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1. HEADQUARTERS ACCOMMODATION: FUTURE REQUIREMENTS: Item 3.14 of the Agenda (Resolutions 

WHA24.22, paragraph 3, and EB49.R33; Official Records No. 198, Annex 6; Documents 

А25/30, A25 ¡30 Add.l and А25.31) 

Dr BEDAYA- NGARO, representative of the Executive Board, introducing the item, said that 

in resolution WHA24.22 the Twenty- fourth World Health Assembly had requested the Director - 

General to report to the Executive Board at its forty -ninth session on plans for the permanent 

addition to headquarters accommodation. The Director -General had submitted the report 

reproduced in Official Records No. 198, Annex 6. He had informed the Board that the land on 

which the permanent addition would be constructed had been acquired. He had also provided 

the Board with a revised projection of needs for office accommodation at headquarters, covering 

the period 1972 -1982, according to which the number of headquarters staff in 1982 would be 

1700. That projection was an extrapolation of the estimate provided to the Twentieth World 

Health Assembly, which could be found in Official Records No. 160, page 87. The Director - 

General had made preliminary studies, based on that projection, which indicated that a new 

building of about 150 000 square metres would be required. According to 1971 prices, the 

probable cost of such a building would be approximately Sw.fr. 55 000 000. In order to 

give the Health Assembly more precise indications of the type of building and its cost it 

would be necessary to engage a qualified architect. The Director -General had accordingly 

suggested that the Executive Board establish an ad hoc building committee to advise him with 

regard to the procedure for the choice of an architect and otherwise advise him in relation 

to the development of submissions to the present Assembly. 

The Director -General had emphasized the need to envisage the designation of a small 

secretariat group to devote full -time attention to the development of plans for the new 

building in collaboration with the architect and ultimately to supervise the construction of 

the building. He had proposed that the cost of the group be financed from the Real Estate 

Fund. 

The Director -General had indicated that it would be advisable to reduce the repercussions 
on the contributions of Member States of the Expenditure relating to the new building by 

constituting a reserve in the Real Estate Fund through annual appropriations of available 
casual income. 

The Executive Board had examined in detail the estimates of staff to be accommodated 
and their implications for the size of the new building. Some Board members had expressed 

the hope that the headquarters staff would not continue to increase indefinitely. Others 

had considered it advisable to make estimates covering a period longer than 10 years so far 

as that was possible, since the preparation of plans and the construction of the building 

would take at least five years. In its resolution EB49.R33 the Board, in accordance with 

the Director -General's suggestion, had established an ad hoc building committee and had 

drawn up its terms of reference, authorizing it to report directly to the Twenty-fifth 

World Health Assembly. The reports of the ad hoc committee, of which Professor Aujaleu had 

been appointed chairman, were contained in documents А25/30 and А25/30 Add.l. 

The Director -General's report on the construction of the underground garage was contained 

in document А25/31. 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director -General, introducing the Director -General's report on the 

construction of the underground garage (document А25/31), said that the construction work 

was well advanced. According to present estimates, the cost would be slightly lower than 

the original estimates. Credits to cover the cost were being built up from rental charges to 

staff members for parking space in the existing underground garage. The charge had been 

increased to an average of Sw.fr. 40 per month in October 1971. 

Professor AUJALEU (France) said that the ad hoc building committee, of which he was chair - 

man, had first examined the Director- General's estimates of staff to be accommodated. The 

present headquarters building had been constructed to accommodate some 1000 staff members; the 

staff now consisted of about 1200 members paid out of the regular budget and 75 paid from 

extrabudgetary funds. There was also a temporary building which would, however, have to 
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be pulled down to make way for a road that the Canton of Geneva would build to provide access 
to the new ILO building and to the WHO building. A second temporary building was under con- 
struction, which it was expected would remain for a considerable time. The ad hoc committee 
had reached the conclusion that in 1982 there would probably be some 1500 staff members paid 
from the regular budget - an increase of 300 in 10 years, or of 30 per year; in addition, 

there would probably be an increase of 75 in the staff paid from extrabudgetary funds, making 
a total of 1650 staff members to be accommodated in 1982. 

