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During the course of its twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth meetings held on 22 and 23 
May 1973 the Committee decided to recommend to the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly the 
adoption of the attached resolutions concerning agenda items:

2.7 Urgent Need for Suspension of Testing of Nuclear Weapons 
WHO’s Programme for Human Health and Environment 
Development of Environmental Manpower 
Problems of the Human Environment

2.8 Long-term Planning of International Cooperation in Cancer Research



PROBLEMS OF THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT 
URGENT NEED FOR SUSPENSION OF TESTING OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS

The Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly,

Conscious of the potentially harmful consequences for the health of present and succeeding 
generations from any contamination of the environment resulting from nuclear weapons testing,

Recognizing that fall-out from nuclear weapons tests is an uncontrolled and unjustified 
addition to the radiation hazards to which mankind is exposed,

Expressing serious concern that nuclear weapons testing in the atmosphere has continued 
in disregard of the spirit of the Treaty banning nuclear weapons tests in the atmosphere, in 
outer space and under water,

Recalling the Constitution of the World Health Organization and in particular the 
following principles:

(1) that the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the
fundamental rights of every human being without distinction of race, religion, political
belief, economic and social conditions, and

(2) that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace and
security and is dependent upon the fullest cooperation of individuals and States,

Conscious also of the special responsibility of members of the United Nations family of 
organizations to express their concern, in the areas coming within their respective competences, 
about the implications for present and future generations of mankind of continued nuclear 
weapons testing,

Further recalling that the World Health Assembly in resolution WHA19.39 of May 1966 
called upon all countries to cooperate in preventing an increase in the level of background 
radiation in the interests of the health of the present and future generations of mankind,

Noting with regret that all States have not yet adhered to the Treaty banning nuclear 
weapons tests in the atmosphere, in outer space and under water, signed in Moscow on 
5 August 1963,

Further recalling Resolution 2934 A-С (XXVII) of the United Nations General Assembly 
of 29 November 1972 and Principle No. 26 of the Declaration of the United Nations Conference 
on the Human Environment that man and his environment must be spared the effects of nuclear 
weapons and all other means of mass destruction,

Further noting that certain Member States of the World Health Organization have in 
several fora expressed their overwhelming opposition to nuclear weapons testing, and 
especially to testing which exposed their peoples to radioactive fall-out,

Further noting and endorsing the views expressed by such bodies as UNSCEAR and the ICRP 
that any avoidable increase in the level of ionizing radiation in the atmosphere is unjusti
fiable and constitutes a potential long-term danger to health,
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1. EXPRESSES its deep concern at the threat to the health of present and future generations 
and at the damage to the human environment which might be expected from any increase in the 
level of ionizing radiation in the atmosphere,

2. DEPLORES therefore all nuclear weapons testing which results in such an increase in the 
level of ionizing radiation in the atmosphere and urges its immediate cessation,

3. INVITES the Director-General of the World Health Organization to bring this resolution 
to the attention of the Secretary-General of the United Nations with a request that he inform 
all member states of the United Nations of its contents.



-  4 -

WHO'S PROGRAMME FOR HUMAN HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

The Twenty—sixth World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolutions WHA24.47 and WHA25.58;

Noting the United Nations General Assembly Resolution a/res/2997 (XXVII)

Considering that WHO, which by virtue of its Constitution is the specialized agency 
concerned with health, should make a substantial contribution to the coordinated environment 
programme of the United Nations system by assuming leadership in the health aspects of the 
programme and by assisting governments in

(a) the improvement of environmental quality through the provision of adequate and 
safe water supply and wastes disposal facilities,

(b) the monitoring of pollutants harmful to health in air, water, food, soil and the 
working environment,

(c) the development of criteria and guides or primary standards for the protection of 
man's health from harmful environmental influences, and

(d) the promotion and coordination of appropriate research;

Drawing attention to the continued existence of biological pollution, particularly in 
some developing countries, as a result of inadequate environmental sanitation and community 
water supply facilities;

Renewing its invitation to governments and other bodies, particularly the United Nations 
Environment Programme, to provide additional resources which would enable WHO to extend its 
environmental health programme, as described in the Director-General's report,1

