the following: 

(a) meetings of committees on national vital statistics; 

(b) development of statistics on environmental conditions of significance 
to health; 

(c) development of statistics on legally induced abortions. 

The United Nations would appreciate being kept informed of the progress of the following 
projects, given the significance of each to the development of systems of vital registration. 

Page Code Country 

159 4901 Nigeria 

401 4901 Bahrain 

435 4901 Sudan 

440 4901 Tunisia 

Project 

Vital and health statistics, federal. To assist in developing 
vital and health statistics services for the whole country, in 

planning and carrying out epidemiological surveys, and in 

training staff. 

Advisory services. To assist in strengthening the central 
health statistical unit, and in initiating vital registration. 

Advisory services. To assist in strengthening the vital and 

health statistics unit in the Ministry of Health, in 

developing a vital and health statistics system, and in training 
national staff. 

Advisory services (UNDP). To assist the Ministry of Public 
Health in strengthening its health statistical unit, in developing 
a system of vital and health statistics, and in training 
national staff in health statistics. 
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Page Code Country Project 

473 4901 Laos Advisory services. To assist in the establishment of a vital 
and health statistics service in the Ministry of Public Health. 

1.2 ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA (ECA) 

We have studied this document with great interest, and I am happy to state that ECA 
will continue to collaborate with the WHO Division of Health Statistics (see paragraph 9.4 
of the WHO's proposed programme and budget in 1974) in respect of the Dissemination of 
Statistical Information (paragraph 9.4.2) concerning, among other things, assistance in 

improving the quality of national vital statistics, studies on the interrelations between 
health and population dynamics and the evaluation of family planning programmes, projections 
of maternal, infant and childhood mortality. 

1.3 ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE (ЕСЕ) 

In the field of environmental health, in which as you know there are several areas of 
common interests between the environmental work carried out within WHO and that carried out by 
ЕСЕ, I note that no new topics likely to lead to duplication of work have been included in 

your programme. 

Under additional projects requested by governments and not included in the proposed 
programme and budget estimates (page 697); I have noted the inclusion of a project (EURO 31А5) 
for a symposium on mathematical models for river -basin management (US$ 20 000) which would 

seem to be closely related to a Symposium on the Application of Automation and Computer 
Techniques for the Planning and Management of River Basins and other Hydrological Systems, 

which will be held in 1974 in the United States of America under the auspices of the ЕСЕ 

Committee on Water Problems. I am enclosing for your consideration a preliminary draft 

programme for that Symposium which was discussed by this Committee at its session in July 1972. 
As agreed by the Committee, this draft programme is being revised on the basis of comments 

received from a number of ЕСЕ Governments and will be finalized at a preparatory meeting which 
will be held in Geneva from 21 to 23 February 1973 and in which your Secretariat will, as 

usual, be invited to take part. 

I am confident that as in the past officials of our Secretariats will, in continuing 

their close cooperation and in carrying out the programmes of work approved by our respective 

governmental bodies, take special care to avoid any unnecessary duplication not only on 
environmental problems but also in other areas where WHO and ЕСЕ work along parallel lines 

(as in the food standards and transport areas). 

1.4 UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT (UNCTAD) 

We have taken note of the proposed programme with interest. While some of the projects 

included in it are related to UNCTAD preoccupations we have no comments to offer on any of 

these projects as there appears to exist at this stage neither risks of duplication or 

overlapping of activities nor possibilities to improve upon the complementarity of efforts, 

as far as WHO and UNCTAD are concerned. 

2. ILO 

I have noted with interest the intention to cooperate with the ILO in the field of 

occupational health (page 83), and to continue to support the work of the International 

Occupational Safety and Health Information Centre with a contribution of $ 2000 in 1974 

(page 513). 
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The proposed programme of work for WHO does not appear to give rise to duplication with 

the activities of the ILA. There are projects proposed for which there will be definite ILO 

interest and on which ILA participation or other forms of cooperation with WHO would be 

desirable. I shall shortly be sending you my own programme and budget proposals for 1974 -75, 

and shall look forward to receiving your comments and observations. I would trust that, as 

in the past, the two respective programme statements can again become the subject of fruitful 
intersecretariat consultations between our two organizations. 