The committee had considered it wrong that a building that might not be ready before the 

end of 1976 should be already full within five years, and had therefore requested the Director - 

General to try to estimate the growth of the headquarters staff between 1982 and 1987. The 

Director -General's estimate for that period, which, however, was less precise than the 
estimate for the period up to 1982, was that there would be 1650 staff members paid from the 

regular budget in 1987 and 200 paid from extrabudgetary funds - a total of 1850 staff members. 

The ad hoc committee had questioned the validity of that estimate, since it seemed that the 

numbers of headquarters staff should become stabilized. 

The ad hoc committee had also had the task of revising and if possible refining the 

estimates of the probable cost of the additional accommodation. The Director -General had 

based his estimate on the cost of the existing headquarters building; however, that estimate 
had had to be increased owing to the rise in building costs in Geneva and to be reduced 

because the new building would be less elaborate. The result was an estimate of 
Sw.fr. 55 000 000 for a building to meet the needs for staff accommodation in 1982. The 

estimate was, however, very approximate and an architect would be required to make a more 
accurate one. 

The ad hoc committee had also considered the question of the best use of the land 

acquired by the Organization for the new building and had noted that one or two buildings 
could be constructed at right angles to the present building that would be large enough to 
meet the needs of the Organization for the next 15 or 20 years. 

As regards the procedure to be followed for choosing an architect to draw up plans and 

estimates, the ad hoc committee had agreed with the Director -General that it was not necessary 

to have an architectural competition. It had also felt that it would be preferable to have 
a Swiss architect who would be familiar with the building regulations in the Canton of Geneva. 

The committee therefore proposed that there should be a selection committee, consisting of 

a number of high -ranking architects, the Director -General and the Chairman of the ad hoc 

committee, that would choose from a list submitted to it an architect to carry out the 

preliminary work. If the Health Assembly agreed to that procedure, that committee could meet 

immediately after the fiftieth session of the Executive Board. 

As regards the ad hoc committee's mandate to provide the Director -General with such advice 
as he might require regarding any other aspects of the construction of additional headquarters 
accommodation, the committee had considered the possibility of having "open -plan" offices in 

the new building, which would result in economy of space and which were said to facilitate 
communication. The committee had come to the conclusion, however, that "office landscaping" 

was unsuitable for an international organization with a staff of many different nationalities 

and habits; it had considered that, although the possibility might be studied, it would be 
preferable to maintain the system of separate offices. 

If the Health Assembly accepted the ad hoc committee's proposals, an architect could 

carry out the preliminary work during the 12 months following the current Health Assembly and 

meanwhile the Director -General could approach the Fondation des Immeubles pour les Organisations 
internationales (FIPOI) with regard to a low- interest loan to finance part of the construction 

costs. 
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Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom) asked whether it was necessary to demolish the 
existing temporary building. Would it not be possible to construct the new road so that it 

did not pass through the site of that building? With regard to the choice of an architect, 
he wondered whether Swiss nationality was essential. There were surely others capable of 
erecting a suitable building. He was not in favour of open -plan offices for the new building; 
in his view, they might produce results exactly the opposite of those anticipated by their 
advocates. 

In relation to all those matters, he pointed out that no formal decision had yet been 
taken to construct a new building. 

Mr GALAHOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) asked whether the present temporary 
building was fully occupied by WHO staff. He also asked whether the Organization would 
receive any financial compensation for its demolition. 

With regard to the proposed new building, he asked whether the ad hoc committee had 
estimated that the number of staff paid out of extrabudgetary funds would increase at the 

same rate as the number paid from the regular budget. In his opinion, that would not be 
the case, since the regular budget was increasing more rapidly than extrabudgetary funds. 

Finally, in the Director -General's report to the forty -ninth session of the Executive 
Board (Official Records Ni. 198, Annex 6) it was stated that, in the interest of keeping 
additional assessments on Member States to a minimum, financing of the construction of the 
new permanent building should be accomplished, as far as possible, by building up credits in 

the Real Estate Fund by the appropriation of casual income. He thought that, in view of the 
present precarious financial situation, the advantage to Member States might be illusory. 
If that were not so, how long did the Director - General think it would take to build up 
sufficient credits? 

Mr EYE (United States of America) said that the ad hoc committee had made a valuable 
study and that good progress had been made. 

He requested that, when the construction of the new building had been decided upon, 

consideration be given to appointing a general contractor to coordinate the work of the sub- 

contractors. 

