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CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

cLÓTURE DE LA SESSION 

ЗАКРЫТИЕ СЕССИИ 

СLAUSURA DE LA REUNION 

The PRESIDENT: The meeting is called to order. A few delegations have asked for the 

floor. The first speaker on my list is the delegate of Nepal, Dr Baidya. Would you come 

to the rostrum, Dr Baidya. 

Dr BAIDYA (Nepal): Madam President, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, it 

is a great honour and privilege for me to have this opportunity of speaking on behalf of the 

delegates from the countries of the South -East Asia Region. The Democratic People's 

Republic of Korea joined this Region only yesterday: we are very happy at this, and we 

heartily welcome them. 

Madam President, we feel that the Assembly, by electing you as the President, has 

honoured not only you and your country, but also the countries of our Region. It is really 

a matter for pride for us that the only two Lady Presidents came from amongst us. Madam 

President, I pay my warmest tributes to you and express my sincere thanks for the excellent 

manner in which you have conducted the Assembly and tackled the intricate problems. I take 

this opportunity to thank the Vice- Presidents, the Chairmen of the committees, the Rapporteurs 

and other office -bearers of the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly. 

I shall be failing in my duty if I do not thank the Director -General and his staff for 

their hard work and untiring efforts to make the work of the Assembly a success. I do not 

find suitable words to pay tribute to the contribution of Dr Candau in the functioning and 

growth of our Organization. We shall definitely feel his absence in future. I wish him a 

healthy and happy life. It is a said coincidence that the Deputy Director -General, Dr P. M. 

Dorolle, is leaving this Organization at the same time as Dr Candau. I express my grateful- 

ness to him for his devotion and contribution to WHO, and wish him a long and happy life. 

I take this opportunity of congratulating the Director- General elect, Dr H. T. Mahler, 

and wish him all success in his future endeavours. We shall be eagerly waiting for his 

visit to our countries as the new Director -General. His visit will not only encourage and 

give guidance to us, but he will also have the opportunity to make an "on the spot" study of 

our problems. 

Madam President, it has been the ill luck of the people of the South -East Asia Region 

to be the victims of war and epidemics and communicable diseases. To make matters worse 

the mosquitos are becoming DDT -resistant, new vectors are being incriminated, and drug 

resistant malaria parasites are emerging. So cur efforts to contain the communicable 

diseases should continue with greater vigour for the next few years, which might be a 

difficult period for at least a few countries of the Region, if not for all. • I thank the Regional Director, Dr Gunaratne, for the keen interest and enthusiasm which 

he has shown in tackling the various problems facing the Region, and hope he will continue 

his efforts in future with the same zeal and courage. Through him I wish to express my 

appreciation to the staff of the Regional Office and the representatives of WHO and their 

staff in different countries. 
Finally, Madam President, I wish all the delegates a happy return home. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Baidya, I now give the floor to the representative of 

the European Region, Dr Stuyt, of the Netherlands. 

Dr STUУТ (Netherlands): Madam President, distinguished delegates, now that we have come 

to the end of the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly, I would like to thank you, Madam 

President, for giving me the floor to say a few words on behalf of the European Region of 

WHO 

During this Assembly we have celebrated the twenty -fifth anniversary of our Organization. 

We have been looking back on the outstanding work which has been performed by WHO in those 

25 years, and we have also recognized failures and areas in which much remains to be done. 
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Once again, we have paid a tribute to the great services rendered to the Organization by 
Dr Candau, who with great vigour has led the Organization to the place it now occupies in the 
world. The work has to go on, and we are looking forward to the leadership of the new 
Director -General, Dr Mahler, who has great experience in international health affairs and who 
will undoubtedly put all his energy at the disposal of WHO to continue the work which started 
so well a quarter of a century ago. Dr Mahler, you told us yesterday that you were trembling 
before taking over the tremendous task awaiting you. I am convinced that everybody without 
exception in this great family of WHO, and especially in the European Region, is prepared to 
give you the fullest possible support. 

Speaking on behalf of the countries in the European Region, I wish to express my 
satisfaction and gratitude to the World Health Assembly that it has approved the programme of 
work in the European Region. It is almost superfluous to express here once more our great 
satisfaction with the work performed by the Regional Office for Europe and our deep trust in 

the leadership of its Director, Dr Leo Kaprio. 

