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During its twelfth and thirteenth meetings held on 23 May 1972 Committee В decided to 
recommend to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions 
relating to the following agenda items:

3.18 - Use of Arabic as an official language of the World Health Assembly

3.4.1 - Assessment for 1971 and 1972 of new members

Three resolutions have been adopted on this item:
- Assessment of new Members: Qatar
- Assessment of new Members; Bangladesh
- Assessment of new Associate Members: Papua New Guinea

3.9 - Health assistance to refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East
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USE OF ARABIC AS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF THE 
WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolution EB49.R46 by which the Executive Board decided to include in the 
agenda of the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly an item entitled "Use of Arabic as an 
official language of the World Health Assembly";

Considering the importance of the Arabic language;

In view of the increasing number of Member States which use this language; and

Bearing in mind the contribution of the Arabic language to human civilization and its 
influence on the progress of medicine and science,

1. DECIDES that Arabic shall be used as an official language of the World Health Assembly;

2. DECIDES, further, that Rule 84 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly 
shall be amended to read:

Rule 84

Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the official languages, 
and English and French the working languages, of the Health Assembly.
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ASSESSMENT OF NEW MEMBERS: QATAR 

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Noting that Qatar, having been an Associate Member since 5 March 1964, became a Member 
of the Organization by depositing with the Secretary-General of the United Nations a formal 
instrument of acceptance of the WHO Constitution on 11 May 1972.

Recalling that the Twenty-second World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA22.6,1 decided 
that from 1968 new Members shall be assessed in accordance with the practice followed by the 
United Nations in assessing new Members for their year of admission;

DECIDES

(1) that Qatar shall be assessed for the years 1972 and 1973 at a rate to be fixed 
by the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly;

(2) that Qatar shall be assessed at the provisional rate of 0.04% for these two 
years, to be adjusted to the definitive assessment rate when established by the 
Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly; and further

(3) that Qatar, which became a full Member of the World Health Organization on 11 
May 1972 shall contribute for the period 1 January to 10 May 1972 in respect of 
Associate Membership at the rate of two-thirds of 0.02% and, for the period 11 May
1972 to 31 December 1972, at the rate of one-third of 0.04%.

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 350.



ASSESSMENT OF NEW MEMBERS: BANGLADESH

- 4 -

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Noting the admission of Bangladesh to membership in the Organization on 19 May 1972.

Recalling that the Twenty-second World Health Assembly in resolution WHA22.61 decided 
that from 1968 new Members shall be assessed in accordance with the practice followed by the 
United Nations in assessing new Members for their year of admission;

DECIDES

(1) that Bangladesh shall be assessed for the years 1972 and future years at a rate
to be fixed by the World Health Assembly as and when the theoretical probable percentage 
rate of assessment has been established by the United Nations Committee on Contributions

(2) that Bangladesh shall be assessed at the provisional rate of 0.04% for 1972 and 
future years, to be adjusted to the definitive assessment rate when established by the 
World Health Assembly; and further

(3) that the assessment for 1972 shall be reduced to one-third of 0.04%.

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p 350.
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ASSESSMENT OF NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: PAPUA NEW GUINEA

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Noting the admission of Papua New Guinea to associate membership in the Organization on 
19 May 1972, subject to notice being given of acceptance of associate membership on behalf of 
Papua New Guinea in accordance with Rules 115 and 116 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health 
Assembly;

Recalling that the Thirteenth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA13.161 confirmed 
that the assessment of Associate Members shall be 0.02%; and

2Recalling further that the Twenty-second World Health Assembly in resolution WHA22.6 
decided that from 1968 new Members shall be assessed in accordance with the practice followed 
by the United Nations in assessing new Members for their year of admission,

DECIDES that the assessment of Papua New Guinea for 1972 shall be reduced to one-third
of 0.02%.

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 351.
2 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 350.
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HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED 
PERSONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Bearing in mind that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace 
and security;

Conscious of the fundamental right of all human beings to physical and mental health, 
without distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic or social conditions;

Having considered the report of the Director General1 and the annual report of the Director 
of Health of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNWRA);

Disturbed by the fact that Israel not only continues to refuse to allow the refugees and 
displaced persons to return to their homes but continues to displace by force thousands of 
persons from their homes and shelters;

Noting that these acts have included the demolition of a large number of UNRWA shelters, 
causing further suffering to the refugees, and aggravating the financial crisis of UNRWA;

Gravely concerned about the consequences of such acts on the physical and mental health 
of the refugees, displaced persons and the inhabitants of the occupied territories;

Recalling its resolutions WHA21.38, WHA22.43, WHA23.52, WHA24.32, WHA24.33,

1. REAFFIRMS that the protection of the life and physical and mental health of the refugees 
and displaced persons requires that they immediately be afforded to return to their homes, in 
accordance with the relevant resolutions of the United Nations;

2. DEPLORES Israel's repeated acts of expulsions of human beings and destructions of their 
homes and shelters, which directly affect their physical and mental health, and constitute 
grave violations of the fourth Geneva convention of 12 August 1949;

3. DECIDES that, meanwhile, emergency assistance to the maximum extent possible be given to 
the refugees and the displaced persons in the Middle East;

4. REQUESTS the Director-General of the World Health Organization to;

(a) intensify and expand to the largest extent possible the Organization's programme 
of health assistance to the refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East;

(b) prepare a comprehensive report on the conditions of physical and mental health of 
the population of the occupied territories to be submitted to the Twenty-sixth World 
Health Assembly;

(c) take all measures in his power to safeguard health conditions of the populations 
of the occupied territories, and to report to the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly on 
the steps taken in this regard;

(d) bring this resolution to the attention of all governmental and non-governmental 
organizations concerned including international medical organizations,

Document A25/25.
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5. EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Director-General of the World Health Organization, the 
Director of Health of UNRWA, to the specialized agencies and other organizations that provide 
assistance to the refugees, displaced persons and the inhabitants of the occupied territories 
in the Middle East.