His delegation was not opposed to the procedure proposed by the ad hoc committee for 
further study of the matter or to its proposals concerning the choice of an architect. 

However, it had some misgivings concerning the estimate for construction costs. If 

experience with the construction of the extension of the building of the Regional Office for 

Africa could be taken as a precedent, an increase of some 40% over the estimates might be 

anticipated. Therefore a more careful study of the estimates was necessary. 

His delegation was opposed to the proposal to transfer credits for the construction of 

the new building to the Real Estate Fund and considered that the money should remain in the 

Assembly Suspense Account, first, because the Real Estate Fund was not an actuarial account 

but a fund for financing construction projects, and secondly because it would be to the 

advantage of the Organization, in the present uncertain financial situation, to leave the 

money uncommitted for the present. Moreover, WHO could get a rate of interest of 3.25 % on 

moneys left in the Assembly Suspense Account. 

His delegation approved the proposal to approach FIPOI for a loan. He understood that 

FIPOI charged a rate of interest of 3 % per annum on loans if the cost of borrowing on the 

general market was less than 5 %, and 3.5% if it was more than 5 %. 

Dr BOXALL (Australia) said that his delegation supported the ad hoc committee's proposal 

to establish a selection committee to appoint an architect. 
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With regard to the estimate of the number of staff to be accommodated at headquarters, 
however, he thought that further study was required. There must be an optimum level for 
headquarters staff which should not be exceeded. His delegation would not wish WHO to be 
the subject of a second capacity study. He therefore thought that a study should be made 
of the possibility of further regionalization, of instituting more local control of programmes, 
and proposed that the Committee's draft resolution on future requirements for headquarters 
accommodation should include a request for such a study. 

Dr SUМВUNG (Indonesia), pointing out that the growth in staff was related to the growth 
of WHO's programmes, asked if the Director - General could give some information on the likely 

development of the programme up to 1987. He also asked what sort of organization was likely 

to be required to carry out the programme; would it be highly centralized, or not? 

Dr ABSOLUМ (New Zealand) said that his delegation agreed that there was a need for a new 
headquarters building within the next five years and considered that it would be wise to 
start preparations immediately. He emphasized the need for ensuring that the new building 
could be extended easily and without undue expense. 

He supported the proposal of the delegate of Australia for a study of the possibility of 

further regionalization in WHO. 

Finally, he asked who was responsible for authorizing the accommodation in the headquarters 
building of staff not paid from the regular budget. 

Mr ROBILLARD (Canada), commenting on the estimates of the growth of headquarters staff, 
said that continual growth might bring about diminishing returns. He agreed with the delegate 
of Australia that it might be wise to transfer more activities to the regions and supported 
his proposal that a request for the study of that possibility be included in the Committee's 
draft resolution. 

He noticed that some of the additional headquarters accommodation was required to 

provide for staff paid under extrabudgetary funds. He asked whether the organizations 
providing those funds paid anything for the rent of offices; if they did not, it might be 

advisable to consider whether they should do so, in order to help pay for the construction of 
the new building. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL, replying to the question of the delegate of the USSR regarding 
possible compensation for the demolition of the temporary building, said that that building 

was built on land belonging to the Canton of Geneva and it had been clearly understood that 
WHO would give up the land when the Canton needed it. There was no question of compensation. 

In reply to the question of the delegate of the United Kingdom regarding the access road, 

he said that arrangements might be made for a temporary deviation, but finally the road would 
have to pass through the land on which the temporary building at present stood. 

With regard to the question of the delegate of New Zealand regarding accommodation for 
staff paid out of extrabudgetary funds, he said that those funds, which included large sums 
from, for instance, the United Nations Fund for Population Activities, were being used in 
support of important programmes being carried out by WHO; it was therefore impossible to ask 
for payment in respect of the office space occupied by WHO staff paid from those funds. 

In reply to the delegate of Indonesia, he said that it would be normal to relate the 

growth in manpower required to the growth in programmes. However, WHO, like other inter- 

national organizations, was subject to fluctuations of interest in various activities that 

made it difficult to project how its programme would develop. There was currently great 

interest in developing work in the control of drug dependence and in the protection of the 
human environment, and if funds for that work were forthcoming, more staff would be needed. 