It is not my intention to go into details of the work of the Assembly which is now coming 
to an end. It has been a most interesting experience to attend the discussions on so many 
topics of interest to all countries in the world. It has been gratifying to observe that 
environmental health is coming strongly to the fore, It is to be expected that public health 
and environmental health will come closer and closer together in developing activities for the . 
well -being of all people. Our experience in this field gives us the conviction that only in 
this very close cooperation the enormous problems before us can and will be solved. We have 
also given due attention to the problems of health manpower and to the relation between the 

utilization of medical and other health personnel and their education and training. I believe 
that this subject will be of growing interest in the years to come. I have already had the 

opportunity to discuss this in more detail, but I want to underline again that the increasing 
exchange and travel of doctors all over the world make it necessary to exchange regularly 
information on educational systems and curricula, with a view to evaluating the final product 
and the background of diplomas. In the European Region this problem will have to be given 
high priority. 

The endeavours of many countries in the world to achieve the eradication of smallpox 
have our great admiration; they have been assisted by the World Health Organization and by 
individual countries. It now appears to be possible that a disease of such importance can 
completely disappear. This is a challenge to the Organization and to individual countries 
to continue giving their full support to activities of this character in order to bring about 

further achievements in the control of communicable diseases. 
I want to mention one more subject of the greatest importance, and that is narcotic drug 

dependence. In the European Region this problem has become of major importance. The 

problem is very complex and deserves our fullest attention. A firm stand is needed to cope 

effectually with all factors concerned. We shall have to do our utmost to make further 

progress on the road to achieving our goals in this respect. 

Madam President, in concluding my remarks I wish to express my great appreciation for 

the way in which you have conducted the business of the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly. 
You have completed this heavy task with great skill and elegance, with great energy and a 

never -failing optimism. We are truly grateful for this perfectly balanced leadership, which 

has so greatly contributed to the success of this Twenty -sixth Assembly, In the name of the 

European Region, thank you very much, Madam President. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Stuyt. I now give the floor to the delegate of Sierra 

Leone, Mr Findlay. 

Mr FINDLAY (Sierra Leone): Madam President, Director -General, honourable delegates, 

distinguished representatives of the Executive Board, ladies and gentlemen, it is indeed a 

great honour and privilege, not only to me but also to my delegation and my country to have 

been unanimously nominated by the delegations of the Member States of the African Region to 

give the vote of thanks on their behalf on the occasion of the closure of the Twenty -sixth 

World Health Assembly. I am indeed highly appreciative of this honour and proud privilege, 

and would like to express my feelings of deep gratitude to the African group for the confidence 

which the Member States have reposed in my delegation, and to assure them of our continued 

service until the next Assembly, when we hand over to another of our delegations. 

• 



A26/VR/17 
page 5 

On behalf of my distinguished colleagues from the African Region, I wish to pay our 

warmest tribute to you, Madam President, for the brilliant manner in which you have conducted 

the meetings in plenary, and for the dynamism which your graceful and affable personality 

provided so effectively both here in plenary and in the committee meetings throughout the 

session of the Assembly. Your leadership has been more than excellent, and the precision 

with which you exercised your authority through the gavel gave rhythm and that feminine touch 

throughout the entire proceedings. Your election to the presidential chair and the very 

outstanding and brilliant manner in which you conducted the business of this Assembly will 

linger for long in the minds of all. 

I wish also to extend our very sincere gratitude to Dr Candau, our Director -General. 

As I said in my statement, when reviewing his Annual Report and that of the Executive Board, 

we shall miss his wise counsel and apt interventions, which have always calmed troubled 

waters and ushered in a bright ray of hope during the debates both in plenary and in the 

meetings of the committees. The unanimous decision of the Assembly to declare him Director - 

General Emeritus is a clear indication of the very high esteem in which he is held by all 

Members of the Organization, and I wish to assure him that our very best wishes for continued 

good health and happiness go with him on his retirement. He will ever remain, dear to our 

hearts. 

To the President and members of the Executive Board and to the Chairmen and officers of 

the committees and Technical Discussion groups, we say thank you for facilitating the work 

of the Assembly in such an orderly and effective manner. Our grateful thanks also go to 

Dr Dorolle, the Deputy Director -General. He, as usual, has been the encyclopaedia, the 

mentor and guide in all procedural matters arising during the course of our meetings and, as 

he too goes into retirement shortly, I take this opportunity to wish him and his amiable 

consort a long lease of happy and useful retirement. We shall always remember him. 