Emphasizing that the solution of environmental health problems depends on an inter
disciplinary approach and coordination between many programmes,

1. THANKS the Director-General for his report^ and endorses the action taken to reinforce 
and implement the Organization's long-term programme in environmental health in accordance 
with resolutions WHA24.47 and WHA25.58 and the recommendations made by the United Nations 
Conference on the Human Environment;

2. RECOMMENDS that governments:

(1) provide adequate resources and infrastructures for national environmental health 
programmes;
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(2) participate in the WHO long-term programme in environmental health, particularly 
in the formulation of environmental health criteria by contributing reviews on national 
research related to the health effects of environmental pollution and other environ
mental agents;

(3) take an active part in WHO programmes on the monitoring of levels and trends and 
the health effects of environmental factors in air, water, food, soil and the working 
environment ; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(1) to accord high priority in the programme of the Organization to the implementa
tion of the long-term programme in environmental health, emphasizing

(a) the assessment of the effects of environmental conditions on health,

(b) basic sanitation, with particular stress on safe water supplies, and other 
methods of environmental control,

(c) the development of systems for the monitoring of pollutants and other 
environmental factors that may be harmful to health in air, water, food, soil 
and the working environment,

(d) the early identification of health hazards and prevention of their effects;

(2) to provide assistance to Member States in assessing environmental health conditions, 
in the planning and implementation of environmental control programmes, and in obtaining 
suitable technology;

(3) to study and develop a coordinated programme for the assessment of the effects on 
man of biological, chemical and physical agents in the environment, including new and 
potentially hazardous substances used in the home, in industrial production and in 
agriculture, to prepare new WHO criteria documents on the environmental health effects 
of such agents, and to bring the existing criteria documents regularly up to date;

(4) to promote, strengthen and coordinate research on the health effects of environ
mental pollutants and other environmental factors, particularly the combined and long
term effects, and to develop protocols for experimental and epidemiological studies, a 
uniform terminology and agreed definitions, in collaboration with national institutions 
and interested agencies;

(5) to continue to collaborate with other international agencies, particularly the 
United Nations Environment Programme and the United Nations Development Programme;

(6) to accept and make full use of resources, not only from the regular budget of the 
Organization but also from the United Nations Environment Fund and from voluntary 
contributions, in accordance with paragraph 3(d) of resolution WHA24.47; and

(7) to report to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly on progress achieved in the 
implementation of the Organization's long-term programme in environmental health, 
including collaboration with and within the United Nations Environment Programme.
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DEVELOPMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANPOWER

The Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolutions WHA21.20 and WHA23.35 concerning the training of health personnel 
and resolutions WHA.24.47 and WHA25.58 concerning the human environment;

Referring to Recommendation No. 7 of the United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment held in Stockholm in June 1972, which stresses the need to institute specialized 
training programmes in regard to environmental matters;

Considering that the prevention of the hazards resulting from harmful environmental 
factors requires the participation of very different types of personnel responsible for a 
large variety of tasks within the health services, other bodies, industry and research;

Aware of the complexity, diversity and extent of the health problems that these hazards 
entail and which are frequently more than national in scope, in both developed and developing 
countries ;

Recognizing the need to provide the various categories of health and environmental 
manpower with common multidisciplinary knowledge, thus ensuring the unity of views that is 
indispensable for public health purposes,

1. RECOMMENDS that Member States :

(1) introduce or strengthen teaching of the health sciences within training programmes 
for the various categories of environmental manpower;

(2) give priority to the use of such manpower within the institutions responsible for 
planning and carrying out coordinated programmes to promote health and to improve the 
human environment as well as at all operational levels;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(1) to extend the assistance given to Member States in determining their requirements 
for environmental manpower in connexion with health;

(2) to provide assistance and means of coordination for the preparation and implemen
tation of programmes at the regional and inter-regional levels for the training of 
specialists in health, human ecology and environmental sciences and technology;

(3) to contribute to those training programmes in so far as budgetary resources permit, 
by providing fellowships and qualified teaching staff, by organizing long-term and 
short-term courses, seminars and other meetings in order to promote the acquisition of 
skills and the exchange of knowledge and information, on the basis of a systematic 
approach to the planning of training, and by studying the possibility of designating 
international and regional centres for the training of environmental manpower;