There was also some question of increasing, under extrabudgetary funds, the assistance 

provided to governments in connexion with research. 
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It was possible that the new temporary building might be filled sooner than had been 
originally estimated, because of the impending use of the Chinese language in the Organization. 
It had been possible to predict that that would happen, but not when it would happen. 

All the factors he had mentioned made it difficult to make an accurate, scientifically 
based projection of the development of WHO's programme, and consequently, of the number of 
staff that would be required. The present position was that WHO had one temporary building 
completely occupied and some staff in temporary accommodation leased to WHO by the United 
Nations. It was thought that the new permanent building would be completely occupied in six 
to seven years - the time it would take to construct it. 

With regard to the remarks of the delegate of Australia concerning regionalization, he 
said that activities directly relating to assistance to governments were decentralized to the 
regional offices. There were, however, universal activities that had to be directed from 
headquarters, and the estimates of the staff to be accommodated in the future were directly 
related to those activities. In that connexion he recalled that there had been a suggestion 
that WHO concentrate more on research and decrease its normal direct assistance to Member 
States, it being thought that the latter assistance could be covered by extrabudgetary funds. 

In reply to the delegate of the United States of America, he said that WHO would get the 
same rate of interest on funds transferred to the Real Estate Fund as on those left in the 
Assembly Expense Account. He added that he had approached FIPOI regarding the possibility of 
a loan and had been told that one could be arranged at a rate of interest of 3.5 %. However, 

FIPOI considered that there might be difficulty in providing all the funds required and was 
anxious to know how much WHO would need. 

With regard to the remarks of the delegate of the USSR on the proposal to finance 
construction of the new building as far as possible from casual income, he said that it was 
a fact that in the end the cost would be borne by Member States. Nevertheless, governments 
were normally less reluctant to accept the use of casual income for a particular purpose than 
to agree to an increase in their contributions for that purpose. 

Dr DE CONINCK (Belgium) congratulated the ad hoc building committee on its reports. His 

delegation was in favour of constructing a new headquarters building and asked only that it 

should be planned sufficiently large to avoid disagreable surprises in the future and that 

construction should begin as soon as possible, because the longer it was delayed the more it 
would cost. 

i 
Dr BEDAYA- NGARO, representative of the Executive Board, assured the Committee that, as 

could be seen from the summary records of its deliberations, the Board had taken fully into 
account all the aspects on which comments had been made during the present discussion. 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director -General, replying to the United Kingdom delegate, explained 
that it was not necessary for the architect to be of Swiss nationality but he would have to be 

established in Switzerland. An international competition for selecting an architect, such as 

had been arranged for the existing building, would not be appropriate for the new building, 
since there would not be the same freedom of design. The design of the new building would 
have to accord with that of the present one and be subordinate to it. Moreover, a competition 
would add at least a year to the planning time and the Organization could not afford to wait 

that long. The architect would therefore be selected from a list prepared in accordance with 

criteria proposed by the Director -General and approved by the ad hoc building committee. These 

were that the architect should have been established for at least five years in Switzerland, 

that he should be able to supply proof that he had already constructed at least one building 

of similar character in Switzerland, and that he had the necessary facilities to undertake the 

construction of a building of the size required (150 000 m2). He would also be required to 

use computer data -processing techniques in planning and costing to minimize the risks that 

unforeseen elements might lead to unpleasant surprises later. There was no commitment to a 

design based on "office landscaping "; this was merely one of the possibilities under 

consideration. 
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In reply to the USSR delegate's question as to the time interval envisaged for financing 
from casual income, he explained that, since the estimated cost of the building was a little 
over $ 14 million, if between $ 1.5 and 2 million a year could be found from casual income, 
and allowing for the interest accruing, repayment would take between seven and ten years. It 

was doubtful, however, whether that amount could be found each year from casual income, and 
it was for that reason that the FIPOI would be asked for a loan. This foundation granted 
loans for a period of up to 20 years at an interest rate of about 3.5 %. 

He also assured the United States delegate that the possibility of using a general 

contractor was under consideration. That had already been done for both temporary buildings 
and found to be very satisfactory. He agreed that very careful study was needed to avoid 

overrunning the costs, as far as possible. That was, however, very difficult to achieve and 
in most building projects overruns occurred. Building costs in Switzerland had been rising 
by about 8% a year over the past few years and that factor would certainly have to be taken 
into account. 