As usual, members of the Secretariat have proved beyond any reasonable doubt whatsoever 

their thoroughness, assiduity and steadfast devotion to their duty. Their capacity for hard 

work has become proverbial, and to all of them our sincere gratitude is due. To all those 
of whom we see little or nothing, but who toil night and day relentlessly so that we can get 

on with our work without any delay or interruption - I prefer to refer to them as the unseen 
hands, the secretaries, interpreters, technicians, the records, publications, reception, 
registration staff members and all those who, in one way or another, have contributed to the 
great success of this Assembly - I say "Thank you" and "Well done;" 

I must also record our grateful thanks to Dr Quenum, our dynamic and indefatigable 
Regional Director. We are very appreciative of his untiring efforts to improve the health 

standards in the Region, and we commend him for his overall interest and selfless devotion 
to duty. On behalf of Member States in the Region, I wish to reassure him of our continued 
support and cooperation. We are certain in our minds that he has the capacity to accomplish 

much more, as the priority needs in the field of health in the Region are many, but at the 

same time we are also conscious of the fact that, much to his regret, his hands are tied by 
the need for budgetary manipulations and restrictions. We hope, however, that, despite the 
unpredictable incursions of the international monetary developments on the effective working 
budget of the Organization, greater priority consideration will be given to the regions 

covering the developing countries, where there can be no doubt whatsoever that the need to 
improve and maintain satisfactory health standards is second to none, and of immediate and 
very urgent concern. 

Madam President, I wish to take this opportunity to pledge publicly our loyalty and 
support for the Director -General Designate. He is no stranger to us, and we feel assured 
that, within a short space of time on assuming office, he will be able to grapple with the 
many problems confronting the Member States in the field of health, particularly in the 
African Region, to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. We wish him well, and pray 
that all his efforts and activities will be crowned with abundant success. 

Madam President, the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly has indeed been a remarkable 
one, and I am positive that it will go down in history as such. It marks a very important 
milestone in the history of this, our great family of nations, which is dedicated to the 
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cause of international health; the Assembly not only witnessed but participated actively in, 
the impressive and colourful ceremony, which was held in this great hall to mark the twenty - 

fifth anniversary of the founding of the World Health Organization; it brought Member States 

of the Organization face to face with the stark reality that our revered and well -beloved 
Director -General, Dr Marcolino Candau had decided to relinquish his post on retirement; it 

provided an opportunity for the first time in the case of a number of distinguished delegates, 
to participate in the procedure for the appointment of a Director -General; it ushered in a 

new era for the Organization, when the great People's Republic of China, with about a quarter 
of the world's population, and the German Democratic Republic took their rightful places in 
this august assembly as full and accredited Members of the World Health Organization; it 

admitted the. Democratic People's Republic of Korea as a Member of the Organization under 
Article 6 of the Constitution - subject to the conditions laid down in Article 79, and this 

has so been done; last but by no means least, it had a lady occupying the high office of 

President for the second time in 25 years. Indeed the achievements of this Twenty -sixth 
World Health Assembly have been most outstanding and gratifying, and for this we should be 

justly proud and should congratulate ourselves. Our work has been successfully accomplished 
in a true spirit of cooperation, and the pervading atmosphere throughout has been nothing but 

most cordial. The debates have been most edifying, and the intercourse and free exchange 
of views in an endeavour to resolve our common problems have been very educative and fruitful. 

Our Organization is truly indeed a great one for, despite its varied complexity, it 

operates with such singleness of purpose, both in theory and practice, in the true spirit of 

its ideals and objectives. I therefore cherish the hope that the example we are setting 
will serve as a standard for emulation, and so lead to an equally easy and united endeavour 

in resolving the many intricate problems which confront the world today. 
Madam President, it now only remains for me to say thank you to the authorities and 

people of this very beautiful city and the Republic and Canton of Geneva for their very kind 
hospitality during our stay here. Finally, I wish you, Madam President, and all of us here, 

a safe return home and a very happy family reunion. Au revoir and bon voyage; 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, sir. I now give the floor to Dr Thieme of Western Samoa. 

