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REPORT OF THE LEON BERNARD FOUNDATION COMMITTEE
(Meeting of 22 January 1973)

The Léon Bernard Foundation Committee met on 22 January 1973 in conformity with the 
Statutes of the Léon Bernard Foundation under the chairmanship of Dr N. Ramzi, to propose to 
the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly a candidate for the award of the Léon Bernard 
Foundation Prize in 1973. The Committee noted the replies received to the Director-General's 
letter of 20 September 1972 requesting nominations, and examined the documentation received 
in support of the proposed candidates.

The Committee decided to consider the nomination submitted by the National Health 
Administration of Pakistan which arrived after 11 December 1972, the closing date given in 
the Director-General's letter.

The Committee decided to recommend to the World Health Assembly that the Léon Bernard 
Foundation Prize be awarded in 1973 to Dr Keizo Nobechi, Japan.

During more than half a century of active service, Dr Keizo Nobechi has made outstanding 
contributions in the fields of social medicine and public health. His pioneer work on 
cholera vibrios was an important contribution to the knowledge of the epidemiology of the 
disease and led to the introduction of the control measures currently in use.

Dr Nobechi also introduced a new method of sero-diagnosis of syphilis which helped to 
improve the measures of control of a disease of recognized social importance.

There can be no doubt that his work in the fields of cholera, syphilis and tuberculosis 
has been of great value to public health and research workers throughout the world.

In addition, for 20 years Dr Nobechi devoted himself to the teaching of public health 
at various universities in his native land, and this provided him with a unique chance of 
raising a generation of graduates interested in the social aspects of public health in their 
country.