(4) to continue to collaborate with other intergovernmental institutions and with 
the nongovernmental organizations concerned with a view to coordinating the various 
aspects of the training programmes; and

3. ASKS governments and other sources for voluntary contributions with a view to the 
rapid establishment and development of programmes for training environmental manpower, 
programmes which could also benefit from contributions derived from other sources.
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PROBLEMS OF THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

The Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly,

Considering the unprecedented drought that is affecting a number of African countries
and is seriously endangering the conditions of the human environment in that part of the 
world ;
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Considering the serious undernutrition that is already affecting the millions of 
inhabitants of the areas concerned as a result of the enormous losses of crops and livestock;

Concerned by the threat of famine in these countries in the coming weeks and months;

Aware that the problems of undernutrition, morbidity and mortality arising from this 
natural disaster are directly within the field of concerns and activities of WHO, which has 
always been concerned with the protection of the human environment ;

Considering the serious limitations that will affect the States concerned on account of 
the very marked reduction in their economic and other resources; and

Remaining mindful of the desperate needs caused by natural calamities in other countries 
that may require similar help;

1. REQUESTS the World Health Organization to use its moral standing and statutory powers 
to submit and support a request for immediate and substantial assistance in the way of food 
for the threatened countries from the appropriate bodies of the United Nations family (FAO, 
UNDP, WFP, etc.);

2. URGES Member States to provide or continue to provide the African States affected with 
assistance in the way of food;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to implement the essential prophylactic and therapeutic 
measures required in a situation which can only become worse; and

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to report on the medical aspects of this situation and 
distribute this resolution with additional information to Member States, United Nations 
organizations and other appropriate international agencies.
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LONG-TERM PLANNING OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
IN CANCER RESEARCH

The Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly,

In view of the exceptional importance for national and international health of cancer as 
a major cause of mortality and of morbidity in many countries;

Recognizing that work on cancer absorbs a substantial and increasing part of the 
financial and other resources of Member States and of their research institutions and that 
in some countries cancer patients absorb a high proportion of the treatment facilities;

Realizing that the problems of cancer are extremely complex and are unlikely to be fully 
elucidated by any one country or by the efforts of many countries without coordination between 
them;

Conscious of the ever increasing possibilities for international cooperation, both 
governmental and nongovernmental, in the study of the causes and mechanisms of malignant 
disease and in the development of programmes for its treatment and prevention;

Believing that such coordinated international action is essential if the elucidation of 
the problems associated with cancer is to be accelerated;

1. CONSIDERS

(1) that the main effort in cancer research should be made by the national research 
organizations of Member States but that their activities should be coordinated and uniform 
methodology should be used wherever possible; and

(2) that such coordination can best be achieved through an integrated, comprehensive 
programme to which institutions of Member States may adhere to the extent that they so 
desire and which would cover, inter alia, the standardization of methods and of terminology, 
epidemiological studies, and the development of methods for the early diagnosis and treatment 
of cancer and of preventive measures, including the identification and removal of carcinogens 
from the environment;

2. BELIEVES that, under the leadership of the World Health Organization, a broad 
international programme should be designed in cooperation with the International Agency for 
Research on Cancer, the International Union Against Cancer and other interested international 
bodies, in accordance with their constitutions and in pursuance with resolution WHA25.60 and 
that the components of the comprehensive programme should be regularly reviewed in the light 
of the progress achieved.

3. DEEMS IT NECESSARY to develop, for each recommended line of research;

(1) a central record of the more promising studies being carried out along with 
concrete proposals for research and methodology;

(2) a list of reference centres and collaborating institutions;

(3) a computer-based information service which, inter alia, would collect and 
disseminate data on the results of ongoing studies and on relevant new developments in 
medicine, biology and other sciences;
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4. REQUESTS the Director-General

(1) to convene, if it is possible to do so without drawing on the regular budgets for 
1973 and 1974, a meeting of experts, of representatives of Member States and of the 
nongovernmental organizations concerned to make recommendations for a long-term programme for 
international cooperation in the field of cancer; and

(2) to prepare, on the basis of these recommendations, a programme for international 
cooperation, and submit it to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly.