Dr THIEME (Western Samoa): Madam President, Director -General, distinguished delegates, 

ladies and gentlemen, the delegation of Western Samoa is greatly honoured to speak on behalf 
of the Member countries of the Western Pacific Region at the final plenary meeting. May I 

first pay our tribute to you, Madam President, for the able manner in which you have conducted 
the session as well as the celebration marking the twenty -fifth anniversary of the World 
Health Organization. Your leadership and diplomatic skills have made the Twenty -sixth World 
Health Assembly a stimulating, memorable, and at times even exciting meeting. 

Our appreciation goes next to the Director -General and his staff, as well as to all 

those who have contributed to the success of the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly. This 
gives us the opportunity to say farewell to Dr Candau, as well as to Dr Dorolle, on the eve 
of their retirement, for which we wish all the best and a happy future. We regret that we 
shall be missing Dr Candau and Dr Dorolle and their genial participation in the proceedings 
of the World Health Assemblies and the regional committees, to which they paid frequent 
visits. This is also a good occasion to congratulate the Director -General designate, Dr 

Mahler, with our best wishes for the future. 

To the distinguished delegates who have taken part in the discussions during the 
proceedings of the World Health Assembly we offer our thanks for the goodwill they have 
displayed in enriching with their experience our knowledge of the major health problems of 

the world and their suggestions for their solution. I congratulate, therefore, all the 

distinguished delegates most sincerely on the success we have finally achieved together, and 

I wish you a pleasant return to your home countries. Bon voyage: 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, sir. I now give the floor to Dr Sáenz Sanguinetti of Uruguay. 
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El Dr. SÁENZ SANGUINEТТI (Uruguay): Señora Presidenta, honorables delegados, señoras y seño- 

res: Quisiera dar las gracias en primer lugar a los países de la Región de las Américas que me han 

hecho el alto honor de confiarme la tarea de hablar en su nombre en esta sesión plenaria de clau- 

sura de la 26a Asamblea Mundial de la Salud. 

Creo interpretar fielmente este mandato, señora Presidenta, al felicitarla muy sinceramente 

por la conducción de los debates de esta Asamblea; usted ha sabido, sin mengua de su autoridad, 

añadir ese toque suyo tan elegante, característico de su feminidad. Por otra parte quisiera exten- 

der esta felicitación a todos los Vicepresidentes, a la Secretaría, a los Presidentesy alas Mesas 
de las Comisiones, al personal y a todos los intérpretes que nos han facilitado en grado sumo nues- 

tra tarea. 

No creo incurrir en un error al afirmar que esta Asamblea va a revestir en el futuro una im- 

portancia histórica por dos hechos muy significativos. Por una parte, la celebración de su 25° ani- 
versario y, por otra parte, el alejamiento de nuestro Director General, el Dr. Candau, después de 

20 años de vida activa al frente de la OMS. Es oportuno entonces, en esta celebración, hacer un 

balance aunque sea rápido del camino recorrido, y dar las gracias así a todas las Asambleas ante - 

riores, lo mismo que a los Consejos Ejecutivos, que nos permiten, con su acción tenaz, vislumbrar 

hoy con fe el futuro. 

En efecto, en el campo de las enfermedades transmisibles mucho se ha hecho, y aunque todavía, 
en algunos países existen grandes problemas en el desafío constante que se plantea entre el hom- 
bre y la enfermedad, se han obtenido resultados muy satisfactorios, que tendrán que ser consoli- 

dados. Lo mismo podemos decir de los progresos realizados en la formación y el perfeccionamiento 
del personal de salud y en el fortalecimiento de los servicios de salud en todos los países. 

Debo dar las gracias muy especialmente, en esta Asamblea y frente a ustedes, aunque se le ha 

repetido muchas veces, al Dr. Candau. Este campeón de la salud pública, como lo ha definido tan 
bien ayer su sucesor el Dr. Mahler, ha cumplido una tarea magnífica, llevando a la Organización a 

tal grado de eficiencia que actualmente es un ejemplo en el seno de las instituciones de las Na- 
ciones Unidas. A su nombre quiero asociar el del Dr. Dorolle, su colaborador más directo en todos 
estos años. En 61 hemos encontrado siempre un corazón generoso y un amigo sincero, siempre dis- 