Professor AUJALEU (France) said that the ad hoc committee had already examined the 
possibility of increased regionalization as a means of reducing the rate of expansion at 
headquarters. It was for this reason that the committee had not fully accepted the projections 
made for the period 1982 -1987, for even if the absolute increase during that period was the 
same as in 1972 -1982, the relative increase would be smaller. The committee had therefore 
considered that the rate of increase would tend to become constant. This question did not 
appear to him, however, to be of great importance. When the present building had been planned, 
the capital error had been made of underestimating the expansion and the result had been a 
building that had soon proved too small. The same mistake should not be made again. 

The question of the recruitment of personnel for the regional offices rather than for 
headquarters was one for the Assembly itself to decide in accordance with the proposals made 
by the Director -General at any given time. 

Mr GALAHOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), clarifying his earlier questions, said 
that he wished to know whether the temporary building was being fully occupied by WHO staff 
and whether it was correct to assume that the rate of increase in staff paid from extrabudgetary 
sources was the same as the rate of increase in staff paid from the regular budget. 

Professor VANNUGLI (Italy) emphasized the difficulties in making projections regarding 
increases in staff, since this could not be considered a natural growth process. It was up 
to successive World Health Assemblies to decide what the growth should be and it was impossible 
to know what decisions future Assemblies would take. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL, answering the delegate of the USSR, reaffirmed that the temporary 
building was entirely occupied by WHO staff and added that, in addition, some staff had to be 
accommodated in rented premises. With regard to future staff increases, he pointed out that 
not all projections could be based on past experience. The projections that had been made 
had been based on a study of growth rates in past years, but they were mere mathematical pro- 
jections, since the data were lacking for making scientific projections. 

Mr GALAHOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) announced that his delegation maintained 
the stand it had taken in previous years: in view of the difficult financial situation, he 
did not agree that the question of a new building could be considered as of high priority. 

Dr BOXALL (Australia), Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Twenty -fifth World Health Assembly, 

Noting the reports of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board on Headquarters 
Accommodation and of the Director -General; 

Noting with satisfaction that the Organization has acquired the necessary additional 
land for the construction of the addition to the headquarters accommodation; 
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Noting the preliminary estimates of the volume and cost of construction involved, 
taking into account the staffing projections that have been made for the period up to 
1982; and 

Recognizing that more precise estimates cannot be made available to the Assembly 

until an architectural study has been carried out, 

1. APPROVES the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board regarding 

the manner of choosing an architect to prepare the required preliminary study and more 

complete estimates of the volume and cost of the building; 

2. AUTHORIZES the Director -General to enter into a contract with the architect thus 

chosen, such a contract being limited, pending any further decision by the Assembly, to 

the preparation of preliminary plans and estimates; 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General to submit the resulting plans and estimates to the 
Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board for examination and comment; 

4. REQUESTS the Director -General to explore with the Fondation des Immeubles pour les 
Organisations internationales (FIPOI) the possibilities of obtaining a low- interest loan 

to cover a substantial portion of the cost of construction; 

5. REQUESTS the Director -General and the Executive Board, or its Ad Hoc Committee as 
appropriate, to present to the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly a full report on the 

architectural, financial and other aspects of the proposed building project so as to 

enable that Assembly to take a final decision regarding the authorization of the 

construction. 

Mr ROBILLARD (Canada), referring to the fourth operative paragraph of the resolution, 

suggested that the words "a substantial portion" might be replaced by "as large a portion as 

possible ". 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL replied that this was purely a question of semantics and that the 

end result would be exactly the same. 

Mr ROBILLARD (Canada) accepted that assurance. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

2. REAL ESTATE FUND: Item 3.15 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA23.14 and EB49.R34; 

Document А25/32) 