3. FAO 

In reference to Dr Candau's letter of 11 December 1972 transmitting the proposed 
programme and budget estimates for 1974 we consider that working arrangements between FAO 
and WHO to avoid unnecessary overlapping and duplication on matters of mutual interest are 

satisfactory, we therefore have no comments. 

4. UNESCO 

Chapter 5, item 5.2: Environmental Health 

UNESCO has welcomed the willingness of the WHO Secretariat to assist in the development 
of the Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme, and has gained much by the participation of the 
WHO experts in the work of panels of experts during 1972. WHO can cooperate in the further 

planning and implementation of the lAB Programme only within the framework of decisions of the 
WHO Governing Body. UNESCO hopes that cooperative activities can be strengthened between 
WHO and the lAB Programme in the coming biennium, particularly in relation to those projects 

of lAB which require study of the constantly shifting relationships between man and the 

environment. The participation of WHO in lAB can perhaps be foreseen at two different 
levels. One level relates to the broad promotion by lAB of ecological research programmes, 
where the main contribution of specialized agencies such as WHO will be primarily of an 

"intellectual" character. The other level relates to more concrete operational projects 
where a deeper involvement of WHO and other United Nations agencies, particularly where they 

are concerned with the end products of such projects, would be desirable. 

Activities in the Social Science Programme, within the framework of the integrated 

UNESCO programme of problems of the environment, include activities to increase understanding 
of the concepts and conditions for enriching the quality of life. With a view to understanding 
the social and economic consequences of environmental changes, the Department of Social 
Sciences is furthering two pilot projects: the first involves a study in several countries 
of the perception of children of changes in their immediate surroundings; the second entails 

a study of the effects of tourism on the social, economic and cultural life and the physical 
environment (cf. 17 C /5, paragraphs 3092 to 3094). These activities are relevant to the 

WHO programme set out under this item. The UNESCO Social Sciences Department is also in the 

process of setting up a programme on population and the environment which can be related to 

the WHO environmental health programme. 

6.1: Strengthening of Health Services 

UNESCО would be pleased to cooperate, particularly through its Adult Education Programme, 
in "studies relevant to public health, such as social programmes and community development" 

mentioned in item 8 under this heading. UNESCO activities concerning the elaboration of 
strategies for the development of adult education (cf. 17 C/5 paragraph 1311) are relevant 
to this area of WHO's work. 
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6.2: Family Health 

There is much scope for collaboration in the "research activities in the fields of 
human reproduction, family planning, population dynamics; etc." mentioned under this sub - 
item. This could include participation in interagency missions, cosponsorship of meetings, 
and cooperation in carrying out UNFPA financed interagency projects, as well as cooperation 
with the Division of Family Health at WHO headquarters. 

6.2.1: Human Reproduction 

Collaboration is developing with WHO in the activities of an expert committee on the 

evaluation of family planning services. WHO concentrates on the health aspects and UNESCO 
on the sociocultural and psychological aspects of family planning programmes. UNESCO is 
giving increasing attention to the need for evaluation of family planning programmes. 

6.2.2: Maternal and Child Health 

The comments in the two preceding subsections concerning methods of cooperation apply 
also to this subsection. Both organizations recognize the need for an interdisciplinary 
approach in the field of family planning and this provides an ample basis for joint action. 

6.2.3: Health Education 

In relation to items 1, 2 and 4 of this subsection, UNESCO has greatly appreciated 
the participation of WHO's specialists in missions organized in cooperation with IBRD /IDA. 

On several occasions (e.g. Ivory Coast, Morocco, Syria) WHO has assigned staff members 

to take part in UNESCO missions and to advise on the training of medical personnel. We 

look forward very much to continuing this type of collaboration and should like to be able 

to call on WHO expertise whenever required. 