puesto a ayudarnos: "de tout coeur merci, mon cher ami ". 
Pero, señora Presidenta y honorables delegados, si mucho se ha hecho queda aún mucho más por 

hacer. Mantener lo conquistado y abocarse a la solución de nuevos problemas, creados quizá incons- 
cientemente por nosotros mismos en esa marcha incontenible que tiene la humanidad. Con los progre- 

sos realizados, la esperanza de vida al nacer ha aumentado en el mundo entero, y eso ha planteado 
todo el problema de la higiene maternoinfantil, de las enfermedades no transmisibles, de las enfer- 

medades crónicas, que tarde o temprano tendrá que ser encarado y solucionado por todos. Este cre- 

cimiento demográfico trae siempre como consecuencia los problemas de la desnutrición, además del 

tan importante de la contaminación del medio. 
En este mundo cada vez más chico, donde ya no existen fronteras ni para la enfermedad ni para 

la ecología, en ese mundo cada vez más contaminado, el hombre que ha llegado a la luna siente, por 

primera vez quizá, la angustia cósmica y es todo el problema de la salud mental lo que debemos 

también considerar, con sus derivaciones en nuestras juventudes, que no llegan ya a mantener el 
diálogo con las generaciones anteriores, buscando entonces en las drogas el refugio que no encuen- 

tran en ellos mismos. Estos nuevos problemas, añadidos a los que ya existen, y que hay que termi- 

nar de solucionar, integran pues un nuevo ciclo en la vida de la Organización Mundial de la Salud. 
La responsabilidad de llevar a cabo los programas que encaran todos estos aspectos va a re- 

caer sobre el Dr. Mahler y sus colaboradores. Nosotros conocemos perfectamente al Dr. Mahler y 

estamos seguros de que su elección, dados sus antecedentes, su eficiencia y su sensibilidad, ha 

sido un verdadero acierto de esta Asamblea. Para 61 todo nuestro apoyo y el de nuestros gobier- 

nos; su éxito es el nuestro. 

En la última reunión de Santiago de Chile de los Ministros de Salud de las Américas se ha 

acordado una nueva dinámica en la formación epidemiológica al valorar, mientras se ejecutan los 
programas, los datos recogidos, lo que va a permitir obtener resultados en un plazo menor. Aquí 

quiero agradecer muy especialmente a nuestro Director Regional, Dr. Horwitz, que tanto en su sede, 

en Washington, como en todas las reuniones regionales, nos ha aportado una ayuda invalorable. 

Para terminar, quiero llamar la atención de todos ustedes sobre dos puntos que considero muy 
auspiciosos. Desde hace altos, los economistas y los gobiernos están comprendiendo cada vez más 
qùe la inversión en el sector salud, además de responder a una necesidad social ineludible, forma 

parte del proceso íntimo de desarrollo de los pueblos, siempre que esa inversión esté debidamente 
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planificada y cuente con un ajuste preciso de las prioridades. El otro punto, señora Presidenta 
y honorables delegados, es que debemos tener confianza en nosotros mismos y en los que nos sucede- 
rán. Al fin y al cabo, para nosotros, médicos, el hombre enfermo en cualquier país donde se halle 
y sufra es siempre el mismo. Darle salud física y mental y además integrarle socialmente y hasta 
diría sociológicamente en el medio en el cual vive asegurándole la mejor calidad en la prestación 
de los servicios, ésa es nuestra meta, ese triple aspecto físico, mental y social queda cabalmente 
como la única finalidad de todos nuestros anhelos y de nuestros trabajos. Para todos ustedes mis 
mejores deseos de ventura personal y un feliz retorno a sus hogares. 

The PRESIDENT: Now I call upon Dr Fakhro, of Bahrain. 

Dr FAKHRO (Bahrain): Madam President, Director -General, fellow delegates, my country 
and its delegation were honoured when I was asked to speak in the name of the Member States 
of our Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

I am sure that many will agree that the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly has been 
unique in several respects. We have celebrated the passage of a quarter century and, 

together with our Director -General, reflected on our past achievements. They were numerous, 
significant, and inspiring. 