Dr BEDAYA- NGARO, representative of the Executive Board, said that the Director -General 

had presented to the forty -ninth session of the Executive Board a report on the status of the 

projects financed from the Real Estate Fund as authorized by previous Assemblies and in 

accordance with the estimated requirements for the period 1 June 1972 to 31 May 1973. In 

resolution EB49.R34 the Board had requested the Director -General to submit to the Assembly an 

up -to -date report, taking into account the developments between January and April. This 

report would be found in document А25/32. In the same resolution the Executive Board had 

also recommended to the Assembly that it should appropriate to the Real Estate Fund from 

casual income the credits necessary to meet the needs for the next 12 months. The third 

operative paragraph of the Board's resolution recommended that the Assembly should consider 

the additional appropriation to the Real Estate Fund of any balance of casual income after 

making provision for immediate needs and after deducting any sums appropriated to help 

finance the 1973 budget and the supplementary estimates for 1972. That additional credit 
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was intended to finance the construction of the permanent extension of the headquarters 

building. It was the opinion of the Board that the adoption of such a measure by the Health 

Assembly and, it was to be hoped, by future Assemblies, would not only constitute an act of 

farsighted financial management but would also considerably reduce the repercussions of the 

cost of the new building on the assessments of Member States. 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director -General, recalled that the document А25/32 reported only 

the changes that had taken place since January. They were grouped in 12 -month periods 

corresponding to the dates on which the projects had originally been approved. For the 

period 1 June 1970 to 31 May 1971, the only major change had been a further increase in the 

anticipated cost of the building for the Regional Office for Africa. The architect's 

original estimate had proved to be unrealistic in view of the rising costs of construction, 

but the new estimate, representing an increase of $ 215 000, was a firm bid and could be con- 

sidered reliable. There had also been a small increase due to a change in the exchange rate 

between the CFA and the US$, making it necessary to revise upwards by $ 7000 the cost of staff 

housing in Brazzaville. Between 1 June 1971 and 31 May 1972 there had been an increase of 

$ 6000 in the cost of construction of the parking area at the Regional Office for South -East 

Asia. For the period 1 June 1972 to 31 May 1973, the only increase was an additional 

$ 3000 in the estimated cost of the extension to the Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediterranean in order to take advantage of the possibility of building four more offices 

than originally contemplated. It was obviously more economical to do this as part of the 

present construction programme than to leave it until later. 

He then gave a brief analysis of the supplementary credits shown in paragraph 9 on page 2 

of document А25/32. For the first period, to the original estimate of $ 138 040 there had to 

be added $ 7000 for staff housing in Brazzaville and $ 215 000 for the building for the 

Regional Office for Africa, making a total of $ 360 040; for the second period, the addition 

$ 6000 for parking space at the South-East Asia Regional Office to the original estimate of 

$ 213 752 gave $ 219 752; and for the third period, the original estimate of $ 257 800 had to 

be increased by $ 3000 for the extension to the building for the Eastern Mediterranean Regional 

Office. This made a total for the three periods of $ 840 592, from which had to be deducted 

$ 260 000, representing the interest earnings on the Real Estate Fund. The revised net total 

was therefore $ 580 600. He reminded the Committee that there was the additional need to 

consider building up reserves for the Real Estate Fund to provide for increased headquarters 

accommodation, with a view to avoiding undue increases in the assessments of Member States 

later on. 

With reference to the Zone Office building to be constructed in Brasilia, as mentioned 

in paragraph 8 of the document, he said that when the document had been prepared the Director - 

General had not yet received a reply from the Government of Brazil regarding the possibility 

that they might contribute to the cost of the building. The Government had, however, sub- 

sequently replied that they did not intend to make a financial contribution and that their 

assistance would be limited to the gift of the necessary land. 

Dr ALY (Egypt) announced that the Government of Egypt had agreed to extend for a further 

period of 15 years the lease of land to the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean at 

a nominal rent of 15 piastres per annum. In doing so, his Government was manifesting its 

support for the humanitarian efforts of WHO. 

Mr ROBILLARD (Canada) shared the concern of the delegate of the United States of America 

regarding the possibility that the allocation of credits from casual income to the Real Estate 

Fund might place some restriction on the use of that fund in 1972 or 1973. He asked whether 

the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly would be able to reallocate the use of these sums. 

If so, he would have no objection to the proposed measures. 