Item 4 under this heading refers to health education only in "schools, colleges and 

universities ". We hope that this wording is not meant to exclude adult education services 
and institutes. 

We also hope WHO will be interested in UNESCO activities for the training of adult 
education specialists (cf. 17 C/5 paragraph 1315) where a health education input would be 

desirable. 

Joint activities linking health education and functional literacy have been carried 

out in various countries (e.g. Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Sudan) since the Experimental World 

Literacy Programme was launched in 1966, including the provision, in reading material for 

new literates, of instruction concerning health education, public health, problems of 

hygiene, etc. 

In WHO activities where an illiterate or semi -illiterate population constitutes an 

obstacle to the attainment of project objectives UNESCO would like to see a functional 

literacy component introduced. UNESCO would also like to exchange views with the appropriate 

WHO units concerning the introduction and /or improvement of content and teaching methods for 

health, nutrition and environmental education within the curricula for the pre -service and 

in- service training of teachers, and school administrators and supervisors. We would be 

interested in working closely with WHO and in establishing practical arrangements at the 

headquarters level as well as in interregional, regional and national programmes and projects. 

We hope contact can be made as soon as possible between WHO and the new UNESCO Division of 

Training of Educational Personnel in the Department of Training of Educational Personnel and 

Higher Education to give concrete shape to this cooperation. 
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6.2.4: Nutrition 

It is hoped that the cooperation begun with WHO some years ago in this area will be 

actively continued. 

7.1.4: Drug Dependence and Alcoholism 

We look forward to intensifying our cooperation with WHO within the framework of 

interagency action to counter drug abuse through the organization of meetings, the production 

of information material and exchange of documentation. 

7.1.6: Mental Health 

This subsection deals with methods of prevention and treatment of various difficulties, 

including mental retardation. Although education is nowhere referred to in the relevant WHO 

text, we would be interested in establishing links between WHO's mental health activities and 

our programme for the promotion of education for handicapped young people (17 C/5 

paragraphs 1242 -1244). 

8.1: Health Manpower Development 

A joint project for a working group on exchanges of information and materials concerning 

educational technology is foreseen in 17 C /5, paragraph 1217. 

Following an exchange of letters between the Executive Heads of the two organizations, 

coordinating machinery was set up in 1972 with a view to ensuring interagency cooperation 

in the field of international comparability and equivalence of post- secondary certificates 
and diplomas. 

In addition, cooperation has been established regarding the development of health 

manpower, particularly the training of teaching staff for medical schools. 

5. WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION 

While this very informative document has been read with great interest, I have no 

specific comments to offer. I wish, however, to take this opportunity of expressing on 

behalf of WMO our gratitude for the close collaboration that has developed between our two 

organizations and to confirm our belief that this collaboration will continue to strengthen 

and expand in the new year. In particular, I hope that the close cooperation in the field 

of air pollution will continue to develop. 

6. UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION (UNIDO) 

I hope that the comments which follow may prove useful in the context of intersecretariat 

discussions which our two organizations have established and already used to good effect. The 

comments mainly relate to Appropriation Section 5 - Environmental Health - and Subsection 9.3 

- Prophylactic and Therapeutic Substances. 

UNIDO's draft Medium -Term Plan for 1974 -77 envisages a considerable increase in activities 

related to environmental problems in the industrial sector, and there will clearly be many 

areas of common interest with the various programmes of WHO, in this field, particularly the 

Environmental Pollution Programme, where one of the functions is "to advise and develop 

technical guidelines on the prevention and control of environmental pollution (including the 

identification of emission standards), on certain aspects of control technology, and on 

advanced training in environmental pollution control ". In so far as the pollution is of 

industrial origin, UNIDO is greatly concerned in these matters, including the effect on 

industrialization in the developing countries of the increased production costs incurred in 

order to reduce or prevent such pollution. There appears to be an opportunity to provide a 

coordinated service in this field to the developing countries and I suggest this question be 

pursued in intersecretariat discussions. 
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As regards the work of your Division of Prophylactic and Therapeutic Substances, 
advising the developing countries in establishing pharmaceutical production involves 
cooperative action with UNIDO, as noted on page 106. We should like, at the appropriate 
time, to receive more details of WHO's planned activities under this heading, in order to 

examine the scope for coordination with UNIDO's plans in this field. 