With regret we bid farewell to a very dear leader and a warm friend. Dr Candau is 
walking away, having left his distinctly excellent imprints on the ground of every activity 
of this Organization. Our Assembly also waved goodbye to another remarkable man. Dr 

Dorolle represented in his field the magnificent contribution of France to the world. 
However, with great pleasure and elation we voted in our new humble and smiling 

leader; Dr Mahler will soon lead the way - no doubt to new heights and rich green pastures. 
During this session the principle of universality of our Organization was further 

strengthened. WHO proved again its capacity to stand in the front line of international 
leadership. 

The subjects of discussion were also unique. Two rich and tasty items were established 
on our menu - the health aspects of human environment; and the new techniques, approaches 
and methods in the field of health organization and management; these will become familiar 

dishes for many years to come on our already rich table. All of these achievements, and 

many more which time will not permit me to enumerate, were admirably accomplished by all of 

us under your effective leadership, Madam President, and with the helping hands of your 

Vice -Presidents, the Chairmen of the committees, the Rapporteurs, the members of the 
Executive Board and the marvellous, most efficient leaders and staff of our Organization. 

We warmly extend our thanks and appreciation to all of you. 

I take this opportunity, Madam President, to convey to our Regional Director, Dr Taba, 

his assistants, and the staff in the Region the kindest regards and appreciation of all the 

Member States of the Region. Their constant endeavour to improve the health situation in 

the Region is intensified year after year. 

Finally, Madam President, fellow delegates, as we sip with nostalgic pleasure the last 

drops of Candau & Co.'s rosé wine, let us look forward with equal anticipating pleasure to 
tasting the new Mahler & Co. wine; I believe I can promise all of you that it will be 

delicious, that it will be very refreshing. Thank you all, and goodbye. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Fakhro. 

Fellow delegates, friends, ladies and gentlemen, we have now reached the end of our work 

and, as is customary, I would like to make a few remarks on what has been done and what we 

have achieved during the present session. 

I am sure that all of you who have attended the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly will 

feel that it was an exceptional Assembly. With the admission of the German Democratic 

Republic and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the Organization has come very close 

to the true universality to which we all aspire. We have celebrated the first quarter of a 

century of the Organization and have used that occasion to review our past achievements and 

failures as a basis for starting a new period of activities. The silver jubilee of our 

Organization was not only an event within the Organization, but it was marked the world over. 

A number of messages received speak eloquently of the prestige which WHO is now enjoying and 
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'he hopes hјј are put in its mission. I wish to take this opportunity, as the President of 

the Assembly, to thank all those.world leaders, international organizations, international 

civil servants, health and social workers and many others who have sent us their greetings 

and best wishes. 

The Health Assembly has nominated a successor to Dr Candau, who is retiring. In 

nominating Dr Halfdan Mahler as the new Director -General of WHO, the Health Assembly has 

selected not only a man of outstanding qualities, but a man who has already served the 

Organization for over two decades. The Assembly, in its wisdom, has thus also secured the 

necessary continuity in the post of the chief technical and administrative officer of the 
Organization. 

These exceptional subjects with which we dealt this year did not detract the attention of 
the Assembly from its continuing responsibilities regarding the policies of the Organization, 
its programme, and financial and administrative matters. The Assembly was very business -like 
and adopted a number of resolutions marking a new orientation in the operational approaches to 
several outstanding health problems. The Assembly has clearly restated the principle that 
health services should be available and acceptable to the total population and adapted to the 

specific conditions and needs of each country. Consequently, the Organization's programmes 
and types of assistance should in the future be developed and adapted to that overwhelming 
objective. In the years to come this will undoubtedly require many changes in the nature of 
the Organization's activities and its methods of work. 

The smallpox eradication programme has occupied a considerable place in our discussion. 
The encouraging development of this programme and the success so far obtained did not prevent 
the Assembly from concentrating on some problem areas where endemic smallpox still exists. 
We have taken decisions to overcome these problems and to carry out the eradication programme 
to its successful end. 

Following the long -term programme in human environment laid down by the Twenty- fourth 

Health Assembly, and in line with the analysis and studies carried out at the historical 
Stockholm Conference of last year, the subject of human environment was naturally of great 

interest to this Assembly. The various aspects of this programme have been discussed at 
length and in depth, and I shall refrain therefore from commenting on the important decisions 

taken. 