Mr GALAHOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, in view of the continuing 

financial crisis and the need to resolve urgent public health problems, he did not consider 

it appropriate to transfer to the Real Estate Fund the sums mentioned in the document. 
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Mr EYE (United States of America) reiterated his delegation's view that, because of the 
many problems facing the Organization, the sums under discussion should remain unappropriated. 
He also expressed some uneasiness about the subvention of $ 100 000 for the PAHO building in 
Brasilia. He had understood that the building in Rio de Janeiro was in the name and title of 
WHO and that it would be sold to help defray the cost of the move to Brasilia. He pointed 
out that the Zone Office served only one country - Brazil - and was afraid this might create 
a precedent for the establishment of other offices and cause difficulties in the future. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL, reassuring the United States delegate, explained that since a 

special situation existed in the Region of the Americas, that would not constitute a precedent 
for other parts of the world. All the other zones in the Americas covered more than one 
country, but because Brazil was so large the Zone Office covered only that country. WHO had 
never had any expenses in connexion with buildings, including the Regional Office, in the 

Region of the Americas. It was correct that, because of the host agreement, the title of 
the building in Rio de Janeiro was in the name of WHO but the money had come from РАНО. The 
building in Rio de Janeiro could be sold for about $ 75 000 and the new building in Brasilia 
was going to cost nearly $ 400 000. That big difference was due to the rather unusual 
architectural conditions in Brasilia. He had written asking the Government of Brazil whether 
they would be prepared to contribute towards the cost of construction, but they had replied 
that their help would be limited to a gift of land. He emphasized that the proposed contri- 
bution of WHO represented, in any case, only about a quarter of the total cost of construction 
and that WHO needed the new office accommodation to be able to carry on its programme in the 
Region of the Americas. 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director -General, returning to the question of how much casual income 
remained available as a contribution towards the cost of construction of the permanent extension 
to the headquarters building, said that if $ 580 600 were appropriated to the Real Estate Fund 

to meet current needs, as proposed by the Director -General in document А25/32, an amount of 

$ 879 835 would remain for appropriation to the Real Estate Fund towards the cost of construc- 

tion of the new headquarters building. Thus, any resolution put before the Assembly for 

appropriations to the Real Estate Fund to meet both current needs and the cost of the permanent 

extension to the headquarters building would have to be for a total amount of $ 1 460 435. 

Dr BOXALL (Australia), Rapporteur, then read out the following draft resolution on 

appropriation to the Real Estate Fund: 

The Twenty -fifth World Health Assembly, 

Noting the report of the Director -General on the status of projects authorized for 

financing from the Real Estate Fund and on the immediate requirements of the Fund for 

the twelve -month period beginning 1 June 1972, at present estimated at approximately 

US$ 580 600; and 

Noting and accepting the recommendation of the Executive Board that additional 
credits be built up in the Real Estate Fund from casual income in order to meet a 

substantial part of the ultimate cost of construction of the permanent addition to 

headquarters accommodation, 

APPROPRIATES to the Real Estate Fund, from casual income, the sum of US$ 1 460 435. 

Mr EYE (United States of America) stated that he was not opposed to the figure of 

$ 580 600 to meet current needs, but he had reservations about the appropriation of the sum 

of $ 879 835 for the new building to the Real Estate Fund. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved by 60 votes to 3, with 2 abstentions. 
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Dr BOXALL (Australia), Rapporteur, then read out the following draft resolution relating 
to the new zone offices building in Brasilia: 

The Twenty -fifth World Health Assembly, 

Noting the proposal of the Director -General that the Organization contribute 

US$ 100 000 towards the cost of the new Zone Office building in Brasilia, 

AUTHORIZES this expenditure, to be financed from the Real Estate Fund in 

accordance with resolution WHA23.14. 

Dr PRIDAN (Israel) said he understood that the total cost of the new building would be 
$ 400 000 and asked what assurance there was that the other $ 300 000 would be forthcoming. 

The DIRECTOR GENERAL replied that the difference would be covered in part by the sale of 

the building in Rio de Janeiro for about $ 75 000 and that the Director of the Pan American 
Health Organization had been authorized to obtain a loan to cover the remainder. That was a 

PAHO and not a WHO responsibility. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

Dr BOXALL (Australia), Rapporteur, then read out the following draft resolution relating 

to the extension of the building of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean: 

"The Twenty -fifth World Health Assembly, 

Noting the proposal of the Director -General for the construction of a small addition 
to the accommodation of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean at an estimated 
cost of US$ 33 000, 

AUTHORIZES this construction, to be financed from the Real Estate Fund in accordance 
with resolution WHA2З.14." 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

The meeting rose at 11.00 p.m. 