UNIDO is interested in certain expert committee meetings, study groups, seminars, 
research studies, etc., mentioned in document No. 204, including some due to be held in 

1973. They are listed in the Annex to this letter. We should appreciate some further 
information on the subjects to be discussed and studied in case they have a bearing on 
UNIDO's activities in these fields. 

Project No. 

EMRO 3301 

WPRO 3101 

INT 0723 

INT 0753 

INT 0814 

DIS 0002 

CWS 0017 

CWS 0018 

WHO MEETINGS AND STUDIES OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO UNIDO 

Title Year 

Expert Committee on wastes disposal 1973 

Expert Committee on planning and administration of national 
programmes for control of adverse effects of pollutants 1973 

Expert Committee on environmental monitoring related to health 
protection of industrial populations 1973 

Study group on health hazards from new environmental pollutants 1974 

Meeting on the collection and evaluation of water and wastes data 1974 

Seminar on pollution of the human environment 1974 

Seminar on air pollution 1973 

Symposium on the use of air quality criteria in national air 

pollution control programmes 1973 

Meeting on trends and levels of air pollution 1973 

Meeting on the effects on health of specific air pollutants from 

industrial emissions 1974 

International reference centre for environmental planning and 1973 and 

services 1974 

Collaborative research on solid industrial wastes 1973 

Collaborative research on wastes reclamation 1973 and 

1974 

7. INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY 

In consultation with our technical staff concerned we have examined the information 

provided on the projects proposed for the region of Asia and the Far East in 1974 and have 

no specific comments to offer at this stage. The continuing aid to a number of institutions 

also receiving assistance from the Agency has been noted and in this connexion we believe it 

would be most helpful in avoiding duplication of efforts if additional information could be 

provided on the following projects: 

(a) Indonesia 0116 (4701) on Radiation Health; 

(b) SEARO 0190 (4901) on Control of Hazards to Man from Pesticides; 

(c) SEARО 0042 (4701) on Radiation Protection; 

(d) WPRO 4703 on Advisory Services on Health Physics and Radiation 

Protection Services in Hospitals. 
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Information on projects INDIA 0192 (Radiation Medicine Centre, Bombay) and THAILAND 0109 
(Mahidol University), requested in my letter to you of 27 March 1972, would also be much 

appreciated. 

Jamaica 4.500: We just finished the implementation of a project in nuclear medicine 

at the College Hospital of the Faculty of Medicine of the University of the West Indies in 

Kingston. The final report, produced by our expert, Mr R. Herbert, will be sent to WHO 

towards the end of December 1972. The expert worked in close contact with the authorities 

of the Ministry of Health and Environmental Control. A follow -up project might be considered 
under our 1974 Regular Programme. 

Venezuela 4.500: A related project was implemented by our Regional Adviser on Hospital 

Physics, Mr Z. Hlasivec, in October -November 1969. The Final Report TA /505 was sent to WHO 

attached to Mr D. A. V. Fischer's letter of 21 April 1970 to Mr G. Meilland. 

Panama 4.500: A similar project as in the case of Venezuela was implemented by the 

same Regional Adviser. Attached to the above mentioned letter, IAEA sent to WHO the Final 

Report TÁ/459 on Mr Hlasivec's assignment of April 1969. Further, between April and October 

. 1971 the same consultant implemented a project on Radiation Dosimetry in Panama. The Final 

Report TÁ/724 was sent to Mr Meilland attached to our letter of 26 May 1972. 

Panama 4.501: The inclusion of the UNDP financed project "Radioisotope Laboratory" 

for the Santo Tomâs Hospital, under WHO/PAIl's programme, appears to be a misunderstanding. 
The project has been included in Panama's Country Programme to be implemented by this Agency. 