Once again, the Health Assembly has confirmed that the provision of technical assistance 

remains a very important task of the Organization. To improve and extend assistance to the 

developing countries, it has decided that further studies should be made on the possibility 
of financing technical assistance activities in different national currencies. The reiterated 

concern of the Health Assembly regarding the provision of technical assistance comes at a 

particularly important moment when technological and scientific development require additional 
and more extensive efforts from the Organization with regard to its function as the directing 
and coordinating authority on international health work. 

Related to the search for the most suitable and effective type of assistance to be 
provided by the Organization is also the decision that the next subject of organizational 
study will be interrelationships between the central technical services of WHO and programmes 
of direct assistance to Member States. As for all the health problems confronting us, we 
need more knowledge and better tools, and this Assembly has rightly paid particular attention 
to the importance of the application of operational research technology, and epidemiological 
and communications science, in the development of alternative health care delivery systems. 
When the recommendations made regarding this can be implemented, no doubt it will have a 

considerable impact on the Organization's activities in the promotion and strengthening of 
health services in individual countries. 

Not least important were the several decisions in the budgetary and administrative fields, 
as well as those in respect of the continuing efforts to rationalize and improve the Assembly's 
own methods of work. If the budget for the forthcoming year was approved with some dissenting 
votes, the criticisms were remarkably few concerning the programme. This is no doubt an 
indication that domestic financial problems rather than disapproval of the programme of the 
Organization were the reasons which prevented some Members from voting for the budget. 

The strengthening of the long -term planning and evaluation process of the World Health 
Organization was a subject of continuous review and analysis by previous Health Assemblies. 
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This Assembly has moved one step forward towards this end. The Assembly's decision to 

introduce a biennial programme and budget as from 1976, and to amend the Constitution to 
reflect this change, is one of the historical decisions. The full introduction of the 

biennial system will now depend on the action which Member States will pursue to ratify the 

respective amendments. 
As brief as I am trying to make my closing remarks, I should mention the Technical 

Discussions, which this year were attended by a record number of participants. Permit me 

at this juncture to thank once again the Chairman of the Technical Discussions, Dr Mofidi, 

for his excellent work, the consultant Mr Stringer, Director of the Institute for Operational 
Research, London, and all the staff members who have been associated with the preparation and 
conduct of these discussions. 

At a time when the strengthening of the United Nations system is the overwhelming concern 

of most countries, it may be appropriate if I also mention the resolution on coordination 
with the United Nations system. Particular emphasis has rightly been put on the fruitful 

cooperation between the Organization and the World Food Programme and on overall efforts to 

further develop the provision of family planning care as an integral part of health services, 

in particular in the developing countries. 
Fellow delegates, there are many who deserve our gratitude and our thanks for the success 

of this Assembly. I consider it as my most difficult task to thank all those who have 

contributed to the work of our Assembly. To describe the role of the Director -General and of 

the Deputy Director -General and their contribution would be beyond my possibilities. Behind 

them there are hundreds of visible and invisible staff members who, with expertise and devotion, 
serve our meetings and prepare our discussions, working ceaselessly during regular working 

time and long night hours. If I am not mentioning any of them by name it is because there 

are too many to whom we owe too much. Personally, I am particularly indebted to you, my 
fellow delegates, for your kindness towards me, your gentlemanly cooperation and your patience, 
and also for the very kind words addressed to me by the speakers tonight. My earnest hope 

was always to apply the rules which govern our proceedings in the most rational and impartial 

way. To those of you who might have resented at certain moments being ruled by a woman, I 

address my warmest gratitude for their gallantry and tolerance, which reflect the remarkable 
spirit of cooperation that is so characteristic of World Health Assemblies. 

Before concluding, allow me to say a regretful word of farewell to our Director -General 

Dr Candau, and to Dr Dorolle, Deputy Director -General. I am sure that I speak for all of 

you if I wish them once again good health and every success in whatever field of activity 
they may choose. To Dr Mahler, who as Director -General will meet many critical situations 
and face many difficult situations, I wish to say that he will always receive from us - be it 

in our capacity as government representatives or as health workers - our full support in the 

fulfilment of his exceptional and noble task. 
Tо you, fellow delegates, I wish a safe return home to your countries and your beloved 

ones, and express my hope that we shall meet you all again here next year. 
I now declare this Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly closed. 

The session closed at 8.15 p.m. 
La session est close à 20h.15. 

заседание закрылось в 20 час. 15 nazi. 

Se clausura la reunión a las 20,15 horas. 


