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1. HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPIACED PERSONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST: Item 3.13 of 
the Agenda (Resolution WHA25.54; Documents A26/21 and A26/21 Add.1-3, A26/wp/5 and 
Add.l and Corr.l) (continued)
The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that the only matters remaining for its considera

tion under item 3.13 were the revised draft resolution presented at the previous meeting 
and the amendment thereto that had been proposed by the delegate of France, at whose 
instance the discussion had been adjourned.

Dr CAYIA (France) said that his delegation wished to withdraw its proposed amendment 
since it would apparently not attract a majority.

Dr SCHIRMER (Federal Republic of Germany) said that although his delegation could 
accept the basic idea of the revised draft resolution, it was concerned about operative 
paragraph 2 of part A, reading:

CALLS upon Israel to refrain from such practices as the destruction of the 
refugee shelters and the dispersal of the refugees;

If the draft resolution were adopted its wording would be used as the basis for the terms of 
reference of the special committee, and those terms of reference should not contain any 
criticism of any of the parties involved. He therefore moved the deletion of operative 
paragraph 2 of part A.

Mr HASSAN (Somalia) said that in an effort to obtain a larger majority his delegation 
was prepared to consider the basic principles of the amendment once proposed by the 
delegation of France. On behalf of the cosponsors he therefore amended the beginning of 
operative paragraph 1 of part В of the draft resolution to read:

1. DECIDES to establish a special committee of experts appointed by three 
Member States . , .
In addition the cosponsors were embodying the preambular paragraph suggested by the 

French delegation and reading:
Recalling Article 2 of the Constitution and notably paragraphs (a), (b), (d) ,

(i), and (v) together with Article 18 (m),
as a new fourth preambular paragraph in part В of their draft resolution.

Dr SACKS, Secretary, explained that, when voting took place, the amendment proposed by 
the delegate of the Federal Republic of Germany would be voted on first in accordance with 
the rules of procedure.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL drew attention to paragraph 13.1 of Article XIII of the Financial 
Regulations of WHO, that read:

Neither the Health Assembly nor the Executive Board shall take a decision involving 
expenditures unless it has before it a report from the Director-General on the 
administrative and financial implications of the proposal.
It was impossible for him to give the present Health Assembly any information about the 

real costs of the proposal because a series of unknown factors was included in the draft 
resolution. If the Health Assembly agreed, the financial implications of the resolution 
would be submitted to the next session of the Executive Board.

Mr EL REEDY (Egypt) proposed that the preambular paragraph just added to the draft 
resolution by the delegate of Somalia be amended to read:

Bearing in mind the principles enshrined in the Constitution of the World Health 
Organization.
Mr HASSAN (Somalia) accepted that amendment on behalf of the cosponsors.
Mr KHATTABI (Morocco), referring to the remarks made by the delegate of the Federal 

Republic of Germany, said that paragraph 2 of part A of the draft resolution had no bearing
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on the establishment of the special committee of experts, it referred only to refugees under 
the authority of UNRWA.

Mr de GEER (Netherlands) said that United Nations resolutions allowed either for the 
return of Palestinian refugees or for their financial compensation. To take that into 
account, he suggested that operative paragraph 1 of part A should read:

REAFFIRMS that the protection of the life and physical and mental health of the 
refugees and displaced persons necessitates that they immediately be afforded their 
right to return to their homes, or be compensated, in accordance with the relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations;
Mr EL REEDY (Egypt) considered that the sponsors had been right to mention the right 

of the refugees "to return to their homes, in accordance with the relevant resolutions of 
the United Nations", the basic resolution being General Assembly resolution 194(111). 
Delegates should also consider the paragraph in question in the light of previous resolutions 
of the World Health Assembly, which had adopted the same form of words on several occasions 
in the past. To mention financial compensation would not be correct, particularly as the 
World Health Assembly was concerned with the health situation of the refugees.

Mr de GEER (Netherlands) said that he did not wish to propose a formal amendment.
The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the amendment proposed by the delegate of the Federal 

Republic of Germany - namely, to delete operative paragraph 2 of part A of the revised 
draft resolution.

Decision: The amendment was rejected by 54 votes to 6, with 24 abstentions.
Dr TARCICI (Yemen) said that he would have wished for a roll-call vote on the amendment 

just rejected so that the countries that approved the destruction of refugee shelters might 
have been known.

The CHAIRMAN then put to the vote the revised draft resolution as amended during the 
meeting.

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was approved by 57 votes to 4, with 26 
abstentions.
Dr SCHIRMER (Federal Republic of Germany), replying to the delegate of Yemen, said that 

his reasons for wishing to delete paragraph 2 of part A of the draft resolution had nothing 
to do with the repercussions of the procedures mentioned there on the health situation of 
the populations of the occupied areas. The delegate of Morocco had correctly understood 
that.

Dr HAJ-HUSAIN (Iraq) explained that his delegation had voted in favour of the 
resolution, not because it was convinced that the measures proposed were the most appropriate 
ones, but because they were the mildest that could be taken by a humanitarian organization 
such as WHO.

Mr HEINRICI (Sweden) explained that the Swedish delegation was in agreement with the 
humanitarian aspects of the resolution, but had abstained from voting because the resolution 
had special political implications and the World Health Assembly was not the right forum for 
the adoption of resolutions of a political character.

Mr URQUIOLA (Philippines) said that his delegation’s vote in favour of the resolution 
should not be taken to imply that the Government of the Philippines had taken any position 
on the political issues that arose therefrom.

Dr MORK (Norway) said that his delegation had abstained from voting for the same 
reasons as those given by the delegate of Sweden.

Professor FERREIRA. (Brazil) said that his Government was always ready to agree to any 
action to protect any populations from racial, religious, and political oppression.
However, his delegation had abstained from voting as the matter was complicated by political 
questions.
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Mr de GEER (Netherlands) explained that his delegation had voted against the draft 
resolution because part of it had political implications. However, his delegation was 
sympathetic towards the problems of the Palestinian refugees.

2. DRAFT FIFTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE В (Document А2б/в/7)
The CHAIRMAN noted that the draft resolution just adopted by the Committee on item 3.13 

of the agenda would be attached subsequently to the draft report when it was submitted to 
the General Committee and to the plenary session.

Dr MIKEM (Togo), Rapporteur, read the draft fifth report of the Committee.
Decision: The report was adopted.

3. CLOSURE
After the customary exchange of courtesies, the CHAIRMAN declared the work of 

Committee В completed.

The meeting rose at 4.40 p.m.