Attached are copies of the letters sent by the UNDP Resident Representative to the Agency 
(No. 5435 of 20 June 1972, with an attachment to Dr José Behm, PAHO's Representative in Panama 
and No. 5561 of 17 July 1972) and our memorandum of 31 July 1972 to you. We are now preparing 

this project's implementation. 

Colombia 4.500: Under our 1972 Regular Programme, two projects in the field of nuclear 

medicine will be implemented at the Military Hospital in Bogotá. Further, on 21 April 1970 

a copy of Mr Hlasivec's Final Report on Hospital Physics (ТА/517) was sent to WHO. 

Ecuador 4.500: Our memorandum of 30 December 1971, commenting on the proposals of 

WHО /РAHO for Latin America, is still valid for the project in Ecuador. It should be added 
that we have recommended to the Technical Assistance Committee of our Board of Governors the 

approval, under our Regular Programme for 1973, of a project in Nuclear Medicine to be 

implemented at the Medical Department of the Social Insurance System in Quito under the aegis 
of the Ecuadorian Atomic Energy Commission. 

Peru 4.500: The comments of our memorandum of 30 December 1971 are also still valid. 
However, the mission of the expert foreseen for 1972 has been postponed for 1973. Mr L. Wiesner's 
Final Report (ТА /723) on Radiation Protection Legislation was sent to Mr Meilland under cover 
of our letter of 23 May 1972. Further, in our Regular Programme for 1973, a follow -up 

project on this field has been included. 

Brazil 4.500: Our programme under Regular Programme 1971 (as described in our memorandum 
of 30 December 1971) will be followed up under our Regular Programme 1973 with the assistance 

on TLD Dosimetry and on the Establishment of a Secondary Standard Dosimetry Laboratory (Expert 

assignments of three months each). The final reports of the experts that assisted the Dosimetry 

Laboratory of the National Nuclear Energy Commission in 1971 were forwarded to Mr Meilland on 
8 March 1972 (Mr Drexler's report No. TÁ/725 on Radiation Dosimetry), and on 24 April 1972 
(Mr Oberhofer's report No. ТА /734 on Radiological Protection). In the latter case notice was 

taken of WHO's support for the establishment in Brazil of a SSDL. Further, under our 1973 

Regular Programme a project in Environmental Control of Radioactivity (Radiochemistry) with 
expert services for a period of six months has been submitted to the approval of our Board 

of Governors. 
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Argentina 4.500: Assistance was provided by us to the National Atomic Energy Commission 
in Dosimetry, as mentioned in our memorandum of 30 December 1971. Mr R. J. Tymon's Final 
Report (ТА /702) was forwarded to Mr Meilland attached to our letter of 20 April 1972. Under 
our 1973 Regular Programme, we have proposed approval of a project on Hospital Physics, with 
expert services for a period of twelve months, to be implemented at the School of Medicine of 
the National University of Buenos Aires. 

Chile 4.500: Assistance in Hospital Physics was provided to Chile between March and 

October 1968. The project was implemented under the direction of the Chilean Nuclear 
Energy Commission operating in close contact with the National Health Service. The Final 

Report (ТА /409) produced by our expert Mr Z. Hlasivec has been classified as "Restricted" 
by the Government of Chile. A follow -up assistance will be implemented by our expert 

Mr Hendee, from the United States of America in 1973. Arrangements have been made with 

WHO /PAHO to ask our expert to visit for briefing and debriefing, at РАНО headquarters in 

Washington. In our 1973 Regular Programme a project to establish a Bioassay Laboratory and 
a second one in the field of Whole Body Counting are included. 

AFRO 4701: Radiation Protection 

Further details in due course would be appreciated on the consultant's services 

proposed for the development of Radiation Health Protection Services in this region. 

LIBYA 8101: Cancer Control 

It would be appreciated if, at the appropriate stage in late 1973, the Agency could 

receive copies of the progress reports from the radiotherapist on the establishment of a 

radiotherapy department. 


