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1. OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHAIRMAN welcomed the delegates of Member States and the representatives of Associate 
Members, and representatives of the United Nations and specialized agencies, other inter
governmental organizations and non-governmental organizations. He also welcomed the represen
tative of the Executive Board, Dr Bédaya-Ngaro, who would be participating in the work of the 
Committee in accordance with the provisions of Rules 43 and 44 of the Rules of Procedure of the 
Health Assembly.

He expressed his appreciation of the honour done him, as well as to his country and the 
South-East Asia Region, by his election as Chairman of the Committee. Although he had 
participated in some 10 World Health Assemblies and had each year learnt something new, he 
felt that he still lacked the experience to direct the work of the Committee adequately unless 
he had the full support of its members. He hoped that a spirit of close cooperation would 
prevail, and was persuaded that with the help of all members the work could be expedited.

Drawing attention to the heavy agenda of Committee B, he reminded its members of the 
appeal made by the Executive Board in its resolutions EB43.R45 and EB45.R28, and by the World 
Health Assembly in resolution WHA23.1, for speakers to limit the length of their interventions 
in the main committees.

2. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEUR: Item 3.1 of the Agenda (Document A25/42)

The CHAIRMAN read out Rule 36 of the Rules of Procedure, concerning the election of a 
vice-chairman and a rapporteur. He drew attention to the third report of the Committee on 
Nominations (document A25/42) in which Dr Zoller (Federal Republic of Germany) was nominated 
for the office of Vice-Chairman and Dr Boxall (Australia) for the office of Rapporteur.

Decision : Dr Zoller and Dr Boxall were elected Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur respectively 
by acclamation.

The VICE-CHAIRMAN and RAPPORTEUR expressed appreciation of the honour done them and their 
delegations by their appointment.

3. ORGANIZATION OF WORK

The CHAIRMAN stated that, in accordance with Rule 82 of the Rules of Procedure, the 
conduct of business and voting in the Committee would be conducted in accordance with Rules 
49 to 81, governing the conduct of plenary meetings. The terms of reference of the main 
committees were set out in resolution WHA24.4, He drew particular attention to operative 
paragraph 1 of that resolution, the second, third and fourth subparagraphs of which indicated 
the terms of reference of Committee В and the items (3.2, 3.4 with its two subitems, and 
3.5 with its five subitems) which it was called upon to complete before Committee A could 
start its consideration of item 2.2 (Review and approval of the programme and budget estimates 
for 1973).

He proposed that the items be taken in the following order for the convenience of the 
Committee: item 3.5.1 (Financial report on the accounts of WHO for 1971, report of the 
External Auditor, and comments thereon of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board), 
item 3.2 (Supplementary budget estimates for 1972), item 3.5.2 (Status of collection of annual 
contributions and advances to the Working Capital Fund), item 3.5.3 (Members in arrears in 
the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution),
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items 3.5.4 (Report on casual income) and 3.5.5 (Status of the Assembly Suspense Account), 
item 3.4.1 (Assessment for 1971 and 1972 of new Members), and item 3.4.2 (Scale of assess
ment for 1973).

It was so agreed.

The meeting rose at 3 p.m.


